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Ii‘yuu’ve tried watching the
news in the past few months,
you’ve probably been alerted
to the riots, chaos and overall
craziness that has been going
on in Ukraine.

If you’re coming late to the
party, then you might have a
hard time catching up with the
events.

Here are the quick answers
to five questions you might be
asking about the crisis in the
region.

1. What is Ukraine and
Crimea?

Ukraine is a large Eastern
European country border-
ing Russia, Belarus, Poland,
Slovakia, Moldova, Hungary
and Romania. Crimea is a self-
governed republic belonging to
Ukraine, mostly separated by
the Black Sea, near Russia.

The country has had a rough
history being placed under
Soviet control through most of
the 20™ century. Ukraine gained
its independence after the fall
of the Soviet Union in 1990
but, according to Clackamas
Community College political
science instructor James Hite,

Last/Thursday, an oak tree fell on a powerline connecting to CC

has struggled to keep itself
truly independent.

“Other former Eastern Bloc
countries like Poland and the
Czech Republic have had an
easier time getting away from
Russia,” said Hite. “Ukraine
has had the hardest time transi-
tioning since gaining its inde-
pendence.”

In 1994 Ukraine signed a
treaty with Russia, the United
Kingdom and the United States
to uphold its borders. Since
then, Russia has held a strate-
gic naval base on the coast of
the Black Sea in Crimea, which
served as the country’s only
warm-water port.

The 2004 Ukrainian presi-
dential election won by Viktfor
Yanukovych was surrounded
in scandal over vote rigging,
and non-violent protests broke
out around the Ukranian capi-
tol of Kiev. After a recount,
Yanukovych’s win was revoked
and was awarded to Viktor
Yushchenko in what is known
as the Orange Revolution.

Yankukovych regained
power in 2006 and became
prime minister and then was
eventually voted in as president
in 2010.
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**”‘ﬁmchers are scrambling to keep up
-~ with their course schedules.

It’s not often that CCC has been
forced to cancel its classes. The
last time it faced a snowstorm like
-~ _the one in February was in 2008,

i+ Paulson said. But that snowstorm
fell between fall and winter terms,
so the college didn’t cancel classes.

Last Thursday, PGE worked
€ quickly to repair the damage done
- emergency personnel  to CCC’s power and got the cam-
e day. . pus back up and running in time to
' ight of many students  make sure the evening classes could
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idents woke up
61O mess

ail extra day off t0 study  happen.
T | tch ug Sieep. No one was hurt in last
_“Thursday’s incident, save for the
giant oak tree that caused the dam-
age.
Days after the outage, a sign in
- front of the fire station read “it did
make a sound.”

Campus policy says that classes
must.-becancelled if the power goes
out for more than 30 minutes due
©_to safety issues; campus fire alarms
«“won't work without power. Campus
ings also don’t have backup

Officials follow established
ines during emergencies such
er outages.
- When the power goes out,
ms alert a plant engineer, which
happened Thursday. “That’s
e responded to find out what
ng on,” said Cochran.

s asked only emergency
:l to stay on campus. Still,
Dther-employvees continued 10 show
p to get work done, said Lloyd
director of campus services.
Flash Alert message
“Any non-emergen-
on campus are asked to

: “It was just a polite
g everyone to go

Top 5 things you want to knw bout Ukraine

Want up-to-the-minute accounts of what’s happening in Ukraine?
Here are five Twitter accounts to follow for Ukraine news.

Rl  @shustry

' Simon Shuster — Reporting for Time in Moscow.

@ngumenyuk

Nataliya Gumenyuk — A Ukrainian reporter tweeting in English
from the streets of Kiev. She has provided consistent details around
the clock.

@ChristopherJM

Christopher Miller — An editor of the Kiev Post. Offers most
up-to-date insight on political movements in Ukraine and Russia
and reports of the protests. L

(@ukrpravda_news
Pravda — A Kiev-based newspaper that tweets only in Ukrainian
but offers many photos and video from the capital city.

(@rt_com

Russia Today — A Russian news outlet that does not strictly
focus on the Ukrainian crisis but shows the news from the Russian
spectrum.

Bonus: Check out the Ukranian conflict sticky post on reddit.
com/r/worldnews for a live, updated timeline of events and news
stories from Kiev, Crimea, and Moscow. The live thread provides
aggregated new stories as they come in and is the fastest way to
catch up on the events in Europe.
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