SPORTS

—

COVGARS URIABLE

STORY AND PHOTO BY COLE SOWDERS
STAFF WRITER

Before Mike Friday took the helm ahead of the 2014-
2015 season, the USA rugby team had played just one
tournament final. Under him they’ve reached seven,
including all four this season. Unfortunately, the Ea-
gles have come up short in each of those champion-
ship matches. That changed the weekend of March 1
in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Eagles, led by Folau Niua,
captured their second straight cup on American
soil. Niua is the most important cog in the best re-
start-winning team in the world. Niua also directs the
attack with ball in hand. The two-time World Rug-
by 7s Player of the Year, Perry Baker, was out with

silver and third gets bronze. There is a challenge tro-
phy for the winner of the bottom-eight competition.

The group stage consists of round-robin play
amongst four-team pools. After pool play, the 16
team field was, and still is, split into the top eight and
bottom eight.

The top eight play for first place, while the bottom
eight play for ninth. With four pools of four, the top
two teams in each pool advance to the top eight. Pools
are decided by a points system. Wins are worth 3, ties

sigaften, teams who finish 2-1 or

a broken jaw he suffered in the Hamilton, New Zea—
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Clackamas Community College’s
women’s basketball team’s season
came to an end on Saturday, March 9,
after a 71-46 loss to Wenatchee Valley
College in the first round of NWAC
playofs.

The Cougars came into the tourna-
ment on a bit of a hot streak winning
seven of their last eight league games
led by sophomore guard CJ Buckley
who averaged 23.1 points per game in
league play.

The Cougars shot 41.1 percent from
the field during the regular season and
30 percent from the three-point line
and Head Coach Jim Martineau felt
like his team needed to have another
Bl strong shooting performance to upset
B Wenatchee Valley.

8  “We have to be able to score]” Mar-
tineau said. “They're probably the best
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defensive team in the NWAC, offen-
sively they’re decent, but they really
defend well, so we have to make sure
we can score 75, 77 points like we have
all year long”

Unfortunately for Clackamas, the
shooting just wasn't on and they fin-
ished the night shooting 27 percent
from the field on 17-63 shooting and
went 0-15 from beyond the arc.

Clackamas opened the scoring with
a layup from Buckley and with 5:26
left in the first quarter was tied at 8-8,
but the Cougars went scoreless for the
rest of the quarter and Wenatchee Val-
ley was able to jump outtoa 17-8 lead.

Clackamas’ offense continued to stall
for the opening of the second quarter
as Wenatchee widened the scoring
gap 22-8. Peyton Elliott scored a layup
with 7:03 remaining in the second

quarter to end Clackamas™ offensive
skid at 10-22 but Wenatchee Valley
answered and despite the two teams
trading buckets, took an 11-point lead
into halftime, 30-19.

The Knights outscored the Cougars
24-10 in the third to widen their lead
to 54-29. Clackamas and Wenatchee
Valley tied in fourth quarter scoring
with 17 a piece, but with Knights hav-
ing a 25-point lead going into the final
quarter of the game it was too late for
Clackamas who fell 71-46.

The Cougars finish the season with
an overall record of 15-15 and will
graduate sophomore guards Miranda
Jensen, Elliot, Buckley and sophomore
post Audrey Barden. Buckley finished
the season with 543 points and 748 in
her career.
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