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‘Family Guy’ composer comes home

television shows such as “Family Guy, ” “Scooby-Doo” and “Star Trek: Next Generation. ”

by CHRIS MORROW 
copy e d ito r

R on Jones has b een  com posing 
m usic for over 37 years, paving 
w orked on  the title them es and  
backing scores for m any  o f  televi­
sion’s m ost recognized program s 
in  b o th  live ac tion  and. an im ation  
categories, in c lu d in g  “Scooby- 
Doo; “The Smurfs,” “The A-Team,” 
D isney’s “D uck  Tales”, and  “Star 
Trek: T he N ext G eneration.” Rut 
w hat Jones is probably m ost recog­
nized  fqr is the  extravagant m usic 
o f  Seth M acFarlane’s “Family Guy’’ 
Jones’ pa th  to  com posing started  
at Clackam as C om m unity  College 
nearly  44 years ago.

CCC will be hosting th e  Emmy- 
nom inated  com poser as he  leads 
the Clackamas w ind ensemble, jazz  
band , string  ensem ble an d  choir 
in  perfo rm ing  som e o f  h is best 
know n m usical cues an d  them es, 
W ednesday, M ay 28 at N eim eyer 
C ente r from  n o o n  to  4 pm. The 
Clackam as P rin t h ad  a chance to  
speak w ith  Jones via em ail to  ask 
som e questions.

T h e  C lackam as P rin t: W hen  
d id  y o u  a tte n d  C lack am as 
C om m unity  College?

R on  Jones: I sta rted  attending 
w hile still a  ju n io r  over at W est 
L inn H igh, in  1970. T hey h ad  a 

. special projects class, in  which each 
student could w ork independently  
on  som ething. I said, “I w ant to go 
to college and  take m usic theory. I 
was [in] over m y head, and  I didn’t 
do  so w e ll.. . .  So m y se n io r  year I 
sighed up  again at C C C  and  nailed 
it. I got straight As from  then  on  in  
all m usic course w o rk  I s ta rted  at

th e  U niversity o f  O regon th e  first 
sem ester o f  m y freshm an year, bu t I 
really felt I wasn’t  getting the  sam e 
quality  o f  classes, so I cam e back 
and  h ad  a ball for a couple years. I 
com posed and  arranged for m ost 
all o f  th e  ensem bles on  cam pus. It 
was a great way to  learn  and  gain 
experience.

TC P: D o you have a favorite 
m em ory  from  y o u r tim e here?

Jo n e s: LeRoy A nderson w as 
the  head  o f  the m usic departm ent 
w hen Iw a s  there. H e w as the best 
as a teacher, a  mentor, a friend and 
som eone w ho really cared. Plus, he 
taught us how  to  be professional.

Judy H ilton w as a  b ig influence 
in the m usic departm ent. I  d o n ’t 
th ink  anyone in the w orld  had  a 
greater grasp  o f  m usic theory, and 
had  the insight and skill like she 
had. [She w as] a  fantastic teacher. 
I could  w rite a  book  about a ll the 
great friends, the staff, all the 
teachers. I  had  a  fantastic tim e.

T h a t is w hy  I try  to  com e back 
and share w hat I have experienced, 
and the vital lessons I have learned 
com posing for film  and T V  all 
these years in  H ollyw ood. I love 
sharing tha t w ith  the students.

T C P : W hat courses d id you  
take and  d id  you  have a fav o rite?

Jo n e s : I  took  m ostly  m usic 
classes. A rrangem ent; ja z z  band as 
w ell as m usic theory were m y main 
focus. I sort o f  sluffed the required 
subjects, w h ich  go t m e later. I had  
to  load  up m y ju n io r  and senior 
years in  four year university  w ith  
all those requirem ents. [It was] 
sort o f  a  backw ards w ay  to  do it.
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Life Flight pilot lands on campus soccer field 
in response to nearby car accident

by LIZ GOMES 
associate photo ed ito r

O n Tuesday, May 27, a Life
I Flight helicopter based out of

I Aurora, Ore., landed in the CCC 
soccer fields on the southwest side 
o f campus. It was dispatched in 
response to a serious two-car col­
lision between South Greentree 
Drive and South Leland Road, 
which closed both  north  and 

I southbound lanes o f Oregon 213
early Tuesday afternoon.

After two in-flight paramedics 
rode to  the scene o f the crash in  an 
emergency response vehicle, th e  
helicopter pilot, Captain Christopher 
Boehm (pictured far right), waved 
over curious students to give them  
a closer look at the helicopter while 
he waited for the ambulance to arrive 
(pictured below). Both injured parties 
in the crash were transported to local 
hospitals, news reports said. Although 
neither suffered life-threatening inju­
ries, Life Flight confirmed that one 
patient was flown in the helicopter.
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