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Thanksgiving Invitational
Win vs. Portland CC 98-45
Win vs. Linn-Benton 59-54

Win vs. Umpqua 68-58

Tournament Champions!
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Are community colleges the escape from money driven basketball?

By John William Howard
Sports Editor

A few weeks ago, I stopped by basketball prac-
tice to get some photos for a preview of the CCC
men’s basketball season. I didn’t think much of
it. It was just a few photos of practice, quick and
easy, in and out.

When I got there, I realized that I'd be staying
a lot longer than I planned.

I'd forgotten exactly how much I loved basket-
ball. Lately I've gii*ten really into volleyball and
I've always been a soccer lover, but it wasn’t until
I stepped back onto the basketball court that I
remembered how much I’ve missed it since the
season ended so many months ago.

The next few minutes were lost to the squeak
of sneakers, the pounding of the ball, the swish
of the net and the click of the camera. It’s more
than easy to be absorbed in the action, it’s practi-
cally intoxicating.

Then after a few minutes, I came down to

earth. I realized that part of the reason I'd missed
basketball so much was because there really is
less of it now than there was a year ago. Last
November, the Rose Garden would pack with
20,000 fans a few times a week to watch the
Portland Trailblazers play. While things have
been resolved in time for a Christmas day tip-off,
this November the action on ESPN isn't on the
court, it’s IN court.

That might just be because the NBA isn’t
just basketball anymore. It’s a business. And to
Le fair, it’s a really good business. They attract
millions of fans worldwide with their talent and
the entertainment that it provides and rake in
billions of dollars in ticket sales, TV deals and
merchandise.

For that very reason, many basketball fans
shun the NBA, claiming that it’s too flashy and
has gotten away from the pure sport that it used
to be. Most ofythose fans choose to follow the
NCAA, where all the athletes (depending on how
you see it) are amateurs. At that level, the ath-
letes are still largely moldable and they depend
more on their coach to teach than do the pros.

However, even at the NCAA level, the game
can still be muddled by money. You don’t have
to dig very far before you find a case of a recruit-
ing scandal. The reason for those? Money. Better
players means more success, translating to better
attendance and increased revenue for the college
that the team is affiliated with.

In order to escape that, you might have to go
one level down, where money means even less.

That’s where small college basketball comes into
play. At Clackamas Community College, for
example, the stands would seat only about 1,000
people if completely full, which they never really
are. And that’s only if they open up each set
of bleachers, something that only happens for
graduation.

In a situation like that, the revenue for filling
the stands wouldn’t be a huge difference in the
athletic department’s budget. The benefit from
having a successful team is simply that they win
more. Winning calls the attention of prospec-
tive players, feeding the success of the program
even further. That’s as it should be. The sport is
focused on the players, not the coaches, not the
fans and certainlljy not on money, just basketball.
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