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Survey aims to improve college 
as it nears 50th anniversary

Erin Carey 
News Editor

There are m any people at 
C lackam as Com m unity College 
whose entire line o f  work is to 
make it run sm oother. These 
people w ork incredibly  hard 
on im proving the quality o f 
education year after year, even 
w hen they ’re faced w ith diffi­
cult roadblocks such as budget 
cuts that have dram atically set 
back progress in some areas. 
The new est endeavor, Im agine 
C lackam as, spotlights w hat not 
only the students direly need 
to have changed, but w hat the 
com m unity based around CCC 
values the most.

Shelly Parini was a found­
ing m asterm ind in creating  
Im agine C lackam as. She also

serves as the dean o f  College 
Advancem ent.

“The board is preparing for 
the 50th year o f  service in 
2016, [and] w anted to rea l­
ly better understand w hat the 
com m unity m ost values about 
C C C ’s service— our program s, 
our physical space,” P arin i 
said. “We also w anted to iden­
tify  w here we can im prove.”

Im agine C lackam as was a 
survey that took over 100 d is­
trict m em bers to form during 
sum m er 2012 and took  one 
year to com plete. M ore than 
1,500 students, s taff and facul­
ty  took the survey, along w ith 
m em bers o f  the com m unity and 
local businesses. A round 750 
high school students as w ell as 
com m unity m em bers took part 
in face-to -face surveys. The 
school put together a reception 
for the results o f  this extensive

survey, one that m any faces o f 
the com m unity attended.

The greatest struggles that 
Im agine C lackam as highlight-: 
ed w ere m any that students at 
CCC feel on a daily basis, the 
biggest o f  them  being finan­
cial. W ith the econom y still 
struggling, m any students are 
feeling the pinch w hen tu ition  
con tinues to  rise . Joanne 
T ruesdell, C C C ’s p residen t, 
understands that the students 
are finding it m ore difficult to 
keep up w ith the fiscal strug­
gles.

“W e’re try in g  to  keep 
tu ition low, and i t ’s d ifficult,” 
Truesdell said. “It doesn’t help 
the students m uch for us to say 
that we have the low est tu ition 
in the state— we do— but i t ’s 
still extrem ely expensive.”

The financial roadblock that 
is glaringly evident is som e­

thing that Im agine Clackam as 
and the team  tha t th ey ’ve 
assem bled are doing their best 
to clear, i t  requires pushing 
scholarships, grants, all o f  the 
things tha t can ease financial 
burdens on the students and 
m aking these  scho larsh ips 
w ell-know n to the students, 
ensuring that they ’re aware o f 
these opportunities.

The second biggest hurdle 
is transportation. CCC serves Please see OPPORTUNITY, Page 3

students from a w ide variety 
o f  places, and for that reason, 
tran spo rta tion  gets trickier. 
CCC has received a new shuttle 
to help increase the accessib il­
ity o f  the O regon City campus, 
but i t’s still a w ork in progress.

Veterans, students share 
memories at Veterans Day 

even t

NWAACC soccer 
wraps up season

Robert Crombie 
The Clackamas P rin t

Although excitem ent and 
hopes were high in anticipa­
tion o f the quality o f readings 
and number o f veterans attend­
ing, the atmosphere and light­
ing in the Winklesky Literary 
Center was calm and comfort­
able. Yummy refreshments were 
provided including soda, chips, 
and other snacks.

Marlene Broemer, the event 
coordinator, smiled brightly as 
she explained how this year’s 
veterans reading is the second 
annual and expects to see many 
more to come. “This event came 
from the ‘Writing for Veterans’* 
workshop and we hope we can 
keep it going,” Broemer said. 
“I am hoping to see some vet­
erans tonight and eventually we 
would like to see a veterans 
writing group be formed.”

i i
I  hope to learn a 
little more about 
the prospective o f

veterans,”

Nate Courtney 
Volunteer from Writers 

Club

As volunteers from the 
Writers Club set up the event, 
they expressed their expecta­
tions. “I hope to learn a little 
more about the prospective o f

event. Veterans gathered with students to tell stories on Veterans Day.

veterans,” said Nate Courtney 
whose pen name is “Flying 
Owl.”

Aaron Leque, a writers club 
member, helped setup for the 
event.

“I expect good patriotic, good 
spirited literature,” Leque said.

Writing Teacher Ryan Davis 
anticipated a good evening. 
“I hope to see some veterans’ 
contributions and a good-size 
crow d,” said Davis. He was 
hopeful, but realized that timing 
can present a challenge. “There 
is a bigger crowd, usually in the 
afternoon,” he said. “I t’s harder 
to get a lot o f people in the eve­
nings after three o ’clock.”

English Teacher Kate Gray’s 
father and four uncles were all 
in the military, Gray explained

“Grandpa made sure they 
were all in different branches,” 
she said.

As she waits for the readings 
to begin, Gray asks the question 
o f the evening. “W hat would be 
a good way to help support the 
veteran writers?”

Broemer opened w ith a w el­
come and an invitation for peo­
ple to share their experiences, 
either as a veteran or about vet­
erans whom they knew.

M aj. Greg M yers, U.S. 
Marine, spoke about his father 
who was a Vietnam veteran. 
“He absolutely w on’t talk about 
Vietnam,” Myers said. “He has 
tons o f pictures, but w on’t talk 
about it.”

Please see VETERANS, Page 5

David Beasley 
Sports Editor

NWAACC soccer season 
came to a close Sunday. Over 
the weekend, championship 
titles were awarded to teams. 
Outstanding individual athletes 
and coaches were recognized 
and they took part in an All-Star 
match.

2013 NWAACC Women’s 
Soccer All-Stars from 
Clackamas were: South Region 
Coach o f the Year Janine 
Szpara; South Region MVP Tori 
Roberts at midfield; Midfielder 
Claudia Flores; Defender Marci 
Haynes; and Keeper Melanie 
Trumbull. The Cougar All-Stars 
played for South-West in the 
2-2 tie between North-East and 
South-West All-Star teams.

The winning women’s soc­
cer team of the championships 
was Peninsula with a 2-1 victory 
against Edmonds on Sunday. 
Peninsula went undefeated in 
league this season.

Edmonds won their way 
into the final game with a vic­ Please see SOCCER, Page 7

Defender Dija Kirkland boots the ball upfield.

tory on Saturday. That victory 
was a hard-fought, disappoint­
ing 1-2 loss for Clackamas. The 
Cougars subsequently placed 
third in the championships.

The ladies of Clackamas soc­
cer are a classy and talented 
bunch. They were top in South 
Region and had an impressive 
season with 12-2-2 in league 
play. The Cougars have cause 
to be proud as they have proved 
to be one of the top teams in the 
league.

But luck was not on the 
Cougars’ side Saturday. The 
coin toss at the start of the game 
declared that Edmonds would 
kick off. The initial leverage of 
ball possession gave Edmonds 
a slight edge, putting Clackamas 
on the defensive early. Edmonds 
kept up the pressure.

Edmonds took a shot early in 
the first half that was deflected 
and went just wide, resulting 
in a comer kick. Shortly after, 
another Edmonds comer kick 
set up a header attempt that went 
over the Cougars’ goal.
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