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en: a dellcacy in dance class

kamas swing dancing
slacks male student
ficipation

By John Simmons
The Clackamas Print

h today’s busy schedules, stu-
are often unable to find the time
n activities, let alone exercise.
donot have time for doing much
i: o school and work, but fortu-
there are classes available on
s that satisfy both the want for
d the need for physical activity:
classes.

ming to dance is a lifetime
pplishment with long term ben-
dated swing dance instructor
Robinson in an e-mail. “People
inio their 70s and 80s. I'nr some
bt reason for a longer life.”

knite the health benefits, men are
of taking dance classes because
social stigma. In Robinson's
dance classes, for example, there
7y few men. In his intermedi-
junced swing class of 21, there
jly nine men, and in his begin-
gwing class of 27, there are only

s been worse,™ he stated.

ording to Robinson, men are
s harder to get to dance because
 has made dancing out to be
ly and something to be embar-
of doing.

ys don’t see dancing as manly.
ght next to crying and wearing
'aid John Howard, who chose to
wing dance after a friend of his
peed him to do so, “The real test
phood is whether or not you're
mough to try something new.
tever much of a dancer, but |
lly enjoyed it."”

iney Miller, a fairly experi-
dancer and familiar with jazz,
I, ballet and tap styles of dance,
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Clackamas students learn how to boogie in good old fashioned 20s style at

the swing dancing class in Randall Hall.

had a similar opinion.

“I think more guys don’t take [dance
classes| because they don’t want to try
something new. They also might feel
overwhelmed or embarrassed in front
of other guys and even girls. Some
guys just think they are too manly and
if they joined [these classes) their peers
would give them a hard time about it,”
said Miller.

Although it is not desired, there are
a few upsides of having fewer men

than women. With a ratio of two or
more girls for every guy, many male
dancers get to enjoy an atmosphere
where they are in demand,

“The upside of having more girls
than guys is that I don’ t ever have to
wait for a dance partner,” said Howard.
“There are always several girls ready
to go, and so | get a lot more experi-
ence with a lot more people than I
would otherwise.”

This same ratio works against female

dancers, who often find themselves
without partners.

“Girls don't get to dance with a
partner as often and have to wait a
long time to rotate to the next danc-
ing partner,” said Miller. “Girls wish
there were more guys because girls
want guys to learn something new
and different. Girls like guys who can
dance.”

The physical education department
has tried several methods to try to get
more men into dance classes, mostly
relying on word of mouth.

“In past terms, we have put up fliers
around campus,” said Robinson. “1 tell
the ladies that they need to tell their
guy friends. They need to help recruit
partners.”

Miller had a few ideas of how to
recruit more men to the course, and has
already recruited two this term.

“Girls usually have more guy friends
than girl friends, so the girls just sim-
ply have to do the talking and spread
the word to the guys. Spreading the
word is probably the most effective
way to get guys into swing dancing,”
said Miller.

She also suggested trying to get
athletes involved, as dancing helps
improve agility, balance and overall
fitness.

“The dance instructor is also the
baseball coach, so maybe anyone on
the baseball team who is interested can
join,” she said.

For those men who are contemplat-
ing taking dance courses but have res-
ervations, Howard suggests people to
put aside their inhibitions and go have
fun., “People should just realize how
much fun [dancing] is.” he said.

Dancing is one of the few activities
that can be done for years and years,
and knowing how to dance well is a
skill few people seem to possess these
days. For those interested in learning
something new, staying active and hav-
ing a lot of fun, dance classes are the
way 1o go.
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“painting and being a smartass to

fr if's been “wonderful” said  people,” which he adds with a smile
\ on his face.

fersent says he wanted to do Both Andersen and Carman agree
bt because he wanted 1o see  that “Korean food on Monday night”
budent activity happen in the  has been the highlight, as well as stu-
|'md they 've been pretty suc-  dent interaction, of course,

it that poal in his opmion.

No sleep, just paint

When asked what the fiture has

pr askod what it was like to
te gallery at night, Ander-
fied, “Noisy.”" Apparently the
5 aren’t oo considerate of
shahitanits of the gallery. An-
inasts that they fought over
White sheets that adom one
ml (win beds. Camman says
m sores, and Andersen says
tilks in his sleep.
%n says he spends the days

for the Bill and Dave Show holds,
Andersen says he definitely plans to
do this again, only “next time it will be
crazier , ... this is just a test-nm.”

Although the Bill and Dave Show
ended Feb, 18, the pieces they worked
on during their stint in the gallery will
stay up until March 15.

For more information about Car-
man, go o BillCarman blogspot.com
or simply Google “Bill Carman,”

“
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Hander Art Gallery.

#man explains the fine artistic details of a mosaic at
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fact, for the last 5 years, DeVry graduates have worked at 96 of the Fortune 100

TURN QUALIFYING

CREDITS
nto a career

companies*.

Portland Campus
9755 SW Barnes Rd., Suite 150 | Portland

DeVryPortland.com | 877.518.6486

DeVry \J

University



BillCarman.blogspot.com

