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City Council hearing on Sears Armory rescheduled for June 12

By Mark Ellis
The Southwest Portland Post

In the matter of the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) process which will
decide the future of the Sears Center
Armory, it's down to three possible uses
and four proposals.

At a May 8 public meeting at the
facility named for Korean War hero
Jerome F. Sears, David Sheern (Portland
Development Commission associate
project coordinator) briefed citizens
about the City Council hearing on the
matter, rescheduled to June 12 at 2:00
p-m. at City Hall.

Once City Council has made their
recommendation, PDC will submit a
Final Re-Master Plan. The Department
of Defense will then make the final deci-
sion on the site’s new use.

“We will present our findings to the
city council,” said Sheern, “and then
it will be their decision as to what to
submit to the DOD.” Those findings
include a broad analysis of the various
proposals, existing condition of the
property including certification of the
base environment as toxic waste free,
and traffic impact studies based on
proposed usages.

The City Council will also consider a
huge stack of public input surrounding
future use. If the mood at the meeting
was any indication, that input includes
a fair share of contention and concern.

Four proposals made the final cut.
The Housing Authority of Portland
(HAP) and Community Partners for Af-

fordable Housing (CPAH) both propose
that the 1961 vintage armory and site be
converted to a mixed-income housing
development. Under their scenario,
housing opportunities would become
available for the disadvantaged and
homeless.

Westside Christian High School envi-
sions a quality educational facility, and
has agreed, if selected, to contribute
generously to programs aimed at help-
ing the disadvantaged constituency.
The final proposal is for a Portland
Emergency Response Management
(POEM) facility, which entails trans-
forming the site to a center from which
to coordinate city-wide emergency
response mechanisms.

Under the housing plans the existing
facility would be demolished to make
way for new housing units and HAP
and CPAH office complexes. With the
Westside Christian High School and
POEM proposals, the existing brick and
mortar of the base would remain.

In 2005 the Army decided for various
reasons to declare the facility surplus,
with a final pullout scheduled for 2011.
The PDC undertook the BRAC process,
and determined that the site was eli-
gible for residential, educational, or--as
was the case with Army operations-
-office/industrial use. Various propos-
als were put forth, and the March 8th
meeting signaled that the list had been
winnowed down to four.

The Westside Christian High School
proposal would house the school’s
administrative offices and classroom
space enough for 275 students. “We

295
UNITED STATES ARMY
RESERVE CENTER

Portland City Council will hold a hearmg on ]une 12 to help decide the fate of the Sears

Armory. (Post file photo by Don Snedecor)

believe that Westside Christian is the
ideal reuse candidate for the Sears Ar-
mory,” said Westside principal Andy
Sears, who affirms that the school’s
plan is the only proposal not requiring
public funds.

“Instead,” says Sears, “public funds
are generated.” Project manager Steve
Reiff said, “Westside Christian is a high
quality academic institution that would
be a long term asset to the neighbor-
hood.”

The school has committed to pro-
vide community space on the grounds

Pickup Truck For Sale!

2001 Silverado LS 2500HD, Ext. Cab w/Super-
glide Hitch, 5th wheel ready shortbed, allison, cus-
tom leather, 33,000 miles, $24,000 or best offer.

971-246-0506

should they become the new owners,

and have agreed, if selected, to contrib-

ute generously to long term funding

of the city’s Home Again Mentoring

program, aimed at helping the home-

less and disadvantaged constituency.
Under both the HAP and CPAH
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Elderly, Unmotivated, or
Disorganized?

Call me for help with yardwork,
housework, organizing, clerical, computer,
writing, and memoriabilia (photos, tapes,
scrapbooks, scanning). $13 per hour for all.

Paul L. (503) 892-5751
indicat34@yahoo.com

Nail Savvy Spa

Open Mon—Sat, 10am—7pm

1513 SW Sunset Blvd.,
Portland, OR 97239

503-245-9770

Enjoy and experience an environ-
ment of complete relaxation. Be
confident of sanitary conditions
that exceed the state requirements

* Dry Heat
* $14 Manicure &
$25 Pedicure Service

= Acrylic Nails
Each treatment can be personal-
ized to fit your needs to produce
the results you desire. Walk-ins
welcome
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be well ...

and well informed

Bowman’s Hillsdale

Pharmacy

6256 SW Capitol Hwy.
503-244-7582 ¢ email: hdrx@pcez.com

*Walk-In Adult Immunizations

*Experienced Compounding
Pharmacists

OREGON SCHOOL of MASSAGE

Offering advanced certification programs in
Maternity, Shiatsu and Sports Massage.

Summer Term begins June 23rd. For more information,
contact an Admissions Coordinator or attend a free
Massage Training Preview June 14th at 10am.

Stretch yourself
this summer!

Enjoy flexible scheduling,
affordable tuition and
quality instruction.

PORTLAND
PLAN

The Portland Plan
will Sha]iEﬁla
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Be of
the P:-or:versa"hon

You have a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to talk about things
that matter.

Community Summits
Saturday, June 14

® 9am.to 12 noon
Floyd Light Middle School
10800 SE Washington St

Portland, Oregon

® 2p.m.to5p.m.
Rake Portland State University

Smith Ballroom

1825 SW Broadway
Portland, Oregon

TrarFlandmlan
M/ Rortianapic

Go o rimelong to plan your trip Lo the Community Summits.

Vestas. mxomps] [ 620
9500 SW Barbur Blvd. 2100 2111 Front St NE i FRITLER 3 RRCHESEN T T
Portland, OR 97219 Salem, OR 97301 iy e g D B, s ﬁ-
5 5 MmEAU OF rtland State N
503-244-3420 or 1-800-844-3420 503-585-8912 or 1-877-588-8912 PLANNINGES % T NET LIOOB
www.oregonschoolofmassage.com Caege +1 Urn and Publc ATtz L e




