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High schoolers volunteer for vot

Megan Koler Clackamas Print

Milwaukie High student Erik Watterson works from his laptop last 
Friday to persuade “World of Warcraft” users to vote as Obama 
field organizer Patrick Choquette watches on.
------------ -------------------------------------------------
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Without the right to 
vote, many volunteers 
still feel the need to 
help the democratic 
process by donating 
their time

. Kyle Steele
11 Feature Editor

It seems like just an ordi­
nary office in downtown 
Oregon City.

However, the calm on the 
outside of the building locat­
ed at 605 Main St. doesn’t 
reflect the chaos inside its 
doors. “Obama for president” 
items flood the small entry 
area as volunteers work from 
a string of computers of all 
different brands in the back 
of the room.

The volunteers are call­
ing to remind voters about 
the impending Oregon 
Democratic primary election 
that will be held May 20.

Last Friday evening, the 
office was especially bus­
tling, with visitors entering 
in a constant stream to offer 
their assistance or pick up 
a button or other candidate 
items to show their support.

On this particular night, 
two of these makeshift head­
quarters volunteers were 
local high school students, 
each of whom won’t be able 

to vote in the presidential 
election come October, let 
alone in the May primary. 
Even without the ability to 
vote, they both exercise their 
voices to persuade others to 
use theirs.

“I’m using the Obama 
place as a foundation to get 
people to reg­
ister to vote,” 
said Milwaukie 
High School 
senior Erik 
Watterson.

Watterson, 
who describes 
himself as nei­
ther a Democrat 
nor Republican, 
uses the office 
and its resourc­
es to try to up 
the number of 
voters locally 
and nationally.

Friday, 
he worked 
from his lap­
top - as other 
staff members 
watched on - attempting to 
convince others to vote via 
the chat system available 
through the online computer 
game “World of Warcraft.” 
Jumping from character to 
character, he strived to make 
a pro-voting presence on the 
game’s 200-plus servers.

Watterson devised the idea 
as a means of tapping into its 
American users who fall into 
a key age demographic of 
individuals: those who don’t
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• Transfer agreements for AAS and AAOT

• Financial aid is available

STARTING WITH YOUR 01

* George Fox classes at Harmony starting fall 2008

Call today to see how dosé you are 
to your bachelor's degree

sps.georgefox.edu

888-888-0178

George Fox
UNIVERSITY •

a matter of mind 
and spirit

• BA COMMUNICATION STUDIES
• BA CULTURAL & HISTORICAL STUDIES
• BA HUMAN STUDIES
• BACHELOR OF MUSIC THERAPY
• BA PSYCHOLOGY
• BA RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Summer Term Starts June 2
• Flexible scheduling
• Small classes
• Year-round admission
• Custom degree plan option
• Scholarships for transfer students
To meet with an advisor, e-mail studentinfo@marylhm
or call 503.699.6268.

MARYLHURST UNIVER!
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities accre< 
17600 PACIFIC HIGHWAY (HWY. 43)
MARYLHURST, OREGON - ONE MILE SOUTH OF LAKE 0! 

Academic excellence since 1893. www.maryll 
800.634.9982
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