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The Savvy Senior  
by Carol Martin 

 

The Seniors Coali-
tion recently joined 
members of the U.S. 
Senate, including Sena-
tors Rick Santorum (R-
PA) and Jim Bunning 
(R-KY), to call for pas-
sage of the Prescription 
Drug and Medicare Im-
provement Act of 2003 
(S. 1). TSC has called 
the bipartisan prescrip-
tion drug bill the "best 
and most realistic hope" 
of delivering prescrip-
tion drugs to seniors. 

Ensnarled in parti-
san wrangling, the 
United States Senate 
has before now been 
unable to deliver a 
Medicare prescription 
drug bill. This year, The 
Seniors Coalition has 
thrown its weight behind 
the Prescription Drug 
and Medicare Improve-
ment Act of 2003 (S. 1), 
believing it to be a 
sound measure that has 
a real chance of floor 
passage where others 
have failed. "It's not the 
bill we would have de-
signed ourselves," said 
Dave Herman, 

Executive Director 
of The Seniors Coali-
tion, "but it will provide a 
genuine improvement in 
health care to millions of 
seniors, while embody-
ing the principles TSC 
has been working for 
during the last several 
years." 

In outlining its sup-
port for S. 1, TSC has 
cited the bill's provisions 
for private insurers to 
supply prescription drug 
coverage. The Seniors 
Coalition has also ap-
plauded the new 
choices and flexibility 
offered to seniors under 
the new HHS agency 
envisioned by the bill. 
Seniors would be able 
to choose options that 
best meet their needs 
and avoid the "one size 
fits all" approach that 
has been derided by 
TSC as well as the 
president. 

Herman drew par-
ticular attention to the 
bill's protection for 
benefits that many sen-
iors now enjoy as part 
of their retirement pack-
age. "By supporting cur-
rent prescription drug 
benefits to retired em-
ployees, the bill would 
protect seniors from 
abrupt changes in plans 
while protecting taxpay-
ers from shouldering the 
full cost of a benefit that 
employers promised to 
their employees during 
their working years," he 
said. 

Herman recently 
testified before the 
House that these price 
explosions would lead 
to "innovation-killing" 
price controls, tax in-
creases and/or struc-
tural damage to the 
Medicare program itself. 
"It is our hope that this 
legislation is signed into 
law, and marks only the 
beginning of market-
place reforms in Medi-
care," Herman said. 
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