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By CHUCK RIGBY

The town of Kerby has a long and energetic history. It began
in 1855, when James Kerby settled on a Donation Land Claim.

Together with Dr. D.S. Holton, for whom Holton Creek is
named, Kerby founded the town, and Dr. Holton’s house became

the first building in town.

The Josephine County seat was in Kerby from 1857 until
1886, when it was relocated to Grants Pass. Old photographs of
Downtown Kerby show two prominent, two-story buildings on
the main street, which are still there today. Both were built to
house fraternal organizations or lodges in the upper story, and
businesses could be found on the ground floors.

The Odd Fellows Lodge constructed its building in 1876, and
today that same building is occupied by Kauffman Wood Prod-
ucts showroom, and It’s A Burl uses the top story.

The second building, directly north of the first, was built to
house the Masonic Lodge. This building was constructed in 1907
and today is occupied by Jerry Work and his furniture shop, the

Dovetail Joint.

The Masonic Lodge in Illinois Valley was first organized in
1857 as Western Star Lodge #18. They met in Dr. Holton’s barn
until 1864 and them moved into a building which since burned
down. This was located where the Stoney Front Tavern is today.

Another Masonic Lodge was organized in 1859 at the old
mining town of Browntown, located behind Holland Store, and
was named Belt Lodge #26. In 1864 the two lodges combined
into one, using the name Belt and number 18. By the way, the
number is the sequential order in which the lodges are chartered

by the Grand Lodge of Oregon.

There are at present approximately 138 Masonic lodges in
Oregon, but the last one chartered had the number 226 because of
combinations which have occurred throughout the state.

Belt Lodge #18 moved into its third location in 1907, which
is the second building still standing in Kerby. Members (Belt
Lodge #18) remained there until 1974 when they moved to the
present RCC Belt Bldg., the former Kerby School. This building
is also occupied by Rogue Community College, where many col-
lege classes are held, as well as other community functions.

Present Masonic leaders cannot explain for sure why the
name of Belt was used for the lodge. Old records, which would
have given an accurate explanation, were burned in the early fire.

However, a little search has turned up a probable explanation.
Census records from 1850 and 60 do not show a person named
Belt living in Josephine County, but records of Oregon Trail
wagon trains show a Belt family arriving in Oregon in 1850.

The father was a physician named Alfred M. Belt. His wife
was named Nancy, and they had six children when they arrived.
The Belts established their home and medical practice in Salem,

where they remained for 25 years.

Belt taught medical classes at Willamette University Medical
School and served as surgeon-general during some of the Indian

wars of Oregon.

During 1856-’57 he served as the Grand Master of the Grand
Masonic Lodge of Oregon. This was just prior to the organization

of the Belt Lodge in Browntown.

In a discussion with the Grand Historian of the Grand Lodge,
he said there was no positive proof, but in all probability, Belt
Lodge was named for Belt. He was born July 23, 1804 in Ken-
tucky and died Aug. 1881 and is buried in Independence, Oregon,

between Monmouth and Salem.

He was a great asset to the Masons, the Willamette Valley
and the state of Oregon. The Masons and the Belt Building have
been a major asset to Illinois Valley.

Anderson takes

oath of office

State Rep. Gordon Ander-
son (R-Grants Pass) was
sworn in on Monday, Jan. 13
as state representative from
House District 3, serving Jose-
phine County.

In addition, Anderson has
been assigned to two key leg-
islative committees by House
Speaker Karen Minnis (R-
Wood Village) for the 2003
Legislature. Anderson will
serve on the House Judiciary
Committee as vice chairman,
and on the Human Services
Committee.

“It is an honor to be ap-
pointed as vice chairman of
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee,” said Anderson. “Both of
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Oregon unemployment figures
for 2002 down from last year

justed unemployment

Oregon’s seasonally ad-
rate
inched down from 7.1 percent
in November to 7.0 percent in
December. Since May, Ore-
gon’s rate has been just below
seven percent.

In December, Oregon’s
unemployment rate was below
last year’s figure. Oregon’s
unemployment rate had risen
to 7.8 percent by December
2001. Last month, 121,642
Oregonians were unemployed,
a drop of 12,691 unemployed
persons from December 2001.

Services employment rose
by 200 jobs in December.

Construction employment
dropped by only 1600 jobs in
December— a time of year
when a loss of 3,100 jobs
would have been normal.
Throughout 2002, construc-
tion employment was approxi-
mately 8,000 to 10,000 below
levels seen during 1997
through 2000.

Government employment,
at 275,100 jobs in December,
was down 3,200 jobs from the
prior month and up 700 jobs
from its figure last year. Most
of these gains in the past 12
months came in federal gov-
ernment. Meanwhile, local
government is down 1,700
jobs during that time.

Manufacturing employ-
ment also cut back jobs in De-
cember.

With the December retail
employment numbers now
available, it’s clear that retail
holiday hiring was subdued in
general merchandise stores,
apparel stores, furniture stores
and misc. retail.

The hiring of temporary
workers was well below com-
parable figures for the prior
four years when anywhere
between 13,500 and 15,600
additional workers were hired
during the final three months
of those years.

Meidinger Concrete Construction
Serving the Valley since 1974

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Specializing in all types o
New - Foundations - Walks - Drives - Patios
Mobile Home Runners and Foundations
Bridges and Abutments - Slabs - Large or Small
Exposed Aggregate - Retaining Walls and Basements
Stamped & Colored Concrete
Mike Meidinger

Phone 592-4485

License #93173

Senior Nutrition Menu
Sponsored by

Tuilalue.

592-3562

(541) 592-2126, 474-5440
Meals are served in the
CJ County Bldg.
FRIDAY, JAN. 31
Chicken quarter with
supreme sauce, whipped
potatoes with gravy,
broccoli Normandy, potato
wheat bread and
lemon pudding
MONDAY, FEB. 3
Turkey pot pie over biscuit,
green beans, relish slaw and
chocolate chip bar
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5
Baked ham with pineapple
sauce, candied yams, broc-
coli cuts, multigrain bread
and peanut butter cookie

The world
is advancing.
Advance with it.

- Giuseppi Mazzani -

SUNDAY MORNING/AFTERNOON

ACROSS

1 Lofty range

6 Blotch

10 Western-
most
Aleutian
island

14 Jeweler’s
word

15 Use one
of the
senses

16 Female
animals

17 Regal wear

18 Enthrall
with
sudden
love

20 Under-
handed

21 Lost a
vital fluid

23 Senior

24 Olympic
vehicle

25 Weight
allowance

27 Musical
production

30 Walk
about idly

31 Entreat

34 Robert

35 Bird’s place

36 Part of a
building

37 Buttons,
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Betty &
Little Boy

41 Work unit

42 Embarrass

43 Famous
1871 opera

44 Snacked

45 Vex

46 Walk like
a drunkard

48 Pedestal

49 Word with
silver or
hard

50 Bits

53 Shopping
outlet

54 Small _;
tots

57 Developed

60 Creative
suggestions

62 Pretensions

63 Not here
when
expected

64 Sudden,
sharp
increase

65 Printing
process,
for short

66 Four-
legged
animal

67 Copy
machine
additive

DOWN

1 John’s
follower

2 Fastener

3 Sturdily
built cart

4 Place for
a hearing
aid

5 Horse's
home

6 Recoiled

7 Await
decision

8 Clod

9 __ -la-la

10 Former
minor

11 Amphibian

12 Mitterrand’s
noggin

13 Addict

19 Swarmed

22 Allow

24 Assas-
sinated

25 Sacred
writing

26 Picnic
spoiler

27 City in
Kentucky

28 Warn

29 Jutting
piece

30 Della __

31 Misrepre-
sent

32 Escape

33 Go
through
bit by bit

35 __ of
Two Cities

38 Pester
continually

39 Sacred bird
of the Nile

40 Naked

46 Detroit
export

47 Portrait
producer

48 Choir
member

49 39 Down,
for one

50 Straight
metal beam

51 Hodge-
podge

52 Wrongful
act

53 Distribute

54 Non-
flowering
plant

55 Become
angry

56 River in
Europe

58 Out-of-date

59 West

61 Singing
team

2

9

64

67
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Oregon Caves Chevron

One of the last old fashioned

service stations left

Highways 199 & 46

Cave Junction
Jeff Stiles, Dealer

NOW OPEN SUN. - THURS. 6 A.M. -9 P.M.
FRI. AND SAT. 6 AM. - 11 P.M.

——

gt

592-3080

The Kerby Transfer Station

Is open

Saturdays:

9:30 a.m.

2:30 p.m.

to

Hours: Mondays - Saturdays

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
For more information phone (800) 922-1025
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