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Brian Beldin cleans the

surface in preparation to paint a Mini
Cooper in one of the college's new
state-of-the-art paint booths.
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iet your ‘Flu’ fix with theater this winter season

By Nathan Sturgess
tssoctate Photo Editor
Wen  Michael  Gerber,
iy Community  College’s

director, first pitched the play
s termy o his latest crop of
i the reaction was mixed. In
somi: of the actors, being dra-

lvpes, were quite disturbed
L

When we first did our reading,
tied 10 slap Michael. 1 was like,

“What is this? This is like Swahili,""
said Dylan Marchek, one of Gerber's
assistant directors for the play.

But, along with the other actors,
Marchek soon came 10 appreciate
the play for its depth and complex-
ity. Written by William Eno, the play
is titled *“The Flu Season” and was
first published m 2003, According to
Gerber, a play written within the last
decade means it's a fairly new work.
In a nutshell, the play is a tragic
comedy surrounding the romantic

relationship of a man and woman in
an nsang asylum,

Gierber came across the play sev-
eral years ago, and it quickly went on
his short list of plays he would like to
one day direct. When this term came
arcund it just scemed to fit.

“We brought it n and had a
reading. Their initial reaction was,
‘1 don’t know what 10 make of this.”
But they wene ntrigued by it, and by
the end of the two-and-a-half-hour
reading session they were just fired

up about it,"” said Gerber.

Eno is an American playwright
that, i many of his plays, pushes the
boundaries on what is commonly
understood as theater, or as Gerber
puts it, he is “mefa-theatrical.” In
“The Flu Season,” Eno explicitly
explones what it means to be an audi-
ence observing a ion. The
characters Prologue and Epilogue,
played by Branden McFarland and
Heather Ovalle, respectively, actu
ally talk to the andience and com-

ment on the action i the scenes,
even making remarks about how the
author could have done a better job.

“The constructs we use in (the
play) kind of stretch what people
think of as theater, but most mpor-
tanithy it speaks about things that peo-
ple don’t like to speak about ... ina
very graceful way,” said Donovan
Eilert, who plays a character named
Doctor in the play.
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