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1. Be aggressive in the trade market
Currently, the Blazers are currently
sitting in the tenth seed, three games

back from the eighth spot. The Western -

Conference is extremely deep this year
and the Blazers will have to contend
with at least five other teams in order
to sneak into the playoffs: Phoenix, San
Antonio, Memphis, New Orleans and
the Sacramento Kings.

With the Blazers current roster, this
is a tall task. Coming into the trade
deadline, the Blazers may want to
pursue names like Robert Covington or
Danilo Gallinari in order to boost their
wing scoring and defense. Someone
like a Kevin Love would add size to
their depleted frontcourt and provide
another scoring option that this team
desperately needs.

The downfall of this option is that
they’d have to give up some young
talent in order to make any of these
trades work. Zach Collins and/or
Anfernee Simons, along with a first-
rounder, would have to be packaged
with Hassan Whiteside in order to bring
in those big names. Is it worth giving
up young talent so you can find yourself
facmg the No. 1 seed in the first round?
That’s something this team will have to
consider.

2. Donothing (except move Whiteside)
It’s hard to do nothing during the
trade deadline. Every team feels like
they could add just one piece to put
themselves over the top. For the
Blazers, the best option may be to just
stay out of it.
jusuf Nurkic is eyeing to return
sometime this month. With Nurkic and
Collins preparing to be back around
playoff time, the team will certainly
be a tough out for any first-round
opponent. With this option, the
Blazers will be able to keep their assets
and young talent, which could mean
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that Portland will miss the playoffs for
the first time in seven years; in the end,
that would give them the opportunity to
gear up, get healthy and make a return
next year.

As for Whiteside — it only makes
sense to get rid of him. His
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Portland has con51stently been a team
thatis good enough to make the playoffs,
but isn’t good enough to really contend
with other top teams; ultimately, this
leaves them without a lottery pick and
an early exit in the playoffs. In order to
get out of basketball purgatory, Portland
may want to consider a rebuild.
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1. Trade for depth and try and make
a run in the playoffs

This is what the Blazers will more
than likely try to do. Neil Olshey, the
Blazers general manager, does not
like to lose. I think the Blazers will
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The Blazers don’t have a lot of
prospects on their roster right now,
as they are in “win now” mode, but
if they decide to trade for prospects,
Romeo Langford on the Boston Celt-
ics would be a great target.

Langford was the No. 5 recruit in
his class, and was drafted by Boston
with the 14th pick in the 2019 draft.
The start to his career has been af-

fected by injuries and the Celtics
wing depth, but he is shooting 45.8%
from the field and 87.5% from the
free throw line, which is a good sign
for his three point shooting. I think
Langford will be a very solid play-
er with more playing time, and the
Blazers will be able to give him that.

3. Trade CJ for more pieces

Blazer fans will hate me for even
suggesting this, but it might be time
to break up Dame and C]. Obviously,
the Blazers would need to be blown
away by an offer to trade a star like
CJ. They will be asking for a star in re-
turn, or a combination of players and
picks. A combination of players and
picks is probably the best idea so that
they have more assets and depth.
However, if the Blazers can trade CJ
and a pick or player for Bradley Beal,
they should think hard about it.

Ideally, a trade package for C] would
be a proven player like JJ Redick, a
player with star potential like Nickeil
Alexander-Walker, and a first round
pick. This is the least likely possibil-
ity to happen this year, but rumors
have been around for a couple years,
and if the Blazers keep underachiev-
ing, it might be time to break it up.
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