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Saltzman joins steering committee; light rail project still needs $2 billion

SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR PLAN

By Erik Vidstrand
The Southwest Portland Post

The last time the Southwest Corridor
Plan steering committee met, Barack
Obama was still president, Steve
Novick was the city representative,
and the rainy season had just begun.

Now, six months later, President
Donald Trump is threatening to cut off
federal funds to projects in sanctuary
cities, of which Portland is one,
City Commissioner Dan Saltzman
replaced Novick, and the summer
sun is soon to come.

Metro Councilor Craig Dirksen,
co-chair, was going to introduce the
two new members but they were not
in attendance. Ken Gibson, the new
mayor of King City, had a conflict and
Saltzman was absent.

Matt Grumm, Saltzman'’s senior
policy advisor, said Saltzman, who is
the new head of the Portland Bureau
of Transportation, is very excited to
be on the steering committee and
had been busy with the city budget
negotiations.

“Commissioner Saltzman,” Grumm
said, “is supportive of additional
state funds to help cover cost of the
light rail project.”

Metro project manager Chris Ford
gave a brief update on the project
and said steering committee meetings
would be every other month, then
every month in the fall as the project
ramps up.

“Last December the draft
environmental impact study began,”
Ford said. “There are still decisions to

be made such as whether the light rail
would begin on Barbur Boulevard or
Naito Parkway.”

According to Ford, the study is still
on schedule to wrap up by the end
of the year.

Ford discussed the Ross Island
bridgehead project which would
allow for better connections to the
bridge.

Still under review are options
to Marquam Hill, whether the
light rail would continue along
Barbur Boulevard or run adjacent
to Interstate 5, and connections
to Portland Community College
Sylvania.

“More traffic studies are needed on
Barbur,” Ford said. “This information
will come later than other issues.”

Ford went on to explain that the
National Environmental Policy Act
requires federal agencies to assess
the environmental effects of their
proposed actions prior to making
decisions.

“NEPA objectives help officials
understand environmental
consequences, inform the public,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
the Federal Transportation
Administration and historical groups
with various components of the
project,” Ford said.

Metro has had to compare
alternatives to a future without a
light rail scenario in the year 2035.
The forecast foresees major traffic
congestion, crumbling infrastructure,
and inadequate active transportation
alternatives.

“Active transportation focuses on
getting people out of their vehicles,”
Grumm said. “The commissioner
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A crosswalk has recently been added at Southwest Alice Street and Barbur Boulevard
for public safety and in anticipation of a future light rail line.
(Photo courtesy of Metro)

Boulevard or Interstate 5. October’s
discussion will focus on the route
beginning on Barbur Boulevard or

supports this whole heartedly.”

“Everything is running smoothly,”
Ford said, “but we're only at five
percent of design.”

Ford warned that
potential issues might
arise like a wetland in
the right-of-way or other
issues that may stall the
progress.

In July, the steering
committee will discuss
the connection options
to PCC Sylvania. In
September, the topic
will be whether to align
light rail along Barbur
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nwnaturalappliances.com
2810 5E 8ih Ave, Parfland, OR 97202

i and Tax incentives!

Call Now: 800-485-1183

Are You Still
. Paying Too Much For

e
— Your Medications?

Rosuvastatin®

¥78.30

Generic equivalent of Crestor™
Generic price for for 20mg x 90

Crestor™

$794.70

Typical US Brand Price
for 20mg x 90

You can save up to 93% when you fill
your prescriptions with our Canadian
and International prescription service.

Hans ] Manseth - Certified Financial Planner™
503.227.4817 / hans@hjamfinancial.com

Securities and investment advisory services are offered solely by Equity Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. HJAM Financial Services, LLC
and all other entities and individuals are independent of Equity Services, Inc. Hans J Manseth, CFP® is a Registered Representative and
Investment Adviser Representative of Equity Services, Inc. One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05604 (800)344-7437 TC93339(0117)3

This Father’s Day, send a special Dad the legendary flavor of

Wild Alaskan Smoked
Copper River Salmon

$42 $29 Save 30%!

1 Ib. Copper River Smoked Sockeye Fillet (Item #1-02161)

TO ORDER:
Use code FD162 online at SeaBear.com
or by calling 855-972-7983

Discount limited to one per
order. Offer expires June 18"
2017 or while supplies last.

PURE

NATURAL WILD HANDCRAFTED SMALL-BATCH SMOKED

Sildenafil $136.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Viagra $2011.91

Typical US Brand Price for 100mg x 40

Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping On
Your 1st Order!

plus Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get
GERLALDZE free shipping on your first prescription order with Canada
Drug Center. Expires December 31, 2016. Offer is valid for
prescription orders only and can not be used in conjunction with any other offers.
Valid for new customers only. One time use per household. Use code 15FREE to
receive this special offer.

Call Now! 800-485-1183

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid

Get an extra

915 off

prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.
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