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Top ranked Co
fall for first time

Story and photo by Katie Archer

CCC wrestler Chris Garcia, bottom, faces off with Southern Oregon University's Tanner Canaday on Saturday, Jan. 24, in an inter-association exhibition. -

he agony of defeat. This week brings a
new lesson for the Cougars as they pick
up their first two losses of the season.

Prior to Saturday’s dual against
second-ranked North Idaho College and NAIA, sec-
ond-ranked Southern Oregon University; the number
one ranked Cougars were 13-0.

Clackamas wrestlers faced off with two teams Sat-
urday, Jan. 24, for a dual held in the Randall Gym.

The dual came down to a dramatic sudden death
finish in the heavy weight match. Clackamas Commu-
nity College’s John Morin, nationally ranked sixth, bat-
tled North Idaho's Taylor Kornoely, nationally ranked
first.

Morin had to win his match for CCC to win the
dual. Cougar country was loud and their excitement
was felt by Morin.

“I was jacked pumped with everyone , said
Morin. ]usthketheexmtement,Cou.garfans d;sbehef
hun§1nthe air when CCC received its first loss.

Downbyt\m.thedualmeetcamedownwme,
said Morin. “T was when I lost”

There wasn't time for the Cougars to think about

the loss, as the Southern Oregon dual was approaching
uickly.

. “It was a hard transition after that close

one, said head coach Josh Rhoden.

After losing his first match, 7-4, in the North Ida-
ho dual, Robbie Rizzolino bounced back and destroyed
Southern Oregon’s Francis Llorente 15-0 in the 141
weight match.

Rizzolino, ranked fifth nationally, said, “I felt more
warmed up in the second match. Felt okay in the first
match. Recouped for the second match to finish strong”

The 174-weight match brought an interesting twist
to the drama unfolding in Randall Hall.

Both CCC’s Dylan Reel and Southern Oregon’s
Brock Gutches are ranked No. 1 in their respective as-
sociations.

Reel and Gutches also knew each other from wres-
% har g dealofermspectf him,” said Reel.
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split second mm were the difference in the match,
and Reel knows he is able to identify those mistakes.

ess of a tough weekend, the Co still
haveRtlfguarg(lmﬁdm a.ngdhheads held high. g
“Keep improving when it matters most, at the end
of the year, Rizzolino said. “Hopefully, we'll finish
strong and be ready for nationals”

Two starters were out due to injuries and resting
for the end of the year. This did give the Cougars un-
wanted forfeits during the dual.

Coach Rhoden said, Su].ljustpracncugfor Febru-

ary and the National
North Idaho will li be an opponent seen at

Regionals and Nationals. Morin sm¢ I get closer and
closer every time I wrestle, Next time should be better”

On Thursday, Jan. 29, the Cougars will be at War-
ner Pacific in Portland at 7 p.m. The Cougars will pre-
pare and attack the West Region Championships in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, on Feb. 13 and the NJCAA Na-
u'oga.l Championships in Des Moines, Iowa, on Feb. 27
and 28.

With the dual behind them, Reel said, “I want to

thank our guys for rea]]y fighting in adversity. It says a
lot about our team?”




