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This is the second installment of a political column that will present contrasting political views of both 
liberal and conservative views to shed light on both side's opinions.

TOPIC: DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM
In recent years, a movement has arisen among the Democratic party pushing for more aspects of socialism to be integrated into 
our government and society. Referring to themselves as Democratic Socialists and spearheaded by political leaders such as Bernie 
Sanders, they believe that capitalism and democracy alone are incompatible, amoralistic and instead believe in a combination of 
socialism, capitalism and democracy. Is this truly the best path for America to follow?

BY IAN VAN ORDEN 
N E W s/oP IN IO N  EDITOR

that welfare program s m ake up about 60 percent of our total budget.In oth er countries around the world th a t offer programs such as socialized health care, ridiculous tax rates support these programs. A report by CNN Money in 2013 revealed that Denm ark and Sweden, two o f the most com m only cited examples of countries with social health  care, also sported som e o f the highest top tax rates in the first world, w ith Denm ark a t  60 -percent and Sweden at 57 percentAlthough many people like to call socialized health care ‘ free’ health care, it’ s anything but: The m oney sim ply com es form  another sourceBeyond the m onetary cost, there ate also valid concerns about defending personal freedom s When a d em ocratic society  adopts parts o f  so cia lism . M ilton Friedm an, a Nobel Prize w inning econom ist considered by m any to be the greatest economic mind Of the twentieth century, wrote about the topic in his book, Capitalism  and Freedom .“ [My] thesis. is that such a view is a delusion, that there is an intim ate connection between econom ics_ 7? -;?,f / ' 'sX-\ ' 'and p o litie s , th a t phlydeertam  co m b in a tio n s o î  political and economic arrangements .are possible, and that, in particular, a society which is socialist cannot also b e  d em ocratic, in  th e  sense o f gu aran teein g ïo d iv îà u a iffe e io în ^ E r ie é îiïa n  wrote.Friedm an believed that political and econom ic p o licies w ere in te rc o n n e c te d , con trary  to . the popular opinion of th e  tim e..T h at one dictated the iinutanons o f th e  other He believed that integrating even aspects’.of socialism  Would fead.to th e lo ss of personal freedom . - 'in  my eyes, the idea of introducing elem ents o f socialism  is a purely negative ô a g , thôügfe it ;s one th at we. h ave h e è a  em bracing îôt years. In  neatly every circum stance, these policies h av e com e with sign ificant pênataes, and i  hâve yet ta see an example where the benefits have outweighed these burdens The answ er seem s cl ear To m e: Stay aw ay fr o m  socialism . . v " ■

MHMHNI
! i - ’ A t its-core, th e-argu m en t for' fu r th e r  in te g r a tin g  a sp ectso f  so cia lism , or m o vin g to the form of governm ent cham pioned by j j Sanders and others, is supportive of big government, i Socialism, as a concept? pushes for more power to the • 1 federal governm ent, stating that m any aspects of j our lives would be better handled by our government i rather than by a free and open market?T his, as a rule, has rarely worked for countries. : \ around the world, and never on the scale that would i i he required here in the United States of Am erica.In recent y ears, th e b iggest debate regarding 1 i socialism  in Am erica has been over health care, as I i President Barack Obama created the Affordable Care : Act: The idea was to have health care regulated by the ; governm ent to force health care com panies to cover i everyone equally. H is claim ? Cost would go down ( and existing plans would stay the sam e or- becom e I cheaper than before;This claim turned out to be false, as people were; forced into new plans, into seeing new doctors and j prices skyrocketed. An argument could be made that Î the systermwas simply badly designed, and it was, but Î the true issues with the ACA were With it’s inherent i design. One only needs to look as far as another health ! care source here in America to find why. A report by the 
j National Priorities Project oif the United States spending j in 2015 sheds some light bn the topic.Social Securityis an act created by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1935, tha t serves as a sort of Welfare system for those that have retired from the workforce. It is ' primarily fundee by tax revenue-, as a Social security tax is placed on the majority of salaried income -According to the report by the NPP of thecountry’s , to ta l e x p e n d itu re s. So cia l S e cu rity , a lo n g  w ith unem ploym ent and other sim ilar welfare programs, m ade up about 33 per cent o f the co u n try ’ s total spending in 2015 Thiswas., th é  largest expenditure that year, closely followed by Medicare at 27 percent,I and then the military at about 16 percent. That means

jgptttrng
È- • -

tàréh d --n È 7 A d À K .-;v  Ù;

fe i n
T. Wd ñisñ pn y ú y ñ ií 70: MOS sha: wiiyinOOd: iù nuYtey 7ö íbo oecv-iñ 

¡ j  |  I  j g  lítóeg  abad j j f l l  |

i i ry  ánD-COOMÍT' tovs,' However. Tut inaio MrF DM, HidV: ’DOO ÍOMing: 

M o in p w y  0; 7; y: uyv ioo-th Jo Umí SbuMíism V;n rk . nouMino w  c,no i -

® tibeery, O  lot W  «  ïsafee- .eapnaMas w eâ feæ t W« l ö f i f t  
n m s tw tsÄ  b a t is te  ap this:

Clackamas Print — - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - theclackam asp rin t.n et - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  February 7, 2018

theclackamasprint.net

