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River West Village to begin memberships and services in 2017

By Jack Rubinger
The Southwest Portland Post

Whether we like it or not, we're all
getting older. Aging brings on many
emotions — confusion, fear, excitement
and a sense of isolation. The truth is
that people have been moving away
from their families for generations in
this country. But there’s a growing
movement to help seniors connect with
who and what they need.

River West Village is a novel model
and part of a hub and spoke grassroots
organization (Villages NW) developed
by community members for seniors
in Southwest Portland and in other
areas of Multnomah, Washington, and
Clackamas counties.

River West will serve seniors in
Southwest Portland. The goal is for
seniors to live wherever they want to
live with a sense of power, a sense of
connectedness, interdependence, and
information on resources.

To learn more about River West the
public is invited to an informational
session on Saturday, June 11, from 10
a.m. to noon, at St. Luke Lutheran
Church, 4595 SW California St. Or
visit: http://riverwestvillage.org/rwx.

River West is just getting off the
ground and expects to start accepting
members and providing services
sometime in 2017. So what have River
West volunteers been doing since 2015
and what’s the plan for 2017?

“We've been raising funds, holding
planning meetings, having soup
suppers to spread awareness and
build community,” said volunteer John
Dougherty.

River West established a Wednesday
morning men’s coffee group in 2015.
The group has met every week since
then at 10 a.m. at the Maplewood
Coffee and Tea.

River West Village volunteer John
Dougherty. (Post photo by Jack Rubinger)

They talk mostly about fishing,
interesting life experiences, and,
with restraint, politics. “Everyone is
welcome and appreciated,” said Darl
Kleinbach, outreach team leader. “We
are currently in the process of creating
the village and building our volunteers
corps.”

Villages NW, the “hub”, is a
nonprofit organization which has
worked over the past two years to
organize neighborhood residents into
planning groups and to get seven
grassroots “villages” into development
across Portland — four in Multnomah
County, two in Washington County and
one in Clackamas County.

“I see ‘villages’ as restorative of the
ways we’d naturally look out for one
another through our lifespans, as we
would living in a little village,” said
volunteer Rachel Mohlere. “They’re
a modern, urban model for restoring
natural relationships.”

What kinds of services are provided?
“Things like transportation, food,
picking up prescriptions, walks, pet
care, and computer help —whatever the
community demands,” said Mohlere.

“An important differentiator is to
ensure safety and transparency so
all vendors are vetted and criminal
backgrounds checked and trained
because they’re often inside people’s
homes. Trust is the success,” she said.

In the vetted vendor program
companies will be nominated by
members. Village volunteers will
screen these companies. Once
approved, River West volunteers will
refer members to the vendors when
they need a plumber, tree trimming or
other services.

Fees are paid by the member just
as they would if they did their own
research for someone to do these
tasks. The benefit is that River West
volunteers do the screening for them
and will help troubleshoot if needed.

Villages NW is a non-profit
organization with 501(c)(3) status.
It is registered as an Oregon public
benefit corporation. To learn more
about the Portland metro-area Village
movement and get involved, please
visit Villages NW at www.VillagesNW.
org or email info@VillagesNW.org.

New gas tax proceeds would help pay for
Capitol Highway improvements

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTEBOOK

According to Chris Lyons, who
heads the Multnomah transportation
committee, the new gas tax allocates
$3,310,345 to Southwest Capitol
Highway from Taylors Ferry Road to
Garden Home Road (West Portland to
Multnomah Village).

The project leverages system
development charges. City bureaus are
charged with the mission of planning
and maintaining Portland’s streets,
sidewalks, transit, water service, sanitary
sewer system, and parks.

These services are partially funded
through specific fees.

“There is $5 million in system
development charges [earmarked] for
this project,” Lyons wrote, “so we now
have $8.3 million dedicated.”

However, according to the city, the
total cost for improvements is more likely
in the $12 million range, so more will
be needed. The hope is that the Bureau
of Transportation will grant funds that
would help to close that gap.

Here is a link to the full project list,
with Capitol Highway information on
Page 4: www.fixourstreetsportland.
com.

Multnomabh joins coalition to
oppose gentrification

A motion was passed by the
Multnomah Neighborhood Association
last month to join forces with several
other neighborhood associations
(Eastmoreland, Overlook, and Goose
Hollow, to name a few) in opposing
infill projects that destroy the character
of the community, destroying trees and
older affordable homes, and increasing
density without adjusting for parking.

“We’re not opposed to middle
housing—small cottages, tiny homes,
duplexes,” said vice-chair Martie Sucec,
“but we are opposed to the location and
not wherever they want to put it!”

“Well, a whole lot of middle housing
is being destroyed already,” said one
neighbor. There was one person against
joining forces.

— Erik Vidstrand
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KEITH DAVIS

Over 30 years

WOOD FLOORS

A Family Orwned Business Since 1982

® Restoration Repairs & Rcrinis!n'nﬁ'
® State of the Art Dust Containment
o Installation of New Wood Floors

® Environmentally Friendly Finishes

508.282.0623

czbecker.com

TRADE UP HERE - WE BUY GEAR

10% WITH
THIS
OFF! e

CCB #48132

HUM stgym DRUM

7645 SW CAPITOL HWY - 503 452 8800 - HUMSTRUMDRUM.COM

CONSTRUCTION, LLC experience
m KITCHEN & BATHROOM
0 REMODEL
- HISTORIC & WHOLE
HOUSE RENOVATION
- DECKS, WINDOWS,
MAINTENANCE & MORE

503.329.9212 | kdcllc@mac.com
keithdavisconstruction.com | CCB#173455

Did you know you can insert your
preprinted flier or brochure
in The Post for as little as $350?

Call Don Snedecor at 503-244-6933
for details.

Deadline for July is June 20.

e Post

e US and Foreign Coins
¢ World Currency
¢ Gold and Silver Bullion
¢ Collector Supplies/Books
¢ Appraisals
e Family friendly
¢ Hot coffee and
Friendly conversation
o ALWAYS BUYING

9214 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Highway 971-302-7972
www.harryscoinshop.com

EEESZ COIN SHOP
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< HJAM FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC >

Hans J Manseth, CFP®
Certified Financial Planner ™

‘LIVING & WORKING WITH CLIENTS LOCALLY SINCE 2001”

hans@hjamfinancial.com * www.hjamfinancial.com
825 NE Multnomah Suite 1150 Portland, OR 97232

503.227.4817 ext. 3033 « 888.769.6532

Hans J Manseth, CFP® is a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative

of, and securities and investment advisory services are offered solely through, Equity Services,

Inc. (ESI), Member FINRA/SIPC, One National Life Dr., Montpelier, VT 05604 (800) 344-7437.
HJAM Financial Services is independent of Equity Services, Inc.
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Fresh Local Real Estate

Deirdre McDonnell | Realtor®
dmcdonnell@windermere.com
OFFICE: (503) 497-5422
CELL: (503) 360-8939
www.deirdremcdonnell.withwre.com
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" YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HANDYMAN )

20 years in Multnomah Village!

“Call Kenny!”

Kenneth S. Morse CCB License #195820

503-939-5452

morseks @aol.com
Excellent SW Portland references
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Tree pruning & preservation
Tree & stump removals [
Arborist reports & Consulting °
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MULTNOMAH
Tree Experts,L1D.

Peter Torres, M.F.

ISA Certified Arborist (PN-650B)
CCB #154349

Multnomah Village

(503)452-8160

Peter@MultnomahTree.com
www.multnomahtree.com




