| 8 The Clackamas Print

Dudley does right §

By Joshua Baird
Arts & Culture Editor

First of all, I want it to be made
very clear that | have never been
the type to run with the hard core
political pack. I am a Republican
and have been for years now. I am
not an ideological teenager who
hasn’t gotten to see politicians of
all parties go back on promises that
they swore up and down they would
keep. Republicans, Democrats and
Independents are all usually just
pandering to the crowd when they
talk about all of the “wonderful
plans™ that they have in mind for
the town, city, state or country.

I have seen political leader after
political leader lie through their
teeth for the past 11 years. This is
not to say that some of them don’t
mean well, they just don't follow
through on promises made. This,
as some of you know (and others
will learn soon enough), is just the
way of life in the world of politics.
Some of them are after money,
fame or power, others truly wish
to make a difference, but they all
spout untruths. It is as simple as
that.

I am voting for Chris Dudley
in the upcoming election because 1
believe that he is the best man for
the job. He may not have as much
experience as John Kitzhaber, but
that may be a good thing. He still
has the ability to prove himself and
I don’t believe that Kitzhaber has
done that in his career.

“Our past two governors have
had over 60 years of experience
between the two of them, and vet
here we sit,” said Dudley at the
only gubernatorial debate. “{(We're)

47th in job growth, 42nd in employ-
ment, 43rd in quality of schools. ...
We need experience from outside
of government to come in, and
what I offer is a vision. A vision
of how to take Oregon forward in
a new direction from the path that
we've been on.”

*We have to get out of the
mindset that we've been on for
too long, that the answer to every
problem is more taxes, more taxes
more taxes, and I've emphasized
that the answer is more jobs. More
jobs, more taxpayers, that's where
we have to go forward.”

This statement tells us what his
stance is on raising taxes. I know as
a fulltime student who can barely
afford the prices of books and food
that I can’t afford to have any more
money taken out of my meager
paycheck.

Educational reform is at the top
of the bill for Dudley, He believes
that by improving Oregon’s edu-
cation system, we are not only
giving our children an advantage
in their lives, but also investing i
the economy of tomorrow. Why
should they have to go through the
same problems we are experienc-
ing today? Lack of jobs, the fear
that today could be the day we get
the axe at work and worries that
we won't be able to feed our chil-
dren. I don’t have any kids myself,
but I understand the fear of the
unknown.

Dudley’s desire to re-focus high
school will make schools more
efficient as is stated in his 18 point
plan by, “redirecung a portion of
the state school fund to provide
incentives fo teachers and faculty
to ensure that students complete
demanding coursework and dem-
onstrate proficiency rather than
earn credits for just sitting in class.

“If you look closely at Oregon’s
student achievement data you will
see most of our elementary and
middle schools are more successful
each year. It is Oregon high schools
that struggle to reduce dropout
rates, increase graduation rates and
prepare students for the rigor of the
global workplace, advanced train-
ing and college.”
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Dudley wants to push fora “third
semester” in schools. Fullime stu-
dents are better prepared to become
fullime employees, because in the
real world there is no such thing as
a summer vacation unless you are
a teacher.

Of course, some teachers only
are educators for three reasons:
June, July and August.

This third semester would do
great things for students and adults
in our state. It could even potential-
ly lower the rate of juvenile crimi-
nal activity by keeping the children
who may spend summers in a — for
lack of a better word — crime wave.
People who are better educated
are less likely to become crimi-
nals because they have learned that
there is a possibility of having a
future.

Of course, after having watched
the debates between Dudley and
Kitzhaber, | can say that Kitzhaber
is the better public speaker.
Dudley’s performance made my
speech class performances look
like I was a communications spe-
cialist. Though Kitzhaber, being a

career politician, has had a lot of

time to hone and refine his skills,
he still struck me as just another
politician.

In addition, Barack Obama is
backing up Kitzhaber. That tells
me all 1 really need to know in
the end. The President wants
to keep a Democrat in offices
nationwide. That’s not a surprise
really, a Republican President
would probably do the same for
other Republicans, but doesn’t he
have more pressing concerns than
sponsoring a4 governor race on
the opposite end of the country?
And can we really trust what the
President says after all of the bro-
ken promises? | wouldn’t want
him to endorse me if | ran, even
if I was a Democratic candidate.
That man is clearly not doing
his own job, and his endorsement
makes me wonder if someone he
believes in will do their job and fix
our beautiful state’s problems,

So join me in voting for Dudley,
because we need some fresh blood
in Oregon’s political arena.
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Make sure the numbers 1-9 are in each box. At the
same time, there must be the numbers 1-9 verti-
cally and horizontally. All numbers must match up

accordingly.

-
-

{

v

BmWeX 28R TTDOI

=

:‘_’

Follow us on:
Twitter: TachosinOC
Facebook: Tacho Espinoza

Mexican Restaurant Oregon City, Oreg

Lunch
and
Dinnegr
Specials Daily

KARAOKE

Thurs. 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
JFri. & Sat. 9 p.m.-2 a.m.

Halloween €ont

Costume Contest 9-3
Oct. 30
Cash prizes
Kids nights every Wednesday
Kids eat free w/one adult meal
Magician and Ballon Wizard
6 p.m.-8 p.m.

503-655-5562
515 Molalla Ave
Oregon City, Oregon

Tachosrestaurant.com

PAMELA HOLLIS

971) 237-4674




