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ROCK: Climbing to new heights
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After asking the students to put on
their harnesses, which they did quite well,
Kendall made sure that all of the students’
harnesses had the proper requirements for
use. He told the students that there are
two types of buckles that are found on rock
climbing harnesses and brought two of his
students to the front of the class to display
the two types.

“If you can see the word ‘DANGER/
you're doing something wrong,” said Kendall.

In the traditional sport of rock climb-
ing, there are two distinct roles that people
taEe: one is the climber and the other is the
belayer, which is the person who controls
the rope for the climber so that they can
climb, lower and in certain circumstances,
fall, safely.

After explaining the part that climbers
and belayers play, the class went through the

rocess learning to tie a “woven figure eight”
Enot, which would later be usecF to secure
the rope to the climber’s harness. After visu-
ally inspecting the class’s knots, Kendall
reminded them thar at the end of the term
they will have to be able to tie a perfect one
while blindfolded.

Once the students have an understand-
ing of the figure eight, they went through
the ins and outs of using the belay device.
Kendall explained that, with the knowledge
of how to tie the knots and use the belay
device, it is a fool-proof system, though he
jokingly described his nervousness to the
class, bein% their first night in the rock gym.

As the class transitions into the rock gym,
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Ranae Faircloth shows off her nimble climbing
skills. Behind her Phil Boiselle belays for Amber
Bandasith.

Joe Be’aomeberg attempts one of the harder climbs
available in the rock gym during the Thursday
night rock climbing class.

Kendall explained as one of his intermediate
students demonstrated the process of climb-
ing. Kendall set up his belay device with
one end of a climbing rope and his climbin
demonstrator, student Sadie Tegtmeier, tie§
in to the other end of the rope. He explained
that for this night only, he would be check-
ing off students to make sure that they have
set up their knots and belay devices cor-
rectly and that later, he would assume

that students have checked each other’s 1

equipment.
“We've never had really any type of
accident, let alpne a serious accident,”

said Kendall.
After tying the rope and setting up

the belay, the two presenters checked

one another’s gear and began to go
over the “universal climbing commands.”
Once Tegtmeier was ready to climb, she
called out “On belay,” to which Kendall
returned “Belay on.” When the climber
made sure the belayer was ready, she
called out “Climbing,” to which the
belayer returns with “Climb on.” After
the demonstration was finished, Kendall
allowed the class to start setting up their
gear to get checked and then climb. For
the majority of the climbing session, he
walked around, explaining to students
what not to do.

If you can see the word
‘DANGER,’ you’re doing some-

thing wrong.”

Marlin Kendall
Rock Climbing Instructor

“You have to be able to control your
limbs under stress and under pressure,”
said CCC student Phil Boisselle.

The rock gym on campus is currently
only open during class hours on Thursday
nights, but there are many great places
to climb outdoors in Oregon. “[A great
local place to climb] is French’s Dome
in Zigzag.It’s nice, it’s close by, in Sandy.
It’s good for beginners and intermediate
climbers,” said Phill Stacey, CCC student
and three time rock climbing class stu-
dent.

Smith Rock and Beacon Rock are
among Kendall’s favorite climbing locales.

To see more photos, check out the
online version of this story at www.the-
clackamasprint.com.
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and into their face? The results
are in and the answer is astound-

ing, Clackamas Community
College students prefer standard
2D movies.

“[ prefer] 2D because 3D
gives me a headache, and the
glasses dont fit well over my
glasses” said Taira Awill, GCC
student. There were many rea-
sons why CCC students pre-
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ing a 3D movie is the most
common of these.
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Whatever your preference s
there is an upside, plenty of our
childhood favorites will be seen
on the big screen again.
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= Have any you don’t need?
If you are unsure what they are, bring them
to Clairmont Hall.
WE WILL USE OR RECYCLE THEM FOR YOU!

CONTACT TJ @ 503-594-3293



http://www.the-clackamasprint.com
http://www.the-clackamasprint.com

