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Camassia Natural Preserve,
located on 5000 Walnut St., in West
Linn, is 26 acres of breath-taking
views and the amazing wildlife that
calls it home.

The park offers a peaceful nat-
ural area with paths, trails and
wildlife viewing opportunities.
The preserve gets its name from
the ‘common camas’ or Camassia
quamash, which is a purple flow-
er that blooms in April and early
May. The common camas was at
one point considered a delicacy
to the Pacific Northwest Native
Americans. Although around this
time of the year the common camas
looks like as if it is the only flower
in the preserve. Camassia is home
to over 300 plant species.

Camassia provides a safe home
to many animal species as well.
Some of the well-known bird
species include the wood duck,
California quail, woodpecker,
western bluebird and the golden-
crowned kinglet. The trails tend
to be a little on the muddy side if
it’s been wet, but fresh bark has
been laid making the trails easier
to conquer. One thing to look out
for while in Camassia is the poison
oak, which is mentioned on a sign
at the trailhead.

One of the most memorable
parts of hiking through Camassia
is the changing terrain as you make
your way through the many trail
options. From windy bark trails
that trek through creeks to walking
across hand laid planks over small
pools of water.

The coolest feature is the huge
basaltic bedrock wall that you
climb up in order to continue on
the trail. The large rocky plateau
at the top of the wall was exposed
12,000-19,000 years ago during
the ‘Bertz Floods.’ The flood swept
down what is now the Columbia
River Gorge and cut deep into the
Willamette Valley.

The floods washed out a lot
of the topsoil and vegetation from
the area leaving the plateau we see
today. The preserve is also home to
many granite boulders known as
glacial erratics.

Although this preserve is meant
to be enjoyed and is open to the
public, the Nature Perseveration
Department asks that hikers follow
a few rules to keep from disturbing
the habitat such as: stay on the trail
and do not disturb the wildlife.

Depending on whether or not it
has been raining, I would rate this
hike on a scale from 1 to 10, 10
being a hike with a drill sergeant;
somewhere between 2 to 4. The
rock wall does pose a challenge for
some and if it has been raining the
trails are a bit tricky to maneuver.
All in all it’s a fantastic hike and a
beautiful chunk of preserved wild-
life that everyone should check out.

Top: Tw local hikers, Laura Robeon (front) and Sue Gibbs (back) prepare for a peaceful trail walking
located in West Linn'’s Camassia Natural Preserve. Bottom: This small clearing is an attractive place to stop and just absorb the beauty and solace of Or-
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With our Prior Learning Assessment, you can get credit for what you've learned and
decrease your tuition costs. Proof again that it pays to have a little life experience.

Prior Learning Assessment Info Session | Thurs. Juné é, 5:30 -8p.m.
BP John Administration Building

pla@marylhurst.edu or 503.699.6260 to learn more.
www.marylhurst.edu/pla
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