
7 • The Southwest Portland Post NEWS March 2009

PRECISION HOME REPAIR
& DRYWALL

JON A. GOSCH

Phone: 503-643-3517

Pager: 503-441-8940

website: http://users.myexcel.com/precision1

Quality work at affordable rates
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB #77073

Quality dentistry in a caring, relaxed environment.

FAMILY &
COSMETIC
DENTISTRY

503-246-2564

7717฀SW฀34th฀Avenue฀•฀Portland,฀OR฀97219
(Multnomah฀Village฀•฀SW฀Capitol฀Highway฀&฀34th฀Ave.)

The IDEA Today … The SIGN Tomorrow!

503.244.0980
9220 SW Barbur Blvd. #111 - Portland - OR - 97219

•฀SIGNS

•฀BANNERS

•฀GRAPHICS

•฀MAGNETICS

•฀LETTERING

•฀LOGOS฀&฀MORE

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

(Continued from Page 6)

POST A TO Z 

BUSINESS CARD 

DIRECTORY 

503-244-6933

I told him, ‘Well, now that you mention 
it, the soccer fi elds could use some work.’ 
It’s a beautiful park, but the fi elds are in 
terrible condition.” According to Fish, 
poor drainage has caused a corner of one 
fi eld to sink so far that players standing 
there can’t be seen from the rest of the 
fi eld. “We need to work across jurisdic-
tions to get the job done,” Fish said.

Citizen planners want to start 
planning

A number of the 50 people who at-
tended a briefi ng on a new Central City 
Plan effort had this message for city 
planners – make us part of the process 
and do it now!

The Portland Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability is updating the Central City 
Plan as part of the Portland Plan process. 
The Central City includes the North 
Macadam area and other close-in neigh-
borhoods on both sides of the Willamette 

River as well as the downtown. 
The area is designated for intense 

development subject to design review. 
Current plans call for modest expansion 
of the area’s boundaries in several areas, 
such as an extension from downtown into 
Goose Hollow.

When planners said they intended 
to report back in a few months on their 
progress, several people called for more 
citizen involvement sooner in the process. 
Dean Gisvold of Irvington said, “I came 
to learn more about your citizen involve-
ment. I still don’t understand it, and to the 
extent that I do it’s inadequate. It’s not a 
partnership, it’s staff leading citizens.” 

Together with several others, Gisvold 
called for formation of a working group 
from among those present, and permis-
sion to start working.

“Is this supposed to be a citizen-
originated plan?” South Portland’s Bill 
Danneman asked. “Where do citizens 
play into this? We don’t want a repeat of 
the Southwest Community Plan process.” 
That process went years beyond its origi-
nal timeline, largely because of failure to 
get early agreement on goals.

Planner Steve Iwata responded, “You’re 
getting our early thinking now. We were 
debating when to hold this meeting.”

Some disagreement between the vol-
unteers emerged during the meeting. 
South Portland activist and former Metro 
Councilor Jim Gardner noted that the 
bureau was making projections based on 
the Metro 2040 Plan and a more aggres-
sive development approach. 

“What about a projection for a policy 
with less growth than Metro calls for?”

“Why would we do that?” Patricia 
Gardner (no relation) of the Pearl District 
asked.

“Because the densest Central City is 
not necessarily the most livable,” Jim 
Gardner replied.

Disputing this, Patricia Gardner de-
clared, “We have a responsibility to allow 
people to live here so that they don’t have 
to live in Beaverton.” Duane Hunting of 
Hillsdale suggested, “Gear downtown to 
people, not cars. People will fi nd a way 
to get there.”

over-regulate, people will ignore the laws. 
But where there are regulations, they need 
to be enforced and the penalties (for viola-
tions) increased.”

McAlister’s suggestions were not well 
received by the Commission. “Why 
should we have separate regulations for 
public and private trees?” commission 
member Howard Shapiro asked. “You say 
it’s working, but in some ways it’s not. I 
would like a good reason to have two sets 
of regulations.”

Greg Schifsky of Bridlemile also served 
on the Stakeholders Working Group, but 
did not testify. He later told The Post that 
he was impressed with the process so 
far. “It’s an incredibly complex issue,” 
he said. 

Schifsky was one of a group of south-
west activists that for years have tried 
to deal with the issue of “disappearing 
trees.” “It’s important that people are 
starting to pay attention to this issue,” 
he said. “It’s happening all over the city, 
but our efforts made it easier to get the 
process started.”

(Continued from Page 1)

Tree canopy

The Write Place at the 
Write Time

Need help writing or editing copy?

Call Don Snedecor at 503-341-6859 (cell).
Or e-mail don@multnomahpost.com.
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