8 ® The Southwest Portland Post

NEWS

April 2009

City seeks to update Bicycle Master Plan;
Open house scheduled for May 18

By Kate Bennett
The Southwest Portland Post

At the SWTrails meeting on Febru-
ary 26, Ellen Vanderslice and Denver
Igarta, both from the Portland Bureau
of Transportation (PDOT), spoke about
Portland’s Bicycle Master Plan update
and its impact upon Southwest Port-
land.

To provide a bit of background, Port-
land’s Bicycle Master Plan was first
adopted in 1996. According to PDOT’s
website, the purpose of the plan was
to provide “a blueprint for making
bicycling and walking an integral part
of daily life in Portland.”

The Bicycle Master Plan proved to be
a success. Since the firstimplementation
of the plan, Portland’s bikeway network
has more than doubled in miles, thou-
sands of bicycle parking spaces have
been added, and bicycle-related events
and activities have increased ten-fold.

As a result of this success, PDOT
wants to update the Master Plan. The
transportation office wants to prepare
our city for the next ten and twenty
years of cycling.

While the city makes beneficial bicy-
cle-related changes, others are taking
note. For instance, in 2008 Portland was
recognized by the League of American
Bicyclists as a platinum-status bicycle
friendly community.

But Southwest Portlanders, especially
the members of the SWTrails group,
felt as if Southwest Portland had not
reached platinum status as a bicycle

friendly community. The group decided
that something needed to be done in
order to remedy this.

With dedication and a passionate
desire to elevate Southwest Portland’s
bicycling community to platinum sta-
tus, six members of the SWTrails group
worked on and produced the Bicycle Fa-
cilities Strategy to Reach Platinum Status
in Southwest Portland.

The report, a detailed assessment of
Southwest Portland’s bicycle problems
and recommended solutions, was
submitted to the Office of Transporta-
tion on November 3, 2008. Luckily, the
report has been viewed favorably. As
Vanderslice remarked, “[the report] was
an excellent piece of work that has been
a great help to staff.”

The SWTrails group was obviously
excited to hear what Vanderslice and
Igarta had to say about their report at
the February 26th meeting. Overall,
their feedback was positive.

Vanderslice said the SWTrails group
identified a good network of bike
routes and that the Bicycle Master Plan
committee has “incorporated most of
the recommendations from the report
into the draft Bicycle Master Plan net-
work.”

One such recommendation that has
been incorporated into the draft plan
is a stretch from Terwilliger Boulevard
and 6th Avenue to Spring Garden Street
and 17th Avenue.

According to SWTrails, “a low traffic
neighborhood connection is needed
to provide a low traffic alternative to
Taylors Ferry.”

According to
the draft network
map, the resolu-
tion to this need is
a proposed bicycle
boulevard route
which would trav-
el along South-
west 6th Avenue,
Hume Street, 12th
Street and Carson
Street.

Another draft-
ed resolution is
to turn Southwest

Mitchell Street,
Westwood Drive,
and Westwood Court into “enhanced
shared roadways.”

According to Vanderslice, an en-
hanced shared roadway is a roadway
that has “shared roadway markings
(bike-and-chevron) and accompanying
signage delineating where bicyclists
and motorists share a travel lane.”

This resolution would address South-
west Portland’s need for a low traffic
link between Hillsdale and Fairmount
that has a gentle gradient.

There are many more proposed bike
routes for Southwest Portland, but the
type of biking facility placed on each
road depends on the road. As Vander-
slice noted, “What [bike facility] is most
suitable definitely varies according to
the street, based on traffic volumes and
speeds, sight lines, and other factors.”

She explained that although South-
west Portland has a hilly topography
and sight lines and connectivity issues,
there is still potential for biking facili-
ties ranging from cycle tracks to regular
bike lanes.

Vanderslice hopes to submit the Port-

land Bicycle Master Plan update to City
Council this September. In the mean-
time, she would love to see Southwest
Portland residents at the Open House
on May 18 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

The open house will be held in the
Wilson High School cafeteria and will
give residents the chance to weigh in on
the Bicycle Master Plan update as well
as the Streetcar System Plan.

As Vanderslice explained in an e-
mail to The Post, she needs to first hear
recommendations from the people of
Southwest Portland.

She then said that in order to imple-
ment the recommendations, “We need
to get the plan adopted, amend the
Comprehensive Plan per the plan’s rec-
ommendations, and implement at least
some funding strategies from our plan.
For all three of these steps we will need
the strong support of the community.”

If you wish to see the current draft
of the Bicycle Master Plan update
prior to the open house, visit the City
of Portland’s Office of Transportation’s
website at www.portlandonline.com.
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West Hills/Hillsdale
$747,500

Portland Heights

Hillsdale
$535,000

This 3+ BR 2.5 BA home is in better

Your Neighborhood Realtor
Since 1980

living room, Family room w/ french doors
to large deck. Master suite w/ built-ins &
deck. Upgrades in kitchen & baths includ-
ing, cherry cabinets, slab granite, marble &
recessed lighting throughout.

Charming Jaimeson Parker English
Cottage in the grid of Portland Heights.
4 bedrooms, fireplace, eating nook, den,

hardwoods and loads of built-ins. Partially
finished basement. Call Jeff Parker.

than new condition w/ only one owner!

Quiet area w/ beautiful sunsets. Kitchen

recently remodeled w/ slab granite & SS

appliances. Large family room off kitchen

w/ nook. Office/den or nursery off master
suite. Yard, deck & patio.

Vermont Hills
$359,000

Garden Home
$399,900

- .

1980 Contemporary 3 BR, 2 BA home
minutes from Multnomah Village. Spacious
2,422 sq ft. living in a secluded .28 acre
environment. SS appliances & gas heat.
4 decks & separate bonus room for
entertaining. Private wooded & creek
views. Chris Malcolm

Quality 1955 classic mid century design.
New vinyl windows throughout. Solid
oak floors, 2 fireplaces, 3 bedrooms and
2 full baths. Forced air gas heat and air
conditioning. Great location close to
Gabriel Park and SW Community Center.

Multnomabh Village
$359,000

R ok i
View of the coast range! 3 BR, 2 BA home.
1,652 sq ft. Light & bright living room
w/ woodstove & slider to large deck. 2
kitchens & oak floors. View & private deck
from master bedroom. Driveway & garage

below.

Multnomabh Village
$349,500

Must see this private oasis! 3+ BR, 2
BA. Very cool kitchen w/ glass tiles, SS
appliances & eating area. Private “get

away" office, bonus room or 4th BR over

garage. Hardwood floors thru-out, deck &
large private fenced yard.

Multnomabh Village

Cozy Bungalow located in Multnomah Vil-
lage. Living room w/ hardwood floors, fire-
place and view. Master bedroom upstairs
w/ full bath. Unfinished basement. Great
yard & located on a large .21 acre lot.

Vermont Hills
$335,000
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Bridlemile
$347,500

Excellent value! Classic Mid-Century Day
Ranch w/ sunset views. Living room w/
cozy fireplace. Large kitchen w/ eating

area. Lower level offers office / den, family
room w/ fireplace, laundry room & full
bath. Hardwood floors under carpets.

Wonderful sunsets & coast range views.
Enjoy your private retreat only 10 minutes
to downtown Portland or OHSU. 3 BD,
3 BA on .36 acre lot. Lower level offers
in-law apartment w/ 2nd kitchen. Vaulted
ceilings & wrap around deck w/ view.

Multnomabh Village
$235,000

Wonderful cottage in the heart of
Multnomah Village. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath
w/ finished 200 sq ft. bonus room in
basement. Hardwoods under carpets &
woodstove. Cute picket fence, garden and
garden shed.

Honesty ¢ Integrity ¢ Professionalism

With interest rates and home
values historically low, now is the
time to invest in real estate. Give
me a call at our office to discuss

your opportunities to build wealth
in today’s market.

Chris Malcolm ¢ 503-250-4561

chris@parkerrealtyportland.com

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

A downation Ls maode to Netghborhood House, tne., with each sale!




