Oregon Dept. of Ag. uses
bugs to battle bad weeds

Using good bugs to fight
bad weeds is nothing new to
Oregon.

No other state can match
Oregon in successfully utiliz-
ing biological control on nox-
ious weeds. No less than 70
different species of bio-
control agents have been re-
leased to battle 26 specific
weeds. It’s a track record that
continues to grow.

“We use bio-control on a
lot of weeds that are pretty
much out of control,” said
Eric Coombs, entomologist
with the Oregon Dept. of Ag-
riculture’s (ODA) Weed Con-
trol Program. “Bio-control is
another tool in our arsenal
against noxious weeds.”

The successes in Oregon
are many, the failures few.
That’s mostly because a lot of
research must be completed
before the tiny insects are al-
lowed to take on the target.

Officials need to know
there is a reasonable chance
that the bio-control agent will
not only survive in Oregon,
but be effective in damaging
the target weed.

“What we have tried to do
is bring in selected natural
enemies of these undesirable,
non-native plants,” said
Coombs. “We screen them for
several years. There is a spe-
cial process that ensures these
bio-control agents are safe so
that when we release them,
they attack the weed, and that

once the weed starts to disap-
pear, these agents won’t attack
crops or native plants.”

ODA doesn’t just bring in
a bug on Monday and have the
weed disappear by Friday.
History shows it can take dec-
ades before the final report
card can be issued.

“We had a lot of success
in dealing with tansy ragwort
back in the 1970s and ’80s,
but it took 15 to 20 years for
the full impact to take place,”
said Coombs.

Tansy ragwort remains the
poster child for ODA’s suc-
cessful bio-control of noxious
weeds. The plant still exists in
Oregon, but at populations
small enough to avoid the
damage done to livestock in
the past. The cinnabar moth
was the first agent used on
ragwort.

The flea beetle and seed
fly have taken over much of
the control in recent years.
West of the Cascades, it is
estimated that reduction of the
poisonous weed has saved
more than $5 million each
year in cattle and losses since
‘86.

“When we look back at
our costs of the tansy bio-
control program, there is
about a 15 to 1 cost-benefit
ratio,” said Coombs. “For
every dollar we spend on the
program, we return $15 in
benefits. Not many programs
do that.”

House Bill restores funds
depleted after Jan. vote

House Speaker Karen
Minnis (R-Wood Village) has
appointed a Special Commit-
tee on Budget to ensure the
quick passage of House Bill
5075, an emergency care
package which restores $15.15
million in funding to the men-
tally ill, seniors, the medi-
cally-needy and state police.

“The legislature has a
moral obligation to restore
funding to those programs that
could literally mean life or
death for some Oregonians,”
Minnis said.

“It is essential that we
pass the bill soon to preserve
the health and safety of the
mentally ill, seniors, and the
medically-needy who receive
life-saving medications. In
addition, the bill maintains the
ability of the state police to
investigate serious crimes by
restoring some funding for
forensic labs,” she said.

The membership of the
Special Committee on Budget
includes Rep. Alan Bates (D-
Eagle Point) and Rep. Rob
Patridge (R-Medford).

Speaker Minnis’ Emer-
gency Care Package an-
nounced February 4 includes
the following: DHS— Mental

Health, 122 residential beds,
$660,000; DHS— Seniors &
People with Disabilities, Sen-
ior in-home/community-based
long-term care (priority levels
10-14), $4.86 million; DHS—

Oregon Medical Assistance
Program, Senior in-home/
community-based long-term

care (priority levels 10-14),
$1.39 million; DHS— Seniors
& People with Disabilities,
medically needy, $400,000;
DHS- Oregon Medical Assis-
tance Program, medically
needy, $6.98 million; Oregon
State Police, Forensics and 40
Patrol positions included in
Gov.’s 03-05 Proposed
Budget, $1.2 million, totaling
$15.49 million.

The above-listed pro-
grams would be paid for by
using $9 million from the pro-
jected Lottery Fund ending
balance, $3 million from the
remaining Emergency Fund
balance, $2.5 million from the
remainder of the Master To-
bacco Settlement Fund and
$950,000 from additional to-
bacco tax revenue.
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Oregon limits amount of
heavy metal in fertilizer

The Oregon Dept. of Ag-
riculture (ODA) has adopted
new administrative rules to
implement changes in Ore-
gon’s fertilizer law enacted
during the 2001 legislative
session.

In establishing the rules,
Oregon becomes only the fifth
state to set limits on the
amount of heavy metals al-
lowed in fertilizer products.

The new rules will be ef-
fective Jan. 1, ’03. Changes in
ODA’s originally proposed
rules reflect input from testi-
mony provided during public
hearings and a public com-
ment period.

ODA Director Phil Ward
said that the updated Oregon
Fertilizer Law and the new
rules will protect consumers
and will provide necessary
information to purchase and
use such products.

The new administrative
rules establish:

*Maximum limits of arse-
nic (As), cadmium (Cd), mer-
cury (Hg), nickel (Ni), and
lead (Pb) allowed in fertilizer,
agricultural amendment, agri-
cultural mineral, and lime
products that are offered for
sale or distribution in Oregon.

*An Internet address to be
added to product labels to pro-
vide the public with relevant
product information. Manu-
facturers must have the web-
site printed on product label-
ing by Jan.1, ‘04.

*Minimum detection lim-
its for heavy metals laboratory
analyses.

*QGuidelines for civil pen-
alty enforcement based on the
magnitude of the violation.

After reviewing research
and regulatory processes in
other states, ODA chose to
base Oregon metal standards
on available risk assessments
that focus primarily on human
health risks. The new metal
standards are more expansive
than other states as they apply
to a wider variety of products
on the market in Oregon.

ODA will coordinate fu-
ture research in an effort to
generate Oregon-specific in-
formation to better understand
the interaction of metals,
which may be contained in
fertilizer products, and the
environment. Every three
years, ODA will consult with
the Oregon Dept. of Environ-
mental Quality, the Oregon
Dept. of Human Resources,
and other parties to evaluate
new scientific data to deter-
mine if adjustments to the
metal standards are warranted.

Utilizing current and fu-
ture scientific research in the
assessment of metals will al-
low ODA to remain protective
and preventative in setting
metal levels.

For more information or
copies of the final rules, http://
oda.state.or.us/fertilizer/
index.html
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TOP MOVIES

1. How To Lose A Guy
In 10 Days starring Mat-
thew McConaughey
Rated: PG-13

2. Chicago Richard Gere
PG-13

3. Just Married Brittany
Murphy PG-13

4. 25th Hour Edward
Norton R

5. About Schmidt Jack
Nicholson R

6. Antwone Fisher Derek
Luke PG-13

7. Catch Me If You Can
Leonardo DiCaprio PG-
13

8. Adaptation Nicolas
Cage R
9. The Hours Meryl

Streep PG-13
10. A Guy Thing Julia

Stiles PG-13
(c) 2003 DBR Media, Inc.

DVD Players

eStore

592-4121

Office Supplies

eStore

592-4121

GRAND OPENING %

Friday, Saturday & Sunday - Feb. 14-16

Monday - Saturday
5a.m.to 2 p.m.

SAMPLES & FIRST CUP OF COFFEE FREE!

*Espresso * Hand dipped truffles * Fudge
* Candies * Pies * Cakes * Cookies * Pastries
If we don’t have what you want
you can special order them.
Wedding Cakes available (will deliver and set up)

Printer Paper

eStore

592-4121

Senior Nutrition Menu
Sponsored by

Tuilalue.

592-3562

(541) 592-2126, 474-5440
Meals are served in the
CJ County Bldg.
FRIDAY, FEB. 14
Lemon herb chicken,
parsley potatoes, mixed
vegetables, honey wheat
roll, Valentine
cherry poke cake
MONDAY, FEB. 17
Closed for holiday
(Washington’s Birthday)
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19
Hearty chicken stew, Capri
vegetables, perfection
salad mold, honey bran
bread, oatmeal cookie

safety matters

Stay, live wire. Stay!

Live power lines almost always stay on
power poles where they belong, delivering
the power we depend upon and expect. But
sometimes the weather, trees or accidents
interfere and knock them down. That's
when it gets dangerous. A downed line
can look harmless, but it can still be a live
wire — powerful enough to kill and even
energize the ground around it. Please
remember these words of caution:
m Never touch or go near a fallen power line.
® Do not touch anything on which the wire
is resting.
m Use extreme caution and explain the
danger to your children.
m If you see a downed line, call us
immediately, and we'll take care of it.
Or call 911.
Your safety matters to us.

For a copy of our safety booklet,
Electricity 101, call 1-800-791-6093.
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