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Basketball alumni shoot for the stars,
land overseas

Andrew Millbrooke
Sports Editor

Three former CCC men’s
basketball players are making
quite a name for themselves on
the other side of the world by
playing professional basketball.

While not quite realizing
their dream and playing in the
NBA, these players are living
the dream by getting paid to
play the game they love, while
living comfortably and travel-
ing all over Europe.

Chehales Tapscott, Brian
Freeman and Michael Kuebler
are all playing professionally
in different European coun-
tries. In addition, all three
players went on to successful
Division I careers after they left
Clackamas; Tapscott at Portland
State, Freeman at Long Beach
State and Kuebler at Hawaii.
All three first made a name for

themselves at the Oregon prep
level, Tapscott at Century High
School in Hillsboro, Freeman
at West Albany and Kuebler at
South Salem.

Tapscott, 2010 Clackamas
alum, is playing overseas in
Luxembourg’s Diekirch League
for AS Soleuvre. Tapscott
joined the team midway
through the first stage of the
season, providing an immediate
impact. Tapscott averaged 22
points and over 10 rebounds per
game while shooting 60 percent
from the field.

Tapscott was a two-time
NWAACC Player of the Year
(2009, 2010) for the Cougars
and went on to average 14
points and nine rebounds per
game as a senior last season at
Portland State. Tapscott was
named All Big Sky Conference
after leading the league in
rebounding, blocked shots and
double-doubles.

Tapscott’s coach at Century,

Scott Kellar, had nothing but
praise for his former star player
in a phone interview.

“Between his sophomore
and junior years he physically
and fundamentally just explod-
ed,” said Kellar. “Even more
impressive to me is what a
great teammate he was and how
much he was respected by his
teammates. He had a gift for
relating to people.”

Tapscott played in the
International Basketball League
last year for the Salem Soldiers
and is planning on playing for
the Portland Chinooks when
they start at the end of April this
year. Tapscott was sensational
for the Soldiers, averaging 28.6
points and 12.7 rebounds while
shooting 48-percent on 3-point-
ers. Tapscott, at only 6-foot-5,
is undersized to play on the
inside, but he makes up for
it with tremendous hustle and
athleticism.

“He’s got unbelievable tim-

ing, especially rebounding and
he just has a nose for the ball,”
said Kellar. “With his jumping
ability and his wingspan, he
plays a lot bigger than he is.”

Tapscott, who was in town in
early December for an alumni
scrimmage against the current
Clackamas team, said his goal
is to play in the NBA. Tapscott
is willing to do whatever it takes
to get there, even if it means
travelling halfway across the
world to do it. Kellar is sure
that Tapscott will eventually
get a shot at the NBA.

“He’s such a versatile
offensive player and he’s
gotten better every year,”
said Kellar. “That has been
his dream since high school
and I wouldn’t put anything
past him.”

Please see EUROPE, Page 8
TAPSCOTT
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