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RETIREMENT: Clackamas
teacher moving on

Different areas of the greenhouse are home to

young plants at various stages of growth. Horticulture students in
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Howley's Propagation of Edible Plants class learn how to grow and care for these plants in the greenhouse next to

Clairmont.
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Times have changed with
teaching and academics since
Howley first started at CCC
in 1983. Not all of it has been
positive, though and you can
tell once again that modernity
is one of the things that has got-
ten in the way of Howley’s pure
unfiltered love for teaching.

“When I began here we had
typewriters, we had secretaries
that answered every call. I can
find myself now easily in per-
forming the functions of my job
spending six hours a day sitting
down in front of my PC, so that
part of the job, the office time

of the job has really changed.
I came to this job wanting to
work with the dissemination
of knowledge, working with
students. Man, the office work
kills me. I hate it. I really do, I
resent it,” said Howley.

The time spent in the class-
room for most teachers is the
most that they will ever see
their students. It can be bit-
tersweet as a teacher, know-
ing that they are essentially
training these students for their
future. Yet a vast majority of
the time they are clueless as to
what happens to them once they
leave the classroom. That is
why every year the Horticulture

Department has held an event
called Pizza and Plants. For the
past 30 years, alumni and cur-
rent students check out what is
going on in the department.

“I’ve watched my students
get hired on the grounds depart-
ment at Lewis & Clark, get their
dream job and retire. Every
year I get to see and listen to
students. It’s been wonderful
seeing their bellies swell, or
guys get a wedding ring and the
next thing you know they’re
bringing someone with them
and then they bring kids,” said
Howley.

It’s not only been students
that have benefited from
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Howley’s teaching, but staff as
well. Loretta Mills has been the
Horticulture Department sec-
retary for 10 years. She has
worked with Howley for the
entirety of her career at CCC.
“It’s been a hoot. She’s a
fun, energetic, fantastic person
to work with. One thing that
struck me about Elizabeth and
I’ve learned and appreciated
over the years is that she is
totally passionate about what
she does and about who she’s
helping. It’s always been very
impressive to me about how
passionate she is and caring she

During Howley 5 career, the Oregon Association of Nurserymen re

is towards the students and the
department and the college as a
whole and we’ll miss her. She’s
been a pleasure to work with,”
said Mills.

In her retirement she plans
on gardening, working with
the Family Food Educators and
tutoring and volunteering for
the Founders Clinic, a local
medical clinic.

“But I know I’m prob-
ably going to wait a couple of
months before I commit to what
I commit to because I know
once I commit, I'm in,” said
Howley.

cognized

Elizabeth with its highest award, Distinguished Educator.
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