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“Blazers win! Blazers win!”

These are familiar words Portland Trail Blazer
fans have been hearing the last several years.
After multiple playoff seasons and winning
records, everyone thought it was safe to say the
Blazers were going to continue the trend, but
those thoughts diminished after last season,
when Portland lost four out of their five starters
and looked to rebuild.

The ESPN preseason power rankings had the
Blazers ranked 29 out of 30. In the rankings,
writer Marc Stein said a “steep fall in the West
is unavoidable no matter what sort of damage
Damian Lillard can wreak”.

We all know now that those predictions that
were “for sure” going to happen, were completely
wrong. After being predicted to finish at the bot-
tom of the West, the Blazers not only made the
playoffs, but are now in the second round with
achance to take down the top-seeded Warriors.

By looking at the Blazer roster, anyone could
have seen the lack of talent compared to other
rosters in the NBA and everybody, including me,
thought they would win no more than 33 games.
But if they did not simply have the talent, then
how did they do so well this season?

Everyone forgets that winning is more than
just talent; it takes teamwork, good coaching,
and most of all, good team chemistry. If players

don’t get along, it’s hard for them to play well
together.

Aside from possibly Dam:an Lillard’s all-star
snub anger he took out on the Warriors, no player
played for themselves. They all played for the
team, for the fans, and played as well as they
possibly could.

Along with great teamwork, the players worked
extremely well together because they worked
hard to bond and get to know each other.

Gerald Henderson, an NBA guard who only
recently was traded to the Blazers, told “The
Oregonian” that he thinks this is “the best
organization in the league.” He also said in that
article that the way the players are treated by
coaches and the rest of the team is amazing,
and that the group of players he plays with are
a “great group of guys.”

With a mixture of great teamwork, great coach-
ing and hard work ethic, the Blazers have proved
all the doubters wrong. They have also proved
that stats don’t mean everything in sports, be-
cause any team can win on any given day.

So get ready Rip City for more wins to come.
The Blazers roster is still very young and has a
lot to learn, which is exciting to think about,
because if they continue the trend they are on,
they can only get better.
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have been making an impact on
our community since 1893. They
launched businesses, got jobs that
supported their families, advocated
for social change and simply made
Portland and beyond a better
place.
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Blazer fans arrive pregame to the whiteout of T-shirts before game
4 on April 25.

Daytime, evening, weekend and online courses

Easy credit transfer
Marylhurst is geared

toward community college
students wanting to complete
their degrees by offering
transfer-credit pathways and
partnerships with many area
community colleges in the
northwest

$6,000 Scholarship for Phi
Theta Kappa members
Marylhurst offers Phi Theta
Kappa [commumty college
honors society members)] a
renewable annual scholarship
of $6,000 for students enrolled
full time. Prorated amounts are
available for students attending
less than full time
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Bachelor's
programs
Art
Business & Leadership
Business Management*
Communication
Culture and Media
Studies
English Literature and
Writing*
Human Studies
Interdisciplinary Studies
Interior Design
Music
Music Therapy
Psychology
Real Estate Studies*
Science
Social Sciences

* Programs also offered
online
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