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the sky! It’s a bird; it’s a 
ope, it’s a superhero.

ic book superheroes 
te with cape and cowl are 

through the streets of
¡every major metropolitan 
the United States.
/have colorful names like 
er, Terrifica and Super 
| Rather than fighting 

a traditional sense, they 
tissues that they feel to be 
la more personal level.
|r have left the bat-shaped 

ngs and X-ray vision at 
instead opting for food 
ankets for the homeless 
ting with organizing to 

[corporate injustice.
land is no different from 
t of the nation. That’s 
e have a superhero of our 
is name is Zetaman.
¡nan has taken on the

responsibility of defending 
Portland’s homeless population 
from the frigid nights and hun­
ger. Armed with blankets, socks 
and food, he travels around 
Portland by night and provides 
those men and women with the 
necessities to make it through 
another night.

“They are happy to receive 
them,” Zetaman stated in an e- 
mail.

The royal blue clad super­
hero has based his costume on 
Superman and Zorro, but his real 
heroes are his grandfather and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

What could lead a man or 
woman to becoming a super­
hero?

“I guess some free time 
Internet searching, a want to 
do good things combined with 
a lousy work schedule. As far 
as recommending [becoming a 
superhero] to others, I would 
not. It is a very difficult thing 
to do because it opens a person 

up to a lot of ridicule,” Zetaman 
said.

“First if I saw the costume I’d 
think, ‘We must be in Portland.’ 
•If I saw what they are doing I’d 
be really happy that they are 
out there doing something, and 
I would do anything I could to 
try and help. I do community 
service in my own way; I fed 
the homeless around town for 
Thanksgiving, which feels bet­
ter for me than to sit around 
eating a big dinner and feel­
ing guilty,” Kassi Havens, a 
Clackamas Community College 
student said.

According to the World 
Superhero Registry, yes there are 
so many superheroes out there 
that they are being registered; 
three things need to be account­
ed for in order to be considered 
for membership.

The first is what many would 
consider obvious, a costume. 
The World Superhero Registry 
states on its Web site, “The pur­

pose of a costume is not simply 
to protect the identity of the 
Real-Life Superhero from crimi­
nals that might seek revenge but 
to make a statement both to the 
evil-doers that you fight against 
and to the world at large: you are 
not simply someone who hap­
pened upon crime or injustice 
and made an impulsive decision 
to intervene.”

The requisite costume has 
become something of a sym­
bol for comic book fans and 
“Reals” alike. From the icon­
ic Superman logo, to the basic 
jeans and T-shirt that accompany 
Wolverine’s metal claws, cos­
tumes are how superheroes are 
identified worldwide.

“I think it’s a good thing 
because you don’t get people 
who are just trying to get atten­
tion; they are actually trying to 
have firn while helping people,” 
said Havens.

Zetaman, however, has run 
across his share of the bad ele­

ment in the Real Life Superhero 
community. Like with any­
thing the Superhero community 
attracts people who actually want 
to make a change in the world, as 
well as the less than savory types 
who are just interested in getting 
five minutes in the spotlight.

The other two rules are a bit 
more complicated than cutting 
up your mother’s bed sheets and 
wearing tighty whities on the 
outside of your pants. The first 
is heroic deeds; a Real must be 
able to prove that they became 
a Real-Life Superhero for the 
benefit of mankind.

The final step is listed as per­
sonal motivation. The Web site 
indicates that in order to be reg­
istered “a Real-Life Superhero 
cannot be a paid representative 
of an organization”

In other words next time you 
see a spotlight in the sky at 
night, keep in mind that a Real is 
out doing their part to make the 
world a better place.


