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• In an outreach activity, during Domestic  Violence 
Awareness Month, we asked some of our 8th graders 
what an ideal relationship would look like to them • 

 

Here are the responses  

They must be:  

Nice, truthful, kind, loyal, funny, supportive, communicative, have similar inter-

ests, take pride in their achievements, smart, helpful, honest, shorter than me, 

accepts no for an answer and wants kids.  
 

Deal breakers:  

Aren't mean, not annoying, mean posts on social media, lies to keep them happy, 

physical abuse, cheater, act like they don’t know you in public, body shames, 

spreads rumors, manipulative, mean to animals or people different than them, 

talks or flirts with others and has different political views.  
 

In a relationship I need:  

Someone who isn't controlling, that plays video games with them, nice, comfort-

ing, supportive, respectful, trust and love, communication, patience, humorous, 

genuine, someone I can go/talk to and someone with similar interests.  
 

What I value and it’s important to me that they value:  

Their own life and others, must love video games, their mental health and others, 

in each other’s beliefs, religion, gender identity, sexuality, my culture, their family 

and goals, own and others friends and families, themselves and baseball.  
 

Questions I would ask before a relationship:  

What are their likes, are they loyal, do you believe in breaks, do they do drugs, 

who their role models are, political opinions, favorite food and sports team.  
 

Here is how they can expect me to treat them:  

I will not be controlling, I will not threaten suicide if you want to break up, kind, 
allow space when partner is angry, will not say they hate them, respectful, non-

physical playfulness, give them all their love and respect, appreciative, patience, 
will be caring, and helpful. 


