With this, the
Siletz News, we say farewell to 2008 and
greetings to 2009, the New Year!

315t Restoration
Anniversary
Celebration

Tribal members and friends gathered
to celebrate the 31" anniversary of the
Restoration of our Tribe. It was a wonder-
ful event in honor of what our ancestors
had to endure and the accomplishments
and challenges of 2009 and the years that
lie beyond.

The Saturday, Nov. 8, and the Sunday,
Nov. 9, issues of The Oregonian published
full-page ' Restoration an-
niversary under the heading, “We Will
Remember.” The article, written by Brent
Merrill, and photos tell a brief history

ads of our 31

“long before we were recognized by the
U.S. government as a federally recognized
Tribe ... (when our Tribe) was a number
“of sovereign Tribes and bands that ex-
isted hundreds — thousands

in our aboriginal homelands ..."”

of years ago

The article tells of our ancestors be-
ing removed from our homelands to the
promised 1.1 million-acre Coast Reserva-
tion and the subscquent “devastating loss
of land and resources.”

Since we were restored 31 years ago,
however, the article also tells about how
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students at Chemawa Indian School. |
received many nice comments from visi-
tors and guests.

Obama, the Presidency
and the Aftermath

Regarding the presidential campaign,
2008 was the end of a very long and
eventful year that culminated in the his-
toric election of our nation’s first African
American president, Barack Obama. Who
would have dreamed this could happen
in America when just a few years back,

economy, energy independence, health

care. education and the middle class.

Obama — Possible
Impact on Indian Affairs

As a Harvard-educated lawyer who
has taught constitutional law at the univer-
sity level, Obama has stated that the U.S.
government’s Indian trust responsibilities
are expressly recognized in the U.S. Con-

stitution. He also has affirmed his beliet

in the principle of Tribal sovereignty and
government-to-government relationships
between Tribes and the federal government.

Obama understands the seriousness
of health conditions among Indian Tribes,
including the high death rates and suicides
that continue to plague Tribes. He has
stated that federal health care services and
funding are essential if these problems are
to be satisfactorily addressed.

So the enactment of the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act, which has been
languishing for so long in Congress, is
of vital importance to the Siletz Tribe and
all Indian Tribes nationally. Hopetully, it
will be a high priority item on Obama’s
and the new Congress’s agenda.

Merkley Unseats Smith
for U.S. Senate

As for the state senatorial race, Or-
egon House Speaker Jeff Merkley beat
Sen. Gordon Smith in a very tight race.
Sen. Smith currently serves on the Senate
Indian Affairs Committee and has had
a positive record with regards to Indian
affairs issues.

This past fall, the Siletz Tribal Council
met with Merkley in council chambers. We
had an opportunity to ask questions regard-
ing Tribal issues. We look forward to work-
ing with Merkley as our new senator.

Elders’ Council Meeting

Dec.13*2 p.m.to 5 p.m.
Chinook Winds Casino Resort

For more information, please contact Danise Barker at
800-922-1399, ext. 1225; 541-444-8225; or daniseb@ctsi.nsn.us
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