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Chairman’s Report

Delores Pigsley

Tribal Restoration

Congratulations to everyone on 
the Tribe’s 47th Restoration anniver-
sary. Thank you to all of you who came 
to celebrate, it is heartwarming to see 
and visit with many of you.

We enjoyed visiting with other 
Tribal officials, local government 
officials, mayors and mostly with all 
our Tribal families, some who traveled 
great distances to be with us. You are 
all very much appreciated.

The announcement of the pur-
chase of the Table Rock property 
(see page 1) was a major priority of 
the Tribe this year as well as the leg-
islation and final action of the U.S. 
District Court to vacate the 1980 
legislation (consent decree) regarding 
hunting, fishing and gathering rights 
that the Tribe has had to live with for 
the last 44 years (see page 1).

Many of you will remember when 
we visited Table Rock, observing the 
land and acknowledging the signing 
of the 1853 Table Rock treaty, that 
occurred in 2003 at Touvelle Park with 
a feather dance and food. We plan to 
revisit the sight in the very near future.

Tribal Member Jack Strong was 
our guest speaker at Restoration this 
year. He was powerful in his remarks 
about growing up in Siletz, learning 
how to cook and use local foods, to 
rising to become a nationally recog-
nized chef.

We are so proud of his accom-
plishments. He shared his family 
history and the role his grandparents 
played in his life, particularly his 
grandfather, Stanley Strong, who 
served on the Tribal Council.

Thank you to Tribal and casino 
staff for the organization of all our 
Restoration activities and to our Res-
toration Committee for your time and 
help. It was one of the best!

Tribal Lands

The Tribal Council has been 
obtaining lands piece by piece with the 
help of our staff and our relationships 
with local governments and organiza-
tions. Table rock is a good example; 
it takes a lot time and negotiations to 
make it work.

We are the proud owner of 27 acres 
at Cape Foulweather on the central 
Oregon coast (see page 1). We have 
obtained other lands with the help 
from outside organizations, such as 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Nature Con-
servancy, and from court settlements.

As you all know, Mike Kennedy, 
our former Natural Resources direc-
tor, retired after many years of service 
to the Tribe. Tribal member Angela 
Sondenaa was then hired as the Natu-
ral Resource director. She is returning 
home after working for the Nez Perce 
Tribe for the past 26 years as an ecolo-

gist for their Wildlife Division. We 
are happy to welcome her in this new 
position for the Tribe.

Salem Casino

We are still awaiting a decision 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
our Salem casino project. We were 
told we would have a decision by the 
end of the year. We are very hope-
ful that it will be a positive decision. 
With the change in administration, we 
know from experience that not much 
happens until there are new faces in 
departments like the Interior.

I have heard that President Biden 
will have a last visit with Tribal offi-
cials sometime in December in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Chemawa Station

Much progress has been made 
on the property that is owned and 
managed by Siletz and Grand Ronde. 
Currently, Chick-fil-A and a 7-11 gas 

station operate businesses there. 
Future plans include a sit-down res-
taurant, a brewery and a 92-room 
hotel.

For information about the Siletz Tribe, visit our website at www.ctsi.nsn.us.

Elders Council Meeting

There is no Elders Council meeting in December.  Instead, Tribal 

elders are invited to the Elders Holiday Party on Dec. 12 from 11 a.m 

to 2 p.m. at the Siletz Tribal Community Center.

If you have any questions, please contact the Elders Program at 

541-444-8212.


