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Countries on the eastern
Pacific first started to see hints
of El Nifio late last summer with
definitive evidence of its onset

o

pre-
dictions of the severity of this El
Nifio was to be low to moderate
but in fact ended up being the
quite large. ,
Primarily, El Nifio affects the
West Coast, but evidence of its
existence has been felt all over
the nation as fir as the Eastem
seaboard.

“Distuptions in the typi-
cal weather pattem, as you've
noticed in California to the south
and also on the Eastern seaboard
of the United States where that
colder air has mixed with moister
that should typically go to the
Pacific Northwest, is now going
to the South and producing lots
of snow in places that
don’t see cold winters like Dallas,
Texas, and parts of Florida and
Louisiana and of course the very
heavy snow storms over the South
Atlantic regions like Washington,
DC, Atlanta, Baltimore, places
like that,”” Sulesky said.

It's uncertain how long El
Nifio will last but typically goes
for several months. Either way,
for the time being, it appears that
this year’s winter ended a bit early
because of it and didn't really
allow a clear winter to start.
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TUITION Costs rise

Continued from TUITION, Page 1

Nina Willis, a Clackamas stu-
dent said, “Tt makes sense, but |
think the government should be
adjusting its spending towards
schools instead of special inter-
est groups, I'm not too happy
about it, but it makes sense. I'd
rather pay more than to have less
classes available.”

State support has just barely
budged. Enrollment has spiked,
putting big pressure on the bud-
get. Tuition is the one revenue
source the school has some con-
trol over. Despite the changes,
Clackamas is still below average
for cost of attendance.

The total yearly costs for
other community colleges
in Oregon range from $3,093
at Central Oregon, to $4,095
Southwestern. The average cost
is $3.537. Clackamas sits cur-
rently at $3,465, which is less
than Chemeketa, Mt. Hood ‘and
Portland community colleges.
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When times are
tough, people go
back to school.

Courtney Wilton
Vice President of College
Services
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Oné thing that CCC students
have available to them that other
schools don't have is the corri-
dor of credits between 15 and 18.
Which as of right now is $1,080
plus $75 for fees, which is fun-

History of State Funding for Community College
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Graph of the funding for Oregon community colleges as
shown over the past 10 years and the year to come.

damentally the same expenditure
as only 15 credits. Put into retail
terms, buy 15, get three free.

Clackamas has to reduce the
budget involving, according to
Wilton, “staff layoffs and the
staff didn’t do cost of living
increases last year. So we're try-
ing to manage that side of it as
well so that’s the balancing act
we're trying to do.”

When asked about possible
increases of credits per class
taken, Wilton indicated that it is
conceivable that the credits will
increase in the future. Credits
have increased since 1999-00,
from three credits to four credits
per class in many classes.

What impacts enrollment
more than anything is the econ-
omy.

“When times are tough, peo-

ple go back to school,” said
Wilton.
Enrollment is up 20 per-

cent after a 16 percent tuition
increase.

“What can you do that’s going
to cause the least harm to the
institution and the students as
well? It’s a challenge to know
exactly where that line is, and
it’s not easy.

“I don’t want people to think
we are trying to be cavalier about
it either and doing it just to do it,
because we’re not,” said Wilton.
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Transferring qualifying credits earned from your community college toward a
bachelor’s degree from DeVry University is a great investment in your future. In
fact, for the last 5 years, DeVry graduates have worked at 96 of the Fortune 100
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