
‘ Brooklyn’ stirs up emotions
Historical fiction film paints picture of Irish immigrants
BY BLAKE SWAN“ Brooklyn,” directed by John Crowley and based on a book o f the sam e nam e by C olm  Toibin, is a film full of dramatic tw ists and tu rns, sprinkled with mild use of hum or. The story follow s a young Irish im m igrant named Eilis Lacey (Saoirse Ronan) through her first few years in America.
“ I would get 
lost in the 
story, at times 
forgetting I 
was actually 
in a movie 
theater.”E ilis leaves the com fort o f her m other and sister in hopes of a new life with better em p loym en t opportun ities as w ell as the possibility o f eventually starting a fam ily  in a better place.The w ay th e m ovie was film ed m ade m e feel like I was also an im m igrant going through the same troubles.I sta rte d  to h ave an emotional connection to Eilis. When she was homesick, I also felt hom esick. I understood the stress o f her situations.

This was prevalent throughout the film . Ronan, w hether by beauty or sheer acting skill, captivated m e. I would get lost in  the story, at tim es forgetting I was actually in a movie theater.One thin g that is always a point of question for films that take place in foreign areas is nailing the accent. Many times the accent is not worked on enough and it is so bad that it distracts you from the film . Other tim es, the accent w ill be so thick that you feel like you need subtitles ju st to understand what the people on screen are saying. A ll o f the accents in  “ B rooklyn ,”  whether Irish, Italian or even just that New Yorker accent, were all perfect. Instead o f taking away from the film  and distracting you, they added to the authenticity and realism of the film .The film  would have been easy to make really dramatic, but instead of following the all drama route, they decided to add in several parts throughout the film  th at were actually quite funny.Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed the film  and I th in k  th at anyone, especially if you don’t n orm ally  w atch h isto rical fiction, should give this film  a chance.The film  opens Nov 4.
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