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Clackamas defender Brianne Paisley fights Pirate forward Shelby Solomon for the ball during the first half of the NWAACC
Semi-final on Nov. 19. Clackamas lost 1-0 in on a goal in the 29th minute and were knocked from the tournament.

By John William Howard
Sports Editor

It says a lot about the close-knittedness of a group
when they can laugh together. It says even more when
they can cry together, as was the case in the huddle
around Head Coach Janine Szpara after the Cougars fell
1-0 to the Pirates of Peninsula College in last Saturday’s
NWAACC women's semi-final game at Starfire Stadium
in Tukwila, Wash.

Looking across the field from the press box, it scemed
that things might be a little in the Pirates favor. For one,
Pirates fans made up the majority of the spectators,
hooting and hollering and waving their black and gold
scarves. For another, Peninsula fielded 25 women while
Clackamas had only 14 players on their roster. Thar’s 11
starters and only three suEs

“[Coach Szpara] has said it all season, its not about
how big the team is, its about having the right players,”
said Assistant Coach Miriam Coto. “I think, with 14 play-
ers, we had the right Players ... I'd rather have 14 and be
a close team, a family.”

Clackamas walked on to the field composed. Stoic
and focused, it was a stark contrast to the team wearing
yellow and white. The Pirates jumped up and down and
cheered in their huddle while the Cougars stood together
in a quiet, tight circle.

Clackamas kicked off and from the moment the ball
was put in to play it was dear that it would be a rough,
physical game from start to finish. For a while, the referee
allowed the players to push one another around but before
long, the whistles started to pile up.

ﬂﬁ the 29th minute, the physicality took a tum for
the worse. During an attack by the Peninsula offense,
Clackamas defender Ali Scharbach made an attempt to
steal the ball from Pirate forward Shelby Solomon and
dipped her foot, bringing her to the ground inside the
18 yard box.

On the resulting penalty kick, Peninsulas Jackie
Rodgers went high and left post, freezing Clackamas
goalkeeper Tori Wilkinson as the shot sailed past her and
into the net to give Peninsula the 1-0 advantage.

“Penalty lcit:E.: ... it’s one of those things that you guess
and hope for the best. If you guess wrong you guess wrong
and if you guess right you guess right,” said Wilkinson. “I
could tell which side she was going to but you can never
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Midfielder Sandra Tinoco looks to make a pass during Saturdays semi-
final game. Tinoco was injured in the first half, but continued to play.

tell whether they're going to go high or low. You just have
to guess ... | tried and I just couldn’t get there in time.”

Wilkinson didnt take any time to dwell on the goal.
She had plenty of other things to worry about, namely
the fact Jmt Clackamas was outshot 12-5 and the ball
spent most of the game on Clackamas™ half of the field.
The defense and Wilkinson stepped, up but every time
Clackamas made an attempt to push the ball down the
field, Peninsula would corral it and boom it back on the
attack, making it difficult for the Cougars to get a thythm
going.
“We like to play soccer. We don' just play kick and
chase,” said Coro, who spoke for Szpara after the post-

ame huddle. “We come out and we try to play our game,
ut its hard to do that when teams are just booting the
ball up and you can't get the ball on the ground.”

After halftime concduded, Clackamas continued to be
pounded by the Peninsula attacks, making litde headway
and having few chances at getting in to scoring position,
let alone taking an actual shot.

The jeers from the Peninsula crowd grew louder when
the men’s team arrived and even louder as the clock ticked
nearer to the Pirates first trip to the NWAACC finals in
just their second year as a program. Clackamas hurried
and made every attempt to tie but eventually the final
whistle sounded, ending the Cougar’s season and their
hopes at a title.

“We don't know what we feel yet,” said a tearful Sandra
Tinoco. “T got hurt early and it just sucks that I couldn’ be
there for my team like I wanted to be. And I think most
of us felt that way.”

Tinocos thoughts were echoed on the faces of nearly
all her teammates with the exception of Wilkinson, who
seems to share some of former NCAA star Szparas steel.

“[As a goalkeeper] you see everything,” said Wilkinson.
“Wed have glimpses where I'd be like ‘go go go! Keep
doing that!” and then wed break down again and wed
stop.

A team with a first year head coach and a large class
of freshmen ing, Clackamas is sure to find further
success next season after dimbing to the Final Four as the
second smallest team in the entire league. The Cougars
finished the season at 11-5-1 and took home their sixth
Southern Region championship since the programs birth

in 2002.

Midfielder Kelsie Knight and Deidra
Woodward of Peninsula collide midair.




