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calls to Tapscott

Travis Hardin Clackamas Print

Cheheles Tapscott lifts weights to get ready for next season at Portland State University.
The multi-talented Tapscott will transfer there after two successful seasons at CCC,

By Cody Ferdinand
The Clackamas Print

“He has a great impact on the
floor,” said Portland State’s head
coach Tyler Geving in an interview
about his recent signing of Cougars
65", 205 pound sophmore forward
Chehales Tapscott.

Tapscott recently signed his letter
of intent and is heading to Portland
State University next fall to become
a Viking.

“Playing Division [ basketball, it’s
the highest level compared to the
NBA." said Tapscott when asked
about what he is looking forward ©
maost about PSUL

Tapscott finished the season
with an average of 24 points and 12
rebounds a game. “T just went off,”
said Tapscott.

Along with the outstanding stats
this season, Tapscott and the Cougars
brought home their second consecu-
tive NWAACC championship.

But things didn't come easy for

Tapscott this season. At the beginning
of the season, Tapscott was ineligible
for the first six games due to aca-
demics. When asked what he did
to become eligible agan, Tapscott
said, T just worked hard. Last year
I stopped going to classes because
I just won the championship. | was
immature. This year | am in the class-
room everyday.”

His coach agreed. “They have a
really good support system of tutors
and academic personal,” said Cougars
head coach Clif Wegner when asked
about Tapscott’s academics at PSU.
“They are involved right now; they
are coming out a few days a week
checking on him. They are making
sure he pets what he needs.”

Wegner knows his team will be
successful with Tapscolt’s transfer
but is aware that it will be difficult.

“It's going to hurt You don't
replace a Chehales Tapscott; you
don’t find those kinds of kids, and
usually they go straight into Division
1 ball. We are going to have to be a
different kind of team. We are going

to have 1o be diversified; people are
going to have to step up and contrib-
ute a little more,” said Wegner.

“I had a great experience here,
coming here has done a lot for me.
Coach Wegner helped me be a better
person. He made me a gentleman,”
said Tapscott.

Tapscott has had an outstand-
ing carcer as a Cougar. Along with
bringing home two consecutive
NWAACC championships, he has
contributed a lot to the shaping of the
basketball program the last two years
at Clackamas Community College.

“To work harder and really get
after it that's what | leamed from
him,” said teammate David Krantz
when asked what he leamed from
Tapscott. “He tries hard every time
he plays and that was good for us
and all of our teammates and that’s
what made us win the championship
this year.”

“Chehales is a heck of an ath-
lete, and you don't meet o0 many
people like that,” said fellow Cougar
Anthony Atherton.

NWAACC: Cougars capture title

Continued from NWAACC, Page 1

“It was good. We just had to
get everyone on the same page.
Me and a couple of sopho-
mores wanted to stress to the
freshmen how important it was
to us because we wanted to
win it again,” added Steinke.

Afier the meeting, it was
like the team had a fresh
start and did not lose another
game.

Wegner prepared his team
and in the six games fol-
lowing the Cougars’ Feb. 20
loss to Lane, they outscored
their opponents 466-389, The
Cougars beat all four of their
opponents in the NWAACC
tournament by double digits,
including Spokane who shared
an Fast Region title with Walla
Walla and Big Bend.

Wegner commended his
team for their work at the tour-

nament, saying, “We played a
better level of ball once we got
there. The defense was more
intense, it was more focused.
The rebounding was phenom-
enal. The hustle plays were
incredible. We played harder
than anybody else.”

After a season of downs that
turned into ups, the Cougars
finished closer as a team and
with the hardware in hand.

Contributed Phoa y Jeff Hinds
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Marchis one of the greatestmonths
for sports fans because it brmgs base-
ball back to the world, golf s at its
height and college basketball has its
men's and women’s oumeys.

It all starts with 65 teams fighting
for one spot, the National Collegiate
Athletic Association championship,

On the women's side, the local
favorite No. 15 Portland State
University was knocked off by No. 2,
Texas A&M University, 84-53 in the
first roumd.

There were few upsets in the first
and second rounds but led to two No.
1’s getting eliminated i the Sweet 16,
Nebraska and Tennessee, both being
eliminated by No. 4 feams.

A hard fought Elite Eight saw the
favorites, Connecticut Huskies and
Stanford Cardinals, make the Final
Four. In two dominating games, both
teams were able 0 make it o the
NCAA Women's Championship held
in San Antonio,

After a challenging first half,
Stanford led 20-12. Connecticut
would have none of it in the second
half as they outscored Stanford 41-27
in the half to lead them to the NCAA
Women's Championship. The final
score for the game was a close 5347,

The men’s toumey started on
March 18 from various cities across
the United States. Neither Portland
State nor University of Portland was
able 1o make the tourney this year with
PSU finishing 13-19 and UP finishing
21-11. Both Oregon and Oregon State
were also unable to make it finishing
seventh and eighth in the Pac-10.

Marny upsets could be seen i
the first round including the local
No. 11, Washington, beating No. 6,
Marguette, 80-78. Washington went
on 1o also beat No. 3, New Mexico,
in round two in a dominating fash-
ion. The Huskies would eventually
be eliminated in the Sweet 16 by No.
2, West Virginia, in what was a hard
fought game until the last minutes
when the Huskies gave up a number
of shots. They lost 69-56.

The men's toumey was full of

underdogs making a name for them-
selves as only one No. 1 team, the
Duke Blue Devils, made it to the
Final Four. All the top teams made it
through the first round but from then
on, every round saw a No. 1 lose.
The favorites Kansas, Symcuse
and Kentucky were all beaten before
the they had a chance to prove their
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