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From the Editors of E/The Environmental
Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: What is the status
of sharks around the world? I see oc-
casional stories about sharks attacking
humans, but on balance aren’t we a lot
more brutal to them then they are to
us?

-- Pam Hitschler, Radnor, PA

It’s true that humans do a lot more
damage to shark populations than vice
versa. Marine biologists report that
sharks are in rapid decline around the
world. In the North Atlantic Ocean,
shark populations have declined more
than 50 percent over the past 20 years
alone, with some species now nearing
extinction.

Experts see the primary cause as
overfishing, which depletes sharks as
well as their prey. Sharks are especially
vulnerable to illegal “longlines” (fish-
ing nets strung across dozens if not
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Sharks are in rapid decline around the world, mostly due to overfishing,
which wipes out the sharks themselves as well as the food they depend upon.
Sharks face an especially uphill battle to survive in the face of human pre-
dation because they have few births and take a long time to mature. (Photo

hundreds of miles of ocean), where they
getinadvertently snared along with the
tuna and swordfish fishermen intend
to catch.

Rising demand for shark fin soup in
is also contributing to the demise of
sharks. According to a report by Wil-
daid, shark fins are among the most ex-
pensive seafood products in the world,
selling for some $700 per kilogram on
the Hong Kong market.

With prices like that, many longline
fishermen, who are already operating
illegally, are happy to augment their
incomes by “finning” a few sharks
along the way. (Finning is the practice
of removing a fin from a shark and dis-
carding the rest of the carcass at sea.)

Often, threatened wildlife species
manage to maintain their numbers in
spite of excessive human predation.
But sharks face an especially uphill
battle, says renowned shark expert
Ransom Myers, because they “take a
long time to mature and have relatively
few babies.”

So what is being done to save sharks?
In the U.S., the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation Actis the primary law
that oversees the conservation of U.S.
fisheries and has established various
management regulations for 39 species
of sharks in the Atlantic Ocean, Carib-
bean Sea and Gulf of Mexico. It outlaws
finning if the carcass is discarded but
not if the rest of carcass is kept, clearly
an unfortunate loophole.

The U.S. also helped develop a
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization treaty (the International
Plan of Action for the Conservation and

Management of Sharks) whereby 87
countries agreed to develop their own
plans for the conservation of sharks.

However, only two countries—the
U.S. and Australia—have lived up to
the agreement. The U.S. plan is admin-
istered by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, which
has been working with regional fisher-
ies authorities to make sure fishermen
are sticking to cautiously low quotas
regarding the number of sharks they
are allowed to catch.

What can consumers do to save the
sharks? The Monterey Bay Aquarium in
Monterey, California urges consumers
to avoid all shark products, not just on
restaurant menus but also all souvenirs
such as jaws and teeth, and shark-
cartilage pills, which have been touted
as cancer cures but which have been
proven to be completely ineffective and
are now widely considered a scam.

The aquarium also encourages con-
sumers to support with their pocket-
books conservation groups working to
protect sharks and oceans, and specifi-
cally those working to set aside marine
reserves that are off-limits to fishing.

CONTACTS: Wildaid, www.wildaid.
org; Monterey Bay Aquarium, www.

montereybayaguarium.org /[ CIr/Sea-

foodwatch.asp.
GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-

TION? Send it to: EarthTalk,c/o0 E/The
Environmental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098,
Westport, CT 06881; submit it at: www.
emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/,
or e-mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com.
Read past columns at: www.emagazine.
com/earthtalk/archives.php.

West #ills

Hultnomah Village

View of the coast range! 3 bedroom, 2

Stunning traditional home! New construc-
tion. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths with den/office
and bonus room. Kitchen with granite,
eating island and nook. Quiet and peace-
ful neighborhood $499,500.

Pearched way up high on a .63 acre
mostly flat lot. This mid century has a nice
view, privacy and character. 3 bedrooms,
hardwoods, sunroom & double garage.

Wonderful one level home. Hardwood
floors throughout. Light & bright living
room with vaulted ceiling & fireplace.
Master bedroom with double closet &
bath. Large laundry room. $419,000

Original owner! Wonderful valley view. 2

bedrooms, 2 baths. Classic wood vaulted

ceiling in living room w/ woodstove. Level
entry & double garage. $417,500

bath home. 1,652 square feet. Light &
bright living room w/ woodstove & slider

to large deck. 2 kitchens & Oak floors.

View & private deck from master bed-
room. Driveway & garage below. $415,000

Cozy bungalow with view located in the West
Hills. Large private lot in great neighborhood.
Updated, skylights and hardwood floors. Light
and bright kitchen with tons of windows. Full
unfinished basement. $397,500.

Living room w/ fireplace & vaulted ceiling.
Remodeled kitchen. Oak floors in living
room, kitchen & dining room. Powder
room on main. Master bedroom on upper
level w/ full bath & balcony. Lower level
with 2nd bedroom, den, full bath, storage
and laundry. Skylights. Wonderful wooded
views. $389,500

Multnemah Villoge
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Cozy Bungalow located in Multnomah
Village. Living room with hardwood floors
and fireplace. Master bedroom upstairs
with full bath. Unfinished basement. Great
yard with deck. $389,000

H#Hillsdale

Wonderful location near Robert Gray &
dog park. Quiet street. Large private deck
off new gourmet kitchen. Theatre room in
lower level. Climate controlled wine room.

Excellent value! $374,900

/’/alfaoaé Va“”&y

Ay

Great home located in Multnomah Village.
Fireplace & pergo floors in living room &
family room. Remodeled kitchen with new
cabinets, tile floor & eating bar. Slider to
deck and large back yard with hot tub,
garden & tool shed. $347,000

Capitol #ill

3 BD, 2 BA home with hardwoods. Private
fenced back yard, light & bright with family
room and den. Just blocks to Custer Park &
Multnomah Village. $337,500.
Chris Malcolm

Multnemah Village
E SR

Classic 2+ bedroom Bungalow in Mult-
nomah Village. Built in 1922. Hardwood
floors & front porch. Kitchen w/ oak cabi-
nets. Unfinished basement w/ outside en-
trance. Laundry room off kitchen. Fenced
back yard, quiet location. $264,500

Hulbinomak Village

Totally renovated townhomes in Multno-
mah Village. 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms available.
Solid slab granite countertops, bamboo
floors ,new bathroom, new plumbing &
wiring. Affordable living with class and
style. $144,500 and up
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