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DISH Network delivers 
the BEST VALUE on TV!  

Local Channels Included! 
with 24 month agreement. 

Packages starting at 

MO. 
for 12 months 

FREEFREEFREE

For 3 months.

OVER 20  

MOVIE CHANNELS 

FREEFREEFREE
SAME DAY

INSTALLATION

IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

where  
available. 

CALL 
TODAY,

INSTALLED 
TODAY!

1-888-699-7545
Call Now and Save Over $800 This Year on TV!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MKT1111

AUTHORIZED RETAILER 

included for 

up to 12 MONTHS 
with qualifying packages 

Get More Titles Than NETFLIX! 

Everyday price guarantee valid only on the following packages: DishFAMILY , America ’s Top 120, America ’s Top 120 Plus, America ’s Top 200, America ’s Top 250, DISH America , DISH America Silver, DISH America Gold. BLOCKBUSTER Movie Pass (1 disc at a time): New qualifying DISH Network service activated between 10/01/11 and 1/31/12 will include 3-month 
bundle. If you activate with a 24-month agreement and minimum of America ’s Top 200 programming package, 12-month bundle included. At end of your promotional period, bundle discounts ($5 on BLOCKBUSTER Movie Pass and $5 on programming package) will end, and you will be charged then-current prices on each component. Requires the following: 
online DISH Network account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV; HD equipment to receive full range of channels. You can exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Offer not available in Hawaii , Alaska , Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. BLOCKBUSTER name, 
design and related marks are trademarks of Blockbuster L.L.C. © 2011 Blockbuster L.L.C.  Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. After 12 months of programming credits, then-current price will apply. $10/mo 
HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is $99; after 3 free months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH Network 
upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; upfront and monthly fees may apply based on type and number of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. Prices, packages, programming and offers subject to change without notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to 
terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/12. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office,Inc. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one time 
processing fee.

I feel safe.  I am protected.  I have Life Alert®.

When 

ALONE
I am home 

One touch of a button sends help quickly in 

the event of a medical emergency, fall, home 

invasion, fi re or carbon monoxide poisoning.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-888-698-1496

Now we have two systems available: Now we have 
New!

• Life Alert Classic for seniors 

• Life Alert 50+ for people 50+

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Dear EarthTalk: Is it true that gas 
furnaces cost less to run and burn 
cleaner than their oil counterparts? 
If I make the switch, how long 
should I expect it to take for me to 
pay back my initial investment? 
And are there any greener options 
I should consider?  

– Veronica Austin, Boston, MA

It is true that natural gas has been 
a more affordable heat source than 
oil for Americans in recent years. 
The federal Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) reports that the 
average American homeowner will 
pay only about $732 to heat their 
home with gas this winter season 
(October 1 through March 31) ver-
sus a whopping $2,535 for oil heat. 

While the price of natural gas has 
remained relatively stable in the last 
few years, oil prices have been high 
and rising thanks in large part to 
continued unrest in Middle Eastern 
oil producing countries. Just two 
years ago the average winter home 
oil-heating bill was $1,752.

While oil prices are likely to re-
main high and volatile in the fore-
seeable future, most energy analysts 
agree that pricing for natural gas, 
much of which is still derived do-
mestically, is not expected to rise or 
fluctuate substantially in the U.S. 
any time soon. 

According to EIA economist and 
forecaster Neil Gamson, the U.S. 
already has a glut of natural gas 
and expects even more domestic 
production to come online soon as 
drillers are set to open up the Mar-
cellus Shale in Pennsylvania and 
New York to more gas development.

Only about eight percent of U.S. 
homes are on oil heat today. Most 
are in the Northeastern U.S. and 
were built back in the day when 
oil was the cheapest way to keep 
toasty through the long winters. 
Many utilities have since put gas 
lines into neighborhoods that didn’t 
have them in the past, opening the 
door for homeowners to switch out 
old inefficient oil furnaces for more 
efficient gas units.

The federal government’s 30 
percent tax credit (capped at $500) 
for upgrading to a high efficiency 
furnace expires at the end of 2011 
but will likely be extended in one 
form or another into 2012. In the 
meantime, some states, munici-
palities and utilities offer their own 
incentives and low-interest loans on 
upgraded, high-efficiency furnaces. 

Check what’s available in your 
area via a zip code or map-based 
search online at the website of the 
Database of State Incentives for 
Renewables and Efficiency (DSIRE). 
Regardless of incentives, gas fur-
naces tend to cost less than their oil 

counterparts anyway, but install-
ing one from scratch will incur an 
extra thousand dollars or two to 
run a gas line to it from the street. 

Only eight percent of U.S. homes use oil heat today. Natural gas is both cheaper 
and has lower carbon emissions than oil, though it is still a fossil fuel and its 
green-friendliness is overstated. Most eco-advocates would rather see a shift to 
truly renewable heating sources like geothermal or solar.  (Photo courtesy of 
iStock/ThinkStock)

If natural gas continues to be 
substantially cheaper than oil, the 
fuel cost savings alone would pay 
back the up-front equipment and 

infrastructure investment within 
five years in most cases.

Environmentally speaking, 
gas has lower carbon emissions 
than oil, but hydraulic fracturing 
(“fracking”)—the highly contro-
versial gas extraction method in-
creasingly employed today (drill-
ers inject water, sand and chemi-
cals at high pressure underground 
to break through rock and access 
the natural gas)—takes a heavy toll 
on surrounding ecosystems and 
regional water quality. 

Most environmental advocates 
would rather see people transition 
to truly renewable heating sources 
like geothermal or solar. If you’re 
going to the cost and trouble of 
switching out an oil furnace for 
something new, a geothermal heat 
pump may cost more ($7,500 and 
up) than a new gas heating system 
but will save big bucks and emis-
sions in the long run. 

For those in reliably sunny areas, 
a solar heating system will cost 
even more up front but can deliver 
similar long term economic and 
environmental benefits.

CONTACTS: EIA, www.eia.gov; 
DSIRE, www.dsireusa.org.
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