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1 could already feel the distinct
bouncy vibrations of the music in the
hallway heading into the Hawthorne
on Feb. 4. Gravelly vocals screamed
into the relatively empty, small
theater; they looked cool. Their
instrumentals weren’t bad. I had no
idea who they were. Two songs later
the crowd had mostly filled in.

“Repeat after me! T-0-X-I-C!
Zombie!” A few people bobbed along.
A few of them cheered. More of them
began chanting with them. The
classic Rob Zombie-supernatural-
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The 69 Eyes return to Portland with Wednesday 13, Sumo
Cyco,and The Crowned
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A ridiculously dapper-looking man
in an all-white three-piece suit sat at
the drums, performing a soundcheck
while we all stood around, listening
to the intermission music and milled
around the merch tables. “How he’s
able to tote around a crisp white suit
on a rock ‘n’ roll tour is beyond me,” I
thought to myself. Not only were they
all white-clad, with long hair, but
they’re all highly talented musicians.
Coming from Austin, Texas, The
Crowned really kicked off the show
with a highly energetic performance
that shook the venue. Throughout
their set they joked with the crowd,

“The tour was scheduled to play

Seattle on Feb. 3, the night before
Portland. Last Monday’s snow left a
dusting of snow around the Portland
Metro area, but up north off a freeway
in Idaho, the tour was sheltered at a
truck stop in the middle of nowhere.
The unfortunate delay set the tour
back, and highway closures and
unsafe traveling conditionslead to the
ultimate cancellation of the Seattle
show at the El Corazon. Despite all of
the setbacks the “Hell Has No Mercy
Tour 2020” faced, Sumo Cyco arrived
at the venue shortly after they were
supposed to start performing.

Without hardly skipping a beat,
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the eyes in the room effortlessly in a
skin-tight zip-up catsuit; flanked by
bassist Oscar Anesetti, drummer Matt
Trozzi and guitarist Matt “MDi3”
Drake, the band performed several
original pieces and got most of the
crowd singing along for the first time
that night. Mid-set a familiar tune
pulsed through the club.

In short, I am a harsh critic, and
I'm at my harshest when it comes
to artists covering songs I know and
love. Hearing the opening chords to
one of my favorite System of a Down
songs, I was admittedly very worried
about what I was about to witness.
To this point I’d had a fantastic time
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