
Illinois Valley News, Cave Junction, OR Wednesday, December 3 , 2003 Page 17  

 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 

Morning showers, 

partly cloudy afternoon. 

High- 49. Low-39. 
 
Thursday, Dec. 4 

Showers and wind. 

High- 52. Low- 43. 
 
Friday, Dec. 5 

Rain and wind. High- 

50. Low- 41. 
 
Saturday, Dec. 6 

Showers. High- 47. 

Low- 36. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 7 

Showers. High- 46. 

Low- 34. 
 
Monday, Dec. 8 

Partly cloudy. High- 46. 

Low- 39. 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 

Showers. High- 47. 

Low- 36. 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 

Showers. High- 46. 

Low- 35. 

Cave Junction 

 

Senior Nutrition Menu 
Sponsored by 
 
 

 

                        592-3562 

(541) 592-2126, 474-5440 
Meals are served in the  

CJ County Bldg. 
FRIDAY, DEC. 5 

*Braised beef tips, 
whipped potatoes, Capri 

blend vegetables,  
multigrain bread,  

rice pudding 
MONDAY, DEC. 8 
*Beef stroganoff,  

broccoli Normandy, 
whole kernel corn, rye 
bread, almond cookie 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10 

*Hearty turkey stew, 
Oregon bean medley, 

mixed fruit salad, honey 
wheat roll, chocolate 

pudding 

 
Please don’t litter! 

 

*Confidential business consultation-free of charge 
*Now offering counseling in Illinois Valley 

*Affordable business-related training 
*Comprehensive business library 

214 SW 4th Street, Grants Pass - 1-800-411-6508 Ext. 7494 
Phone today - let us help you succeed 

http://www.roguecc.edu/sbdc 

 

Illinois Valley High 

School athletic standout 

Natty Krauss, who suf-

fered serious injuries in a 

wired glass mishap on 

Oct. 10, is heading for full 

recovery, said his father, 

Joe Krauss, this week. 

Natty severely injured 

his right hand, wrist and 

forearm area because of an 

accident in the IVHS 

locker room involving a 

wired glass window.  

He missed the last few 

football games of the sea-

son, and there was con-

cern that he’d miss the 

coming wrestling season 

too. However, “He’s fine; 

he’s a lot better,” said his 

father. 

“Basically he has full 

recovery,” he said. “We’re 

so thankful that it wasn’t 

as serious as some other 

such accidents we’ve 

found out about.”  

Joe Krauss said that 

he checked the Internet 

and discovered that there 

have been nine accidents 

involving wired glass dur-

ing the last six months in 

Continuing their fight 

to limit the use of wired 

glass in buildings in Ore-

gon and beyond, Sen. 

Vicki Walker (D-Eugene), 

and Greg Abel, chairman 

of Advocates for Safe 

Glass (AFSG) of Eugene, 

took their case to Wash-

ington, D.C. and met with 

federal regulators and 

members of Congress. 

They called their trip 

“very successful.  There is 

still work to be done, but 

we feel someone is finally 

listening to help us protect 

the lives of America’s chil-

dren,” said Walker and 

Abel. 

Walker and Abel met 

with each of Oregon’s 

Congressional delegation 

offices, and are working 

closely with Sen. Ron Wy-

den and his staff.  Wyden 

was supportive and instru-

mental in setting up a 

meeting with the Federal 

Trade Commission. 

Walker and Abel went 

to Capitol Hill to brief 

Oregon’s delegation on the 

leadership role Oregon has 

taken in adopting new In-

ternational Code Council 

(ICC) safety regulations 

regarding wired glass.  

They explained the safety 

hazards of wired glass; that 

it results in thousands of 

debilitating and life-

threatening injuries to 

those who impact it; the 

fact that the industry has 

enjoyed an exemption 

from impact safety stan-

dards granted to it by the 

Consumer Product Safety 

Commission in 1977; and 

the fact that there are alter-

native products that are 

much safer and just as ef-

fective, made by American 

workers and sold in Amer-

ica. 

“America, or any other 

country for that matter, 

should not be the dumping 

ground for an unsafe prod-

uct,” Walker said. “In 

1994 the United Kingdom 

required that a safer prod-

uct be made for their citi-

zens, but they do not make 

that product available in 

America.” 

Central Glass of Japan 

had recently posted on 

their Web site, “These 

glass products [wired 

glass] are not safety glaz-

ing materials, and should 

not be used as such or in 

locations where human 

impact is possible or where 

safety glazing is re-

quired.”  Walker and Abel 

cited it to the delegation as 

another reason the CPSC 

needs to revisit this issue 

of the industry exemption. 

Walker and Abel also 

met with the director of the 

CPSC’s Office of Compli-

ance and other CPSC staff 

to present evidence to sub-

stantiate a petition to re-

move the wired glass ex-

emption, or to request the 

CPSC to issue a safety ad-

visory regarding the use of 

wired glass. 

Joining Walker and 

Abel at the table was 

Susan Winn of the Con-

sumer Federation of Amer-

ica (www.safechild.net) 

and Lloyd Potter of Chil-

dren’s Safety Network 

(www.ChildrensSafetyNet

work.org), who were there 

in support of the proposal. 

Abel presented “detailed 

and convincing evidence 

of injury data, technical 

data of alternative prod-

ucts, industry test data 

showing how wired glass 

fails to meet even their 

own minimal industry test 

standard, and numerous 

other data to support 

AFSG claims for a change 

in the standard. The CPSC 

indicated it would give 

some preliminary guidance 

back to us within a few 

weeks,” Abel said. 

The Federal Trade 

Commission (FTC) was 

the next stop for Walker 

and Abel, where they dis-

cussed issues of consumer 

fraud relating to the test 

data, and issues relating to 

u n f a i r  t r ad e  p ra c -

tices.  Walker and Abel 

have been strong advocates 

for third-party independent 

testing of wired glass prod-

uct.  

“In 1981,” they said, 

“CPSC relinquished its 

control over standards in 

sidelites and other glazed 

applications to state and 

local governments, through 

codes that adopted lower-

impact standards estab-

lished by an industry-

dominated group that does 

not require third-party test-

ing of its product.” 

Abel said he has had 

wired glass product tested 

at independent labs on two 

different occasions and the 

product has failed each 

time; as it has in other in-

dependent tests.  “I’m very 

concerned the product be-

ing sold in the United 

States is not only unsafe in 

the first instance, but un-

safe even by these poorly 

designed industry stan-

dards,” said Walker. 

The FTC will be re-

viewing issues regarding 

unfair trade practices given 

the fact that wired glass so 

dominates the American 

market, Walker said.  It 

will be closely examining 

whether wired glass has 

gone outside the narrow 

exemption granted it by 

CPSC, and whether it has 

engaged in other activities 

that are not permissible 

under U.S. law.  

“Just perusing any le-

gal search engine, you can 

find a history of price-

fixing and anti-trust law-

suits dating back to 1984 

and as recent as September 

2003 involving some of 

the major wired glass 

manufacturers and their 

related entities.  I’m sure 

the FTC will have a field 

day on this one,” said 

Walker. 

“We were exhausted 

by the end of the week, 

and even met with legal 

counsel to discuss a poten-

tial national class-action 

lawsuit,” Walker and Abel 

said.  

Oregon alone. “Natty 

was lucky,” he said. 

His father added 

he’s found that wired 

glass “is not safety 

glass; it’s fireproof 

glass.”  

He expressed con-

cern that Three Rivers 

School District check 

into alternative material 

to prevent future acci-

dents. 

Meanwhile, Krauss, 

a senior, has been re-

ceiving college recruit-

ing information. He has 

gone to state competi-

tion in wrestling; and 

been widely recognized 

in the Skyline Confer-

ence for his football 

skills. He also has run 

track.  

Joe Krauss said that 

they already have visited 

Linfield College in 

McMinnville, “which 

has a good football pro-

gram.”  

And they’re plan-

ning a trip to Pacific 

Lutheran College in Ta-

coma, Wash. 

Senators take the fight against wired glass to Congress IVHS’ Krauss bouncing 
back after glass incident 


