Affordable Connectivity Program can help pay broadband costs if you are eligible

The Affordable Connectivity Program
(ACP) is a Federal Communications Com-
mission benefit program that helps ensure
that households can afford the broadband
they need for work, school, health care
and more.

Eligible low-income households
can receive a discount of up to $30 per
month toward Internet service and up to
$75 per month for eligible households on
Tribal lands. Eligible households can also
receive a one-time discount of up to $100
to purchase a laptop, desktop computer or
tablet from participating providers if the

household contributes more than $10 and
less than $50 toward the purchase price.
A household is eligible for the pro-
gram if the household income is at or
below 200% of the federal poverty guide-
lines or if a member of the household
meets at least one of the criteria below:

e Participates in certain assistance
programs, such as SNAP Medicaid,
Federal Public Housing Assistance,
SSI, WIC or Lifeline

e Participates in Tribal-specific pro-
grams, such as Bureau of Indian
Affairs General Assistance, Tribal

Top court will hear challenge to ICWA

From the Native American Rights Fund

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Supreme
Court has announced that it will hear a
challenge to the Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA), a44-year-old law that has long been
considered the gold standard in child welfare
policy. The farreaching consequences of
this case will be felt for generations.

ICWA is widely supported by an
impressive array of stakeholders within
and outside of Indian Country. At the lower
court, 486 Tribal Nations, 59 Native organi-
zations, 31 child welfare organizations, 26
states plus Washington, D.C, and 77 mem-
bers of Congress offered support for [CWA.

These supporters recognize that ICWA
is firmly in the best interests of Native
children. In keeping children connected to
their extended family and cultural identity,

nations and state child welfare systems is
effective and just governance.

ICWA supporters are immersed in
the historical background and present-day
application of this law, which cannot be said
of the few opponents who wish to overturn
the law. In a coordinated, well-financed and
direct attack, Texas and other opponents
aim to simultaneously exploit Native chil-
dren and undermine Tribal rights. Their
goal — weakened protections for Native
children — would be a certain outcome of
dismantling ICWA, clearing the way for
bad actors to grow their control of Native
land, Native industry and Native futures.

Our opponents do not represent the
best interests of Native children, families
or peoples; in fact, they seek to undermine
them. ICWA is a cornerstone to our Tribal

TANE or Food Distribution Program
on Indian Reservations

e Eligible to participate in the National
School Lunch Program or the School
Breakfast Program, including through
the USDA Community Eligibility
Provision

e Received a federal Pell Grant during
the current award year

* Meets the eligibility criteria for a
participating broadband provider’s
existing low-income Internet program

Two Steps to Enroll

1. Go to ACPBenefit.org to submit an

For information and assistance
from Tony Molina, Tribal Veteran
Representative, call 541-270-0569
or email tonym@ctsi.nsn.us

application or print out a mail-in
application.

2. Contact your preferred participating
provider to select a plan and have the
discount applied to your bill.

Some providers may have an alter-
native application they will ask you to
complete.

Eligible households must both apply
for the program and contact a participat-
ing provider to select a service plan.

If you need to talk to someone about
your eligibility or application status, call
the ACP Support Center at 877-384-2575.
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