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GSA: Community provides resources
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LeBron planned last year’s
summit as part of her Oregon
City High School senior project.
Currently she is working on a
transfer degree at CCC focused
on business.

“I plan to transfer to PSU for
non-profit management,” LeBron
said.

Already she helps coordinate
the Wednesday youth drop-in
activities for The Living Room in
Oregon City.

Jefferson Morgan, program
coordinator, has worked with
teens for a long time in various
organizations, but has only been
the project coordinator for TLR
since January 2014.

“Office stuff is alright, but I'd
rather spend time hanging out
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with the teens,” Morgan said.
“They are what makes my job
awesome.”

In fact, because The Living
Room is a youth-centered orga-
nization, his first interview for
the position was conducted by
the teenagers involved in the pro-
gram, he said.

Morgan says his main job is
to provide a link between the
teens and adults. The Living
Room focuses on helping teens in
Clackamas County, he said.

“[We] provide a service that
wasn’t being provided out here,”
Morgan said.

“The Living Room is just about
to start their middle school out-
reach program,” Blixhavn said.

Enrique Solama, co-chair of
the youth advisory council, has
been involved in The Living
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Room since he himself showed
up as a drop-in when he was 14.
Now he helps facilitate the GSA
summit.

But what of the teens that
“age-out” of The Living Room by
turning 217

Kat Taylor, one such individu-
al, came back to volunteer. She is
also involved in creating YOTA
(youth of transitioning age) for
young adults 21 and over to con-
tinue having a safe environment
after they leave The Living Room.

According to Blixhavn, Taylor
is one of the first to have actually
“aged-out” of the program, so this
is new territory for them.

“Currently, the only options
available are to volunteer or get
elected to the board,” Blixhavn
said.
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