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Fire Safety

Learn About Fires

o Fire is FAST! In less than 30 seconds, a small flame can turn into a major fire. It only takes minutes for thick black smoke
to fill a house or for it to be engulfed in flames.

o Fire is HOT! Heat is more threatening than flames. Room temperatures in a fire can be 100 degrees at floor level and rise
to 600 degrees at eye level. Inhaling this super-hot air will scorch your lungs and melt clothes to your skin.

o Fire is DARK! Fire starts bright, but quickly produces black smoke and complete darkness.

o Fire is DEADLY! Smoke and toxic gases kill more people than flames do. Fire produces poisonous gases that make you
disoriented and drowsy.

Smoke Alarms

A working smoke alarm significantly increases your chances of surviving a deadly home fire.

o Replace batteries twice a year, unless you are using 10-year lithium batteries. " \

o Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the basement. “ m H]

o Replace the entire smoke alarm unit every 10 years or according to manufacturer’s il ﬂ kY

instructions.
o Never disable a smoke alarm while cooking — it can be a deadly mistake.

Audible alarms are available for visually impaired people and smoke alarms with a vibrating pad or flashing light are available
for the hearing impaired. For more information, go to https://www.ready.gov/home-fires.

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER IS TO HAVE A FIRE ESCAPE PLAN. MAKE SURE ALL KIDS
AND ADULTS KNOW WHERE TO MEET IF THERE IS A FIRE IN THE HOME.
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