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Under Coach King’s reign, Wilson women’s soccer is flourishing

SPORTS

By Jack Rubinger
The Southwest Portland Post

On a cool night in October, the Wilson
High School women's soccer team is looking
strong, confident and loose during warm-
ups before a game with Roosevelt High
School. They re all laughing and talking.

“They’re technically skilled. But their
hearts and minds need to be in it. It really
comes down to mindset. At this level, there
are no easy games,” said varsity coach
Allison King.

Taking the field in pink jerseys in honor
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the
Trojans clap twice for each opposing player
announced. It’s a tradition for all youth
teams in the sport.

Once the game is underway, the Trojans

strike hard, fast and often. By the end of
the first half, the team has already scored 8

goals behind the ball handling and shooting
skills of Eva Vlassopolous, Talulah Beisel,
Sara Trejo, Mackenna Clizer, Tori Butler, and
Maddi Day.

The team’s style of play is controlled and
accurate. Roosevelt is putting up a good
fight, but Wilson is clearly dominating
the field and their goalkeeper has had few
serious threats.

“It's been a season of extremes,” King
said. “Either 10 goal shutouts or losing by
four. We're still trying to find a consistent
middle ground.”

The Trojans scored three more times in
the second half for an 11 - 0 shut out over
Roosevelt. Roosevelt had a strong effort,
but Wilson showed superior skills and
physical toughness. It looked easy, but
soccer is a game of possessions. You control
each possession and you control the game.

Although King said she sees her entire
squad as superstars, one player to watch
out for is Sara Trejo. Trejo, number 15, is
one of the most skilled and composed
young women King has ever worked with
at center midfield.

“I'm especially

King is honing a state-contending
women’s soccer team built off of
Wilson’s legacy as a 2013 Oregon School
Activities Association State runner-up,
2013 Portland Interscholastic League
co-champion, and 2012 PIL champion.

King was also 2014 PIL coach of
the year. Her squad has produced all-
conference athletes every season.

Back in September, King was a little
frustrated. Her team had a rough pre-
season with a lot of injuries, so while
they played well, it hadn’t shown up
on the scoreboard.

“We increased our standing in state
last year, so we were presented with
a challenging pre-season schedule
coupled with injuries,” explained King.
“It means that our ladies have to work
harder.”

“Our system of play demands more
compact, high-pressing defenders
and versatile and skilled midfielders.
It really showcases a team’s offensive
talent and ability to possess and counter
quickly. I have high hopes for them to
do something fantastic once the season is

Allison King is women’s varsity soccer coach at Wilson
High School. (Post photo by Jack Rubinger)

three brothers, gravitated toward soccer

proud of Kennedy
Reed (center
back) and Sabine
Pigg (forward) —
two seniors who
have successfully
rehabbed from
serious ankle
injuries. Both of
them had goals
tonight,” said
King, following

Junior Maddi Day (left) and senior Sabine Pigg practice at Wilson.

the Oct. 7 match-
up.

underway.”

The overall good vibe is due in part to
girls” soccer being well received at Wilson.
They have a supportive parent base who are
also active scouts. Administrative support is
strong, too. They even have a brand-new turf
field to play on.

It doesn't hurt that Portland is a soccer
city with a professional women'’s team (the
Thorns) and that the women’s world cup
was played so close to home last year. All
this positivity resonates throughout the
community.

King, who grew up in Vancouver with

early on. While she played at Brigham Young
University, she started coaching because she
couldn’t sit still. She’s been coaching for 10
years now.

Together with men’s coach Frank
Matthews, she brings a sense of altruism
to the field and avoids most of the sports
clichés.

“This team formed an immediate bond,”
said King. “There’s trust and respect. There’s
positive camaraderie. They are comfortable
speaking candidly with us coaches and they
have a great sense of self. What more can
I ask for?”

(Post photo by Jack Rubinger)
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Your Ticket to Local Holiday Savings

November 16th thru December 31st

Join us for Multnomah Village's
Holiday Gala: December 4th & 5th

Friday December 4th
5-9pm Festivities: Music, Santa Clause, Horse Drawn Carriages
Special events at most businesses
3:30 - 10pm  Wreaths & Swags for sale { Troop 229 Fundraiser & Food
Drrive) in [ront of Neighborhood House
6:42pm  Tree lighting

Saturday December 5th
8am  Kiwanis “Breakfast with Santa” fundraiser @ Lucky Lab
10am - Noon  Ginger Bread House Decorating at Riversgate Church
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Special Thanks to our Gold Sponsors

.§ UMPQUA
PN B - A-N-K

MARCO,

No‘l‘t‘}'l'l’i‘?ﬂt
WooLs

-

s.l.le.lt"!' Pets I;lc:erflga r}:db’sol:ahvg ﬂtg

Pet Supply Stores

New Mullnomuh Villuge Location
3612 SW Troy Street

(Right behind Switch Shoes)

971-222-2686

We have three more convenient locations in Portland
4435 SE Woodstock Blvd 1736 SE Hawthorne Blvd 2100 NE Alberta St
503-889-0789 503-236-8036 503-249-6571
www.healthypetsnw.com

7te Nartunal Alternative for Pet Foods & Supplies
Parker Realty, Inc.

Vermont Hills/
S Alpenrose
i .' $399,500

1950 three-bedroom
house with daylight
basement, light and
bright. Hardwood

- = floors, fireplace
and attached garage. Large .24-acre mostly flat lot with huge
backyard. Excellent location, nice and quiet.

Jeff Parker

Your Neighborhood

The inventory of houses for sale in the Portland Metro area Realtor Since 1980

remains at historic lows. High demand for homes in our area
coupled with low interest rates and lack of homes for sale
translates to higher prices! If you are thinking of selling contact us
today for a free market analysis.
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503-977-1888 * 7830 SW 35th Ave., Portland, OR
www.parkerrealtypdx.com




