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Greetings Relatives!

We, the Austin/Stimmons family,
want to take a moment to say Thank You!
and God Bless You! to all of our friends
and relatives for your love and prayers
when Billy P. Austin (Dad) crossed over
to the Spirit last June 6, 2006

We prayed for help and the help
came in abundance! We were truly
blessed. Thank you, Creator, tor our
sacred lives. Thank you, Spirit Rela
tives, for making a way for us.
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A special thank you to Paula
Espino and Clayton Austin/Espino for
attending and traveling all the way from
Southern California
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Many members struggle and expe
rience pain from trauma (job loss, pov-
rty. violence. crime). The emotions
resulted can be one of our greatest en
emies, for they can feed anger, ven-
reance, and greed. It can become a
vicious cycle.

As

‘Elected or not, either way we have

for the election outcome,
won,” taking time to educate. not keep
g secrets, and starting a process of
worthwhile.

communication was

Rather than gossiping, speaking about

our concerns 1n an open forum will
create change and healing.

It's sad, but we've created a soci-
ety of rules. To truly see what we need
to do in the future, we must look back
at where we’'ve been historically. That's
\\|1_\ | |lH]"L‘ our elected leaders seek
the counsel of elders and our vouth

History can help us find our way.
Nelsen Witt, retired from the BIA and
former general manager for the tribe
(Siletz News, January 1992),

about the “benefits™

shared
of our choice to

pursue self-governance:

*  “The most important aspect will be
the flexibility of funding to be able

4 . Siletz News .

ing other ordinances and situations
as to tacilitate the tribal govern-
ment and administration being
more responsive to the needs of the

tribal membership.”

Do you think this has occurred?
It’s my opinion that the “unilateral™
decision of Tribal Chair Dee Pigsley and
others to purchase Aeroteam (the com-
pany spokesperson stated they plan to
make items to use in war efforts) isn’t
in line with keeping the general mem-
bership informed of decisions regard-
ing the expenditure of gaming revenue,
which belongs to all members.

Progress has occurred, in the post-
ing of Tribal Council meeting agendas
on the Web site. Charging $15 tor a copy
of a DVD and not allowing duplication
is a hardship for those who cannot af-
ford to pay $15 to hear what happened
at a meeting. I hope this will change in
the future.

If you have ideas or suggestions,

541-444-1290 or

nadosh2@yahoo.com

call me at e-maitl
Yours truly.

[Lisa Brown

March 2007

To the editor:

Dear tribal members:

There have been reports of both
tribal and community youth seen riding
ATVs on tribal land around, near, and

on the cemetery grounds

[ was very sad when | visited our

cemetery on Government Hill and saw
ATV tire tracks across my family’s
graves and saw other gravestones
knocked over. My father’s headstone
was run over and several of our family
flowerpots were broken.

We need to make sure our tribal

and community youth understand and

respect our land. There are appropri-
ate places to ride ATVs and our cem-
etery 1s not one of them.

If the youth are going to rnide then
ATVs. then they should do so with hittle
or no disruption to our lands. We as
parents and grandparents need to teach
our vouth to respect our lands. espe-
clally our cemetery.

I hope this letter encourages par
ents and grandparents to talk with their
families about respecting our lands

Thank you,

L.iz John
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