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Follow Alice down the rabbit ho
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New Alice movie
stuns its audience

By Kayla Calloway
Copy Editor

“Do you have any idea
why a raven is like a writing
desk?”

I have no clue either,
but this line, repeated peri-
odically throughout Disney
and Tim Burton’s “Alice in
Wonderland,” definitely and
accurately shows just how mad
the Mad Hatter is.

For those of you living under
arock the past few months and
possibly in solitary confine-
ment, this past Friday, Burton’s
latest film, a new take on the
classic “Alice in Wonderland,”
premiered, staring Mia
Wasikowska, Helena Bonham
Carter, Anne Hathaway and, of
course, Johnny Depp.

When most think of Burton,
they most likely think of his
darker films such as “Sweeny
Todd: The Demon Barber of
Fleet Street” or “Nightmare
Before Christmas,” and his lat-
est masterpiece does not disap-
point.

Although the film is rated
PG, I would not consider it a
kids’ movie. The story is defi-
nitely more grown-up than the
classic Disney version, as is the
main character of the movie,
Alice, played by Wasikowska.

In this rendition of the story,
Alice is 19 years old. She has
no recollection of her first jour-
ney to “Underland,” or as Alice
calls it, “Wonderland,” passing
it off as an odd dream that is
recurring. But while attend-
ing a party that ends up being
for her soon-to-be engagement,
Alice spots something rather
odd: a white rabbit wearing a
waistcoat. She follows the rab-
bit and falls down a hole by a
tree. Soon she is in the land of
her dreams and that is exactly
what she believes it to be, a
dream.

I don’t want to give away
too much because this is most
certainly a moyvie that cannot
be fully explained in writing.
It needs to be seen. Everything
from the colors to the visual
effects add together to make
this film unbelievable.

If you've seen the trailer,
you know that Depp is, of
course, the Mad Hatter. One of
the goals shared by both Burton
and Depp with this film was to
add depth to the Hatter's char-
acter unlike it has been por-
trayed before. Personally, 1 feel
as though they met that goal.
Prior to watching this movie,
I had never really known there
was anything more to the
character other than a
crazy person who likes &
tea. 1 had never even
wondered what had
made him crazy. He just
Was.

This new portray-
al of the character =57~
makes me appre-
ciate the Mad
Hatter more -
than 1 i e
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had ever done before.
The movie was a record-
breaking blockbuster, bring-
ing in an estimated $210.3
million worldwide, accord-
ing to the International
Movie Database. No
first quarter (January
through March) open-
ing in modern times
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You want to know why a
“raven is like a writing desk™? |
can answer that; they both had
to put up with Tim Burion and
his slow descent into his lack of
crealivity.
When Burton

has gotten signed on lo

! the upside

i down nature of
f Lewis Carroll’s

“Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland”
and “Through the

Looking-Glass,

and
What
Alice Found
There” | thought it would be
a match made in heaven. Here
was the chance to see Burton's
brush strokes paint delightful
twists of raw imagination on
to the canvas of the silver
screen.
Instead, what he
brought to the theater
was a big pile of
over used clichés
drenched in
the sauce of
fandom. In
other words
the movie
looked like Burton
had stared Carroll
straight in the face and
sneezed.
Disney’s new “Alice in
Wonderland™ was one painful
old hat to the next. Exchanging
the loose fitting comny lines to
the tight squeeze of pleasing
the fans.

However, Burton does start
this classical tale with one,
solitary new test: Alice is now
19 years old and she has just

been proposed to. After

a bit of a panic attack
she runs afier a white
rabbit that only
she seems

close to

the ridicu-
lous amount of
ticket sales as “Alice

in Wonderland.” Although,
more than likely, a percent-
age of these sales are a direct
relation to the Burton/Depp
appeal, the film was simply
stunning, and I’'m sure that
most everyone walked away
quoting the Mad Hatter or the
lisping Red Queen, played by
Bonham Carter.

With a star-studded cast,
including other Burton favor-
ites: such as Alan Rickman,
playing the forever recogniz-
able caterpillar, and Timothy
Spall as the lovable, loyal
blood hound Bayard, both of
whom were in “Sweeny Todd,”
“Alice in Wonderland” is a
fun experience, especially in
Real-D. As my first cinematic
3D experience, I would recom-
mend this movie for anyone
... just think before you take
the kids: they might get a little
scared.

After all it is rated PG for a
smoking caterpillar.

Alice’s old hat fails to
fit crowd’s expectatio

to be able to see and fi
a rabbit hole that cxpog
to a place locked away j
inner psyche.

The rest of the movieis
around the famous small
“The Jabberwocky™ tha |
tured in Carroll’s *Throy
Looking-Glass, and Why
Found There.” This 1
residents of Wonderlan
Alice to own up and
the White Queen's chy
as it was written in thep
cal scroll.

For a story a
this, one would tf
have avoided the happ)
ending, or at the very |4
could keep it dowr 1o 4
cheesy jig.

The fearsome Jaf
was a lizard with v
mean a dragon, but if wa
close to it. The Jubjubl
like a knock off of ¥
“Up” and the Bandersny
like he had been plucked
Jim Henson’s “Labyr

There were thr
that pulled this from ag
[0 a twoe slar movie
five stars). I find my
gling to admit this in
tion, but the three ch
were the Mad H: i
Queen and Cheshire (
again, Johnny Depp and}
Bonham Carter are b
make interesting ch
some point after being |
in so many of Burton's f

With the new twists
on to both Depp and B
Carter’s characters
more real and
audience’s infercsi:
Carter’s Red Quex
cure about her
Depp’s Mad Hatt
quite a crush on the
As for Stephen Irv's
Cat, he's still as
enduring as ever.

Something that coul
help save this failure
would be having some rd
sure at the end.

Spoiler Alert

As it stands now|
19-year-old Alice decli
strongly hinted romancd
the Mad Hatter 1o be
off into the mists of o
route and ... that's it. Thi
end. It just cuts off
us home without a reald
which is kind of funnj
sidering that Burton o
to end the movic three}
before the credits step ind

What happened 10
wonderful world in
Fish™? What h

simple, yet «
tale of “Vincent™ i
Alice who's lost 0
it's Burton!




