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Calen Coates, senior 
from the Sabin-Schel- 
lenberg Professional 
Technical Center, films 
artists creating master­
pieces during the Clack­
amas Regional Skills 
Competition on Feb.
26. Through his video, 
Coates wanted to show­
case all the competitions 
while telling a story. This 
photo won the photo­
journalism competition 
at Thursday's Skills Day 
competition.

Clackamas Skills Competition 
attracts diverse audience
by Isaac Watt

The 37th annual Clackamas Regional Skills C om ­
petition  b rought high  school students w ith different 
skills an d  m otivations from  across th e  coun ty  to  
Clackam as C om m unity  College to  com pete in  the ir 
different skill sets.

“It’s great to  see so m any young people passionate 
about w hat they  do,” said Joe Peterson, a student at 
CCC.

M atthew  A ltm an, the  Associate D ean o f A rts and 
Sciences, said the purpose o f the Skills C om petition 
is to  b ring  ou t the “com m unity” in  com m unity  col­
lege. It appears they  have done just that, w ith  m ore 
than  a dozen schools represented in  the competition.

All a round  the  CCC  cam pus, it seem ed tha t each 
student had  a different th ing  tha t m otivated them  to 
com e to  the com petition.

“We cam e here to  learn  about the  CCC program s 
an d  do w hat we love,” said Blake Hawes o f the Sa- 
bin-Schellenburg Center.
s He and  his friends Jerem iah Schultz and  Renee 
Kuzm eto com peted in  the  broadcast/digital m edia 
com petition.

C orbett Lindsey o f Lakeridge H igh school said,

“Honestly, the  only reason I’m  here is because m y 
class is going to  Five Guys after the  com petition.” 
H is friend, H arrison  Groves, w ho was com peting 
in  the  a rt com petition, said tha t it’s p retty  fun to  get 
together, m ake stuff and  just see w hat happens.

“I f  s great to see so 
many young people 

passionate about
what they do.”
-  Joe Peterson

Across the  cam pus a t th e  T rain ing  C enter, the  
welding com petition was taking place.

There, Sue Caldera, the woman in charge of the weld­
ing competition, told o f the turnout this year: “This year 
we have 26 students competing in the advanced welding 
division. It is very exciting to have such a big turnou t” 

C lackam as H igh Schools Torin W alhood, w ho

has four years o f  welding experience, said, “I like 
welding because it is challenging and I like working 
w ith m y hands.”

A m ber H erm an, a sophom ore from  Sandy H igh 
School, said tha t she just s tarted welding last year. 
W hen asked o f her motivation to compete at the Skills 
C om petition, H erm an simply said, “W elding is fun.”

W hether it was for free burgers, or because they 
had a passion for what they were doing, every person 
had their own motivation for competing in this year’s 
skills com petition.

“It’s great to  see so m any students each w ith their 
ow n perspective and niche,” said R obert Frische, a 
s tuden t at C CC  studying for his AAS o f welding. 
W hoever wins o r loses these com petitions, all that 
m atters is the fact tha t the students cared enough to 
com e and show the ir skills to  the world.

This story, by North Clackamas Christian School 
junior Isaac Watt, won the journalism competition at 
Thursdays Skills Day competition, Watt reported and 
wrote this story in three hours.


