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Freshman Julia Toscano :’eps for a kill during the game at Mt. Hood Community College on Nov 4. Toscano
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was second on the team with seven kills, but the Cougars lost three games to none in their last road game of
the season. They finish their season today at home vs. 4th ranked Linn-Benton Community College at 7 p.m.

Volleyball drops rivalry game to
Mt. Hood Community College

Clackamas volleyball tries to recouper-
ate from a straight-sets loss to MHCC
in time for their final regular season
game this Wednesday vs. Linn-Benton
Community College at Home.

By John William Howard
' Sports Editor

Head Volleyball Coach Kathie Woods has
basically seen it all. She’s been coaching ar
Clackamas since 1983 and has compiled more
than 700 wins, giving her the most wins as a
coach in NWAACC volleyball history. That
said, even Woods was surprised by the outcome
of last Friday's game against top ranked Mr.
Hood.

Clackamas was beaten down by the Saints in
Gresham 25-13, 25-19, 25-16 in a match that
wasn't even close.

“We did a lor worse than what we had
talked about and what we wenr out to do,” said
Woods. “It’s very frustrating because we're hav-
ing a hard time mentally focusing on what our
roles are ... we're forgetting how to just play
the game.”

The Cougars started things out as they always
do in a big rivalry game. They made plenty of
noise, shouting and jumping in a raucous circle
just behind the bench and gave every notion
that they were hyped up and ready to play.

“We were pumped for the game,” said sopho-
more Kristin Best, “but as soon as we got out
on the court, there wasn’t any fight as a whole
team. There were individuals but it doesn’t

matter individually, we just need to bring it as
a team.

The first set began with promise. Mt. Hood
jumped out to an early lead but Clackamas
quickly returned the favor, climbing ahead 6-5.
That was about as good as things would get.
Before long, the Saints had pusheg the Cougars
to the brink and then over it, commanding the
first set 25-13 and quieting both the Clackamas
bench and their host of followers in attendance.

The second set began where the first set
stopped. Clackamas looked confused as they
mishandled about every easy dig and sent sev-
eral would-be kills strait into the net. Hardly
anything went right and again the road ream
found themselves in a hole, trailing 22-12.
That was when Clackamas decided to make a
run.

All of the sudden, things clicked. Sets that
normally went high, giving Mt. Hood time to
set up blocks were suddenly low over the net.
Digs and passes were right on target and holes
began to open on the Mt. Hood side. Several
kills later, Clackamas found themselves down
only 4 at 23-19 before the Saints squelched
their run and went into the break leading two
sets to none.

At this point, the traveling Clackamas fans
must have begun to wonder if driving out to
Gresham was worth their time. Other than a
Justin Bieber look-alike being pulled out of
the crowd to dance with the mascot, there
wasn't much to watch. Both sets were sloppy,
players were playing out of position, easy pass-
es going awry and Eill after kill was going Mr.
Hood’s way.
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