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Hoover instructs her Natural History of Death Valley class that takes place over spring break. From left to right: Devon Kennedy, Mary Hosanna Hunt,
. Porter and instructor Hoover observe fault lines.
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Aor the rest of your life, Death Valley is where it’s at
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By Joshua Baird
s & Culture Editor
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one year, the Oregon
re has fixed one of
istic rulings by the
ontrol Commission
i time with Senate Bill
allows home brewers
compete al amateur
) and winemaking contests
the debacle last summer
lheon State Fair, where the
Made it known that the com-
fully intended to block all

contests being held statewide with a
reinterpretation of a Prohibition-era
law, many home brewers and brew
supply shops began to express their
discontent with the way that OLCC
was handling the regulation.

Many, myself included, felt that
the only reason that the OLOC was so
gung-ho about enforcing this law after
somany years is that they were unable
to (over) tax homemade alcohol as
they do with beer, wine and liquor at
the store.

Much like a lame DVD, this new
ruling comes with one extra feature:
no, it isn't a preview for the movie
vou bought, but instead donating your
beer to non-profits is allegedly now
going to be considered tax deductible,

I'm not really sure if it is worth
it to even try and donate my sweet
homebrewed ambrosia-esque beer.
The sheer volume of beer that you
would have to give away would cause
you to lose money on the ingredients
alone, unless the govemment is will-
ing to give a tax deduction to give
your beer away of 10-20 times the
cost of ingredients.

In my opinion, there is nothing
more sacred than a man’s (or wom-
an’s) right to share the fruits of his
labors with his friends, family and
co-workers if he so chooses. And
thankfully, most home-brewers love

to share the beer that they make with
others,
In the end, there is very little left
to say about this decision beyond that
it was the right choice for the artistic
types in Oregon, those of us whose
medium is not paints on canvas or
pencil on paper, those of us who
mstead chose to carve out our place in
the world with flavorful and intense
(and in some cases highly potent)
beer or wine. Or more simply put, it’s
about time.

Don’t forget to check out www.
twenty-1plus.com for more exclusive
content.

Disclaimer: We at The Clackamas
Print do not encourage drinking to
excess or underage drinking of any
kind. Remember to drink responsibly.

+: Home brewers can now find freedom in new bill
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Home brewers can now enjoy the sharing of their homemade
beer thanks to a new bill passed on March 28.
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