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Over the years, transgender rights have been in debate
as advocates push for acceptance and others argue
against the notion. Someone who is transgender is a
person whose sense of personal identity and gender
do not correspond with their birth sex, by definition.

Students and faculty members who are transgender,
or wish to come out, may seek refuge in a place of
acceptance or look to the school to help in any type
of resource to help them. :

“We don’t actually have many resources here
on campus,” said department chair of counseling
Stephanie Schaefer. “Basically the [Gender
and Sexuality Alliance club] and the counseling
department.” Schaefer also pointed out that the
disability center may provide some use, such as how
to “navigate challenges on campus.”

For transgender students, coming out or being
oneself can be far more arduous struggle.

Some may live their lives comfortably, others may
endure publicly being demonized as mentally ill
and comparable to a pedophile or a freak, severely
affecting a group of individuals who hold a high
suicide rate as it is.

The Williams Institute, a gender and sexuality legal
research institute at the University of California, Los
Angeles, School of Law, published a paper that showed
suicide rates are higher for the community and for
those who are transwomen - male to female - and
those that are transmen - female to male.

The Williams Institute reported that those
transitioning from male to female have a 42 percent
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suicide attempt rate. Female to male transgender
individuals have a 45 percent suicide rate. The general
population’s attempt suicide rate is 13.26 percent rate.

According to the paper, Oregon ranks at number
seven on states with transgender people based on
percentage to general population, at 0.66 percent —
which is 19,750.

Studies have shown that even undergoing surgery
and transitioning does not falter those numbers.
However, the actual cause why even those who have
undergone sexual reassignment surgery — SRS - still
have a high suicide rate. Only people’s hypotheses
fill the air as to why the suicide rates are so high, but
nothing actually confirmed via peer-reviewed papers.

What resources exist for those attending or working
for Clackamas Community College?

“When Planned Parenthood was looking at opening
an office in the Clackamas County area,” said
Schaefer, “they came and talked to us about needs
we saw in the community and one of the things I had
mentioned was that we basically have no resources for
transgender folks, particularly things like hormone
treatment.” : :

Schaefer explained that due to the lack of resources,
not only on campus, but in Clackamas County, people
are forced to go to places like Portland.

“These are resources we would like to have in the
Multicultural Center and are working on obtaining
and making available to students,” John Ginsburg,
interim associate dean of academic foundations and
connections, said in an email.
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