Annual Maintenance
from Tami Quinn Hollenbeck

Murphy's Law for well &
pump systems is - they will cease
to function when you need them
the maost.

This law also applies to the
family car, and if you think it
makes you crazy to be without
transportation, you don’t even
want to know how it feels not
to be able to get a drink of
water, a shower, or (worse)
flush the toilet. An annual
maintenance check and service
for your well’s pump system
can save you a lot of unhap-
piness.

Similar to the annual tune-up
for your vehicle or regular oil
changes, the annual pump
maintenance helps to ensure
the smooth functioning of your
water system. A qualified serv-
ice technician should examine
the pump, check to sce that it
1s functioning properly, make
certain that the amperage is
neither too high or low, and
check the points on the motor.
Such annual maintenance can
help avoid future problems and
should also reveal whether the
pressure tank 1s waterlogged.

Water is a geological cocktail
so DRINK MORE WATER!

Did you know— By turning off
the tap while you brush your
reeth in the morning & before bed,
you can save up to 8 gal. of water!
That equals more than 200 gal. a
month, enough to fill a huge fish
tank that holds 6 small sharks!

WELL PUMP & FILTRATION SERVICE
Call us Mon. - Fri. 8- 5, you'll
have a live person answer the
phone that is ready to help you!
Quinn's Well, Pump and Water Filtration is
located at BB11 Williams Hwy, We install,
maintain and repair complete water pumping
stems, and we offer a complete line of water
filtration equipment. Contact our professional

staff by phone, e-maill, or visit our office.
www.quinnswell.com CCB #192047

541-862-9355

541-772-7867

Follow us
on Facebook.
applegater.newspaper

Extension fire specialist seeks
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community partners on fire-related issues

BY CHRIS ADLAM

How can the Applegate Valley
community move towards a more
fire-adapted future? This question has
motivated residents to take action for
decades, and now the new Oregon State
University Extension Fire Program seeks
to support this grassroots momentum.
Established through the Oregon legislature
under the OSU College of Forestry,
the Fire Program is represented by six
regional fire specialists located throughout
Oregon. Last October, I assumed this
position in southwestern Oregon, and I
look forward to working with individuals
and communities throughout the area on
a range of topics relating to wildfire and
prescribed fire.

My background is in fire ecology and
collaborative landscape planning. During
my PhD at the University of California,
Davis, I worked with several tribal nations
in California to support initiatives for
revitalizing traditional burning practices.
Tribes have been working for decades to
reform fire management, and I believe that
learning from them about what a culture
of living well with fire can look like is
important for solving the current wildfire
crisis. I also spent time burning with
Prescribed Burn Associations in California.

These cooperatives of neighbors-
helping-neighbors are making it possible
for private landowners to access this
critical tool for keeping our landscapes
and communities healthy. In their own
way, they also show us how we can re-
imagine our relationship with fire, turning
it into an ally instead of an enemy. I
hope residents of the Applegate and
Rogue valleys can soon get a taste of the
transformative power of putting fire into
the skillful hands of tribes, ranchers, and
trained rural residents.

The Applegate Valley is fertile ground
for this sort of work, thanks to decades
of mobilization around the issue of
fire. Today, groups like the Applegate
Partnership and Watershed Council and
the Southern Oregon Forest Restoration
Collaborative are engaged with agencies
to spur cross-boundary forest restoration
projects. With support from the Oregon
Department of Forestry, community
members have come together under the
Firewise banner to reduce fuels in their
neighborhoods and along important
ingress/egress routes. Others have sought
training in prescribed fire and are building
partnerships to increase its use locally.

As your local Extension fire specialist,
I am privileged to offer my support to
such projects. The Fire Program works
on all aspects of fire, from preparedness
and planning, to prescribed fire and fuels
reduction, to recovery and adaptation.
We use classic Extension tools such as
education and outreach and can also
support funding acquisition, legislative

OSU Extension fire specialist Chris Adlam
looks forward to partnering with the
Applegate community on fire-related issues.
Photo: Kiliii Yuyan.

change, agency contacts, and community
organization. I am particularly interested
in hearing from people who are curious

about the use of prescribed fire and from
existing or new collaborative efforts that
bring together residents, community
groups, and agencies. If you have a fire-
related question I can’t answer, I will
direct you to someone among our many
partners who can!

You can learn more about the Fire
Program online at extension.oregonstate.
edu/fire-program. To get in touch, you can
email me at chris.adlam@oregonstate.edu
or call 971-318-0350. I will be moving to
the Little Applegate Valley soon with my
family, so to my future neighbors: I look
forward to meeting you!

Chris Adlam, PhD
Extension Fire Specialist
Oregon State University

Fire Program
Chris.Adlam@oregonstate.edu

The OSU Fire Program seeks to partner with local communities

] 5

to support the use of prescribed burning. Photo: Chris Adlam.
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¢ Come See Your Local Experts!
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An Applegater logo!

Email your creative ideas to capture
the Applegater in an image suitable
for reproduction in multiple media to

gater@applegater.org.

Fame & fortune could be yours!
Well, fame anyway.

Pastor Bob Langfield

Sundays at 10 AM & Wednesdays at 6 PM
4581 Hwy 238 ]L 541-539-0932
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