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Important information for the college-bound Tribal senior
December

• If you haven’t already done so, take 

this last SAT test for seniors.

• Get FAFSA forms, available for fed-

eral and state financial aid.
• Apply for FAFSA pin number – stu-

dent/parents must apply separately.

• Mail or submit all revised, complete 

college applications before the holi-

day break.

• Start scholarship essays.

• Start OSAC (Oregon Student Assis-

tance Commission).

January

• FAFSA forms can be submitted Jan. 1! 

Do not delay – do this ASAP.

• Complete scholarships that are due.

• Check for Student Aid Report (SAR 

on the FAFSA website several days 

after filing out the FAFSA).
• Request that mid-year transcripts 

be sent to the colleges to which you  

have applied.

• Request transcripts needed for OSAC 

scholarship application.

• Send thank you notes to people who 

have helped you.

• Students who plan to apply for Tribal 

assistance for college must apply for 

FAFSA no later than Jan. 31 at fafsa.

ed.gov.

February

• First semester grades and mid-year 

reports are sent to some colleges.

• Check your school counseling office 
or ASPIRE center for scholarship 

information.

• Complete scholarships.

• Check with colleges applied to for 

verification they have received all nec-

essary documents. Continue to moni-

tor status of submitted applications.

• Check to see if your mid-year tran-

scripts have been sent to the schools 

to which you have applied.

• Wrap up any scholarship application, 

essays and activities chart (for OSAC). 

Early bird deadline is in February for 

OSAC.

March

• Check for three Tribal scholarships 

at ctsi.nsn.us.

• Complete scholarships.

• Start working on Tribal higher educa-

tion or adult vocational training grant 

application. This can be found on the 

Tribe’s website and is due June 30.

• Review the Student Aid Report 

(SAR).

• You should start receiving admission 

responses.

April

• Send thank you notes to people who 

have helped you.

• Make final decision about which col-
lege or university you will attend.

• If you decide to decline enrollment 

to a college or university to which 

you have been accepted, send notice 

indicating this to the college’s admis-

sions office.

Scholarships

Steven R. Nelson Native Educator 

Scholarship

Deadline: Dec. 31, 2015

The Steven R. Nelson Native Educator 

Scholarship Program seeks to increase the 

number of Alaska Native, American Indian, 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander stu-

dents who pursue graduate degrees that 

will qualify them for careers in education 

May

• This is the deadline for final decisions 
for universities.

• Send letter of intent to registrar.

• Line up a summer job.

• Attend your Senior Awards Night.

• Review any award letters and be sure 

you understand the terms and condi-

tions that accompany each type of aid.

• If necessary, arrange for housing and 

a meal plan (at school).

• Send thank you notes to any person/

committee from which you received 

a scholarship.

June

• Tribal higher education and adult 

vocational training applications are 

due June 30!

• Attend graduation – congratulations!

• Make arrangements for your final 

grades to be sent to colleges and 

universities.

• Good luck!

College Horizons, is a six-day “crash course” in preparing for the college application process.  Students learn about a variety of colleges and universities 

and establish personal relationships with college admission representatives as well as college counselors.  At each site, approximately 100 students from 

across the nation work with over 70 college professionals to help students:

• Experience life on a campus - dorms, food and facilities!

• Select 10 suitable colleges to apply to

• Write memorable essays and create a resume 

• Complete winning applications using the Common Application

• Create a preliminary FAFSA

• Receive test taking strategies and resources for the ACT & SAT

• Navigate the financial aid and scholarship jungle

• Attend a College Fair and multiple info sessions with over 40 colleges!

   

Apply:  Sign up to receive an application from our website as soon as it’s available;  applications will be available on our website by October 15, 2015. 

Deadline:  Completed applications must be  Early February (TBD), 2016.  Late applications will be accepted only on a space available basis.

Eligibility:  Applicants must be American Indian (enrolled), Alaska Native (proof of status) or Native Hawaiian (proof of heritage);  maintain a 3.00 GPA 

(in academic courses) and be in 10th or 11th grade in high school.

Application Components:  The application consists of the Student Application & Essay, Teacher & Counselor Recommendations and official transcripts.

Cost of Program:  Cost of program is $450.  Program cost includes tuition, room, meals, program materials, and ground transportation to/from the 

airport to campus.  Airfare from student’s home to program site is not included but scholarships and financial aid are available for tuition/travel.

Scholarships: Each year 50% of admitted students are awarded tuition and/or travel assistance to attend our programs based on financial need.

College Horizons 2016: 
• Amherst College (Amherst, MA); June 18-24, 2016

• Lawrence University (Appleton, WI); July 9-15, 2016

A Summer College Admissions Workshop for American Indian, 

Alaska Native, & Native Hawaiian High School Students.

Application Deadline:  TBD, February 2016

P.O. Box 1262, Pena Blanca, NM 87041   •    505.401.3854   •    info@collegehorizons.org   •    www.collegehorizons.org  

99% of College Horizons Alumni go directly to college! 

policy, leadership, technical assistance or 

research in the Northwest region.

This program honors a retired leader 

whose 40-year career was dedicated 

to working with Tribes, communities, 

schools and districts to improve Native and 

rural students’ academic and life success.

Applications can be submitted via 

educationnorthwest.recruiterbox.com/job

s/661c28a6838e475cb807a743bb72d613.

Gates Millennium Scholars

Deadline: Jan. 13, 2016

The Gates Millennium Scholars 

(GMS) Program, funded by a grant from 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

was established in 1999 to provide out-

standing American Indian/Alaska Native, 

African American, Asian Pacific Islander 
American and Hispanic American stu-

dents with an opportunity to complete an 

undergraduate college education in any 

discipline area of interest.

Gates Millennium Scholars are pro-

vided with personal and professional 

development through leadership pro-

grams, along with academic support 

throughout their college career.

Applications can be found at gmsp.org.


