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Commissioner Fish and Water Bureau staff discuss
surplus property policy
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By Erik Vidstrand
The Southwest Portland Post

Over 60 residents, community
activists, and government officials
attended the Sept. 9 meeting of the
Multnomah Neighborhood Associa-
tion.

City Commissioner Nick Fish,
Water Bureau director David Shaff,
and other city folks were on hand to
discuss the new city policy on surplus
property.

“We sold the Water House—a proj-
ect launched by Commissioner (Ran-
dy) Leonard in 2009—to demonstrate
the benefits of water-efficient homes.
We also curbed water rates to below
five percent,” Fish said. “Tualatin’s
rate is 12 percent.”

“We also created a statewide inde-
pendent advocacy group to monitor
water bureau actions.”

“The Freeman Water Tank was the
catalyst,” Fish went on. “I wasn’t
satisfied with the current policy. I
was obliged to honor the contract.”
Editor’s Note: For background, see letters
and story in the November 2013 edition
of The Post.

Fish went on to say that in the
future, the Water Bureau will not ad-
vertise on Craigslist, ask a fair value
price, have no advertising or signs,
and notify the neighborhood and
business associations.

“We appreciated the public’s input,
but let’s test drive the revamped
policy first,” Fish said.

Fish complimented the group for
“turning lemons to lemonade.”

Questions came next. Neigh-
bors questioned everything
from pending lawsuits against
Fish and the Water Bureau,
Superfunds, and gouging rate
payers for unrelated projects.

“It is illegal to use funds
from every bureau to help
pay for water services,” Shaff
explained.

“Was it appropriate to
charge ratepayers money to
move pipes?” a Multnomah
resident asked.

“Yes, it was fine,” Shaff an-
swered. “But we need to shift
the cost of the superfund to
taxpayers, not the water rate
payers.”

Shaff explained the new
surplus property policy.

“First of all, all bureaus will
be notified. The property is
no longer needed and will ask

L -

if four or five other bureaus
want to purchase the land.”

Commissioner Nick Fish discussed the city's

After ten days, the property new surplus property policy at the Multnomah

sale will be put into writing,
then public notice to all includ-
ing Metro, the county, and state.

“It will then be listed on the city’s
website, and not buried, hard to find,”
the director continued to explain.

The property will then be listed
with a sign for intent to sell for at least
a minimum of 45 days. Community
newspapers would be utilized, and
then an emergency ordinance will be
enacted, after a second hearing, by the
city council.

If the council says yes, then the
property will be listed on the NMLS
(Nationwide Mortgages Licensing
System and Registry) and the city

Neighborhood Association meeting on Sept. 9.
(Post photo by Erik Vidstrand)

will not accept any offers for 30 days.

Randy Bonella said that 30 days
is not very long since business and
neighborhood associations meet only
once a month.

“Sixty days is much better,” Bonella
said.

“Ask the (City) Auditor to audit the
property,” someone else suggested.

“We’re committed to doing bet-
ter,” Fish conceded. “We're going to
fine tune this model and export it to
all bureaus. This will be a consistent
policy that everyone can use.”

Writer April Henry
(Continued from Page 5)

Unlike some writers, who agonize
before a blank computer screen,
Henry said she “likes writing,” and
rarely has writer’s block.

As for her inspiration? Henry keeps
a huge file of potential book topics.
She thinks life itself is full of great
ideas. “Don’t you think the news is
filled with stories?” she said, smiling.

When asked how her writing has
grown since she finished her first
book, she didn’t hesitate. “Oh, I can
write a book in a really short amount
of time and have it be good.”

Henry had two new books come
out last summer. A young adult mys-
tery, “Body in the Woods,” for which
she accompanied search and rescue
teams for background research, and
“Deadly Business,” co-written with
Lis Wiehl, a former reporter and
federal prosecutor.

Henry doesn’t get many rejections
anymore. But she will never forget
her determination to achieve her
childhood dream.

In fact, her advice for would-be au-
thors is pretty simple: Don’t give up.
“I think tenacity is more important
than talent.” Fortunately for Henry,
she has an abundance of both.

April Henry has a wonderful web-
site where you can contact her, read
about her books and more. Visit www.
aprilhenrymysteries.com.

If you took photos of Southwest Sunday
Parkways on Sept. 28, please email high
resolution images to The Post news@
multnomahpost.com. Be sure to include
contact information so we can credit
you accordingly. We will include photos
in the next edition. Thanks!
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A Family Orumed Business Since 1982

® Restoration Repairs & Refinishing
* State of the Art Dust Containment
# Installation of New Wood Floors

® Environmentally Friendly Finishes

503.282.0623
czbecker.com

CCB #48132

CZ BECKER COMPANY & KEITH DAVIS

Over 30 years

CONSTRUCTION, LLC experience
I = ""'-'— KITCHEN & BATHROOM
g - REMODEL
i - HISTORIC & WHOLE
# HOUSE RENOVATION
- DECKS, WINDOWS,
MAINTENANCE & MORE

503.329.9212 | kdcllc@mac.com
keithdavisconstruction.com | CCB#173455

y
Decks - Stairs « Rails - Trellises = Screens » Benches

DECKS

I live in the neighborhood. CCB#173192
Davis Hart » 503-888-4342 * DecksbyDavisHart.com

dftealthy Fiving

Enrique Gomez Morayta, MD

Board Certified Internal Medicine Integrative Holistic Medicine

Longer Appointments, 30-60 min
Same Day Appointments « Minimal to No Wait Time
Human and Warm Healthcare « Personalized Attention & Quality Care
Integrative Holistic Approach « Mindful-Based Stress Reduction

9221 SW Barbur Blvd, Suite 208
Portland, OR 97219

Tel (971) 285 0065
www.healthylivingim.org

Advertising Sales Representative

The Post is seeking a freelance advertising sales
representative to sell advertising to neighborhood
businesses. Work out of your home, flexible hours, deadline
oriented. Great for semi-retired or college student. Please
send resume and cover letter to don@multnomahpost.com,
fax 866-727-5336 or mail to Publisher, 4207 SE Woodstock
Blvd., Box #509, Portland, OR 97206.
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QUALITY GEAR, INSTRUMENTS & LESSONS

MAKE m MUSIC

HUM srpym DRUM

7645 SW CAPITOL HWY - 503 452 8800
HUMSTRUMDRUMSHOP.COM

" YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HANDYMAN

20 years in Multnomah Village!

“Call Kenny!”

Kenneth S. Morse CCB License #195820

503-939-5452

morseks @aol.com
Excellent SW Portland references
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Tree pruning & preservation

Tree & stump removals [

Arborist reports & Consulting .
.
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MULTNOMAH
Tree Experts,LTD.

Peter Torres, M.F.

ISA Certified Arborist (PN-650B)
CCB #154349

Multnomah Village

(503)452-8160

Peter@MultnomahTree.com
www.multnomahtree.com

Family &
Cosmetic

Dentistry
503-246-2564

www.mvdentalcare.com

7717 SW 34th Avenue ¢ Portland, OR 97219
(Multnomah Village * SW Capitol Highway & 34th Ave.)




